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Fromt cover
22 June 1941, and in a scene
re-enacted hundreds of times
during the opening days and weeks
of Operation Barbarossa, low-flying
Soviet bombers — in this case
Tupolev SB-25 - strive desperataly
to halt the invading German ground
forces. The Red Air Force bomber
formations, more often than not
completely devoid of fighter cover,
suffered enormous losses at the
hands of the Luftwaffe's Bf 109s.
Many future semi-centurions of the
Russian Front opened their score
sheets during actions such as this.
The pilot of 6./JG 54's Yellow 4°,
depicted here in this specially
commissioned artwork by Mark
Postlethwaite, was Leutnant Horst
Hanmnig, whose first victory was just
one of 11 Tupalev bombers elalmed
by Il./JG 54 during a 25-minute
engagement close to the Lithuanian
border. ‘“The Ivans were sitting
ducks’, Hannig later told a war
reporter. ‘They didn't stand a
chance without thelr own fighters
to protect them’, he concluded,
During his 18 months’ service
on the Russian front, Horst Hannig
would claim 90 Soviet aircraft
destroyed. Early in 1943, the then
Oberstleutnant Hannig would be
appointed Staffelkapitian of 2./JG 2
‘Richthofen’ on the Channel coast.
He was killed in action during an
engagement with RAF Spitfires near
Caen on 15 May 1943, by which
paint he had boosted his tally to
88 victories (Cover artwork by
Mark Postlethwaits)
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CHAPTER ONE

BARBAROSSA

he most commonly accepred definition of an ace, and the one
used throughout by Osprey’s Aircraft of the Aces series, is any pilot
with five or more acrial kills to his credit. By this yardsuck, or
indeed any other, the greatest assemblage of aces ever involved in a single
campaign came from the ranks of the Lufrwafte fagderuppen engaged
against the Sovier Red Air Force berween June 1941 and May 1945,
In the first volume of this two-part work (ﬂ_-:‘,nrrf}'ﬂf:l'm{ﬁ -E.'.Jlr..l‘.';.'-'f..-"]i'f‘:l' b
— Bf 109 Aces af the Russian Froni), an attempr was made briefly to describe
the i:::ir;kgmund, and l:x]_:uiﬂ_in the 1_L11.i-q|,|i: set of circumstances, thar led up
to the air war in the east. This conflict gave many German fighter pilots,
both vereran and tyro alike, the chance to amass huge scores against their
TILLITRE r'lr_'.'il]}' iU F.'L"F'il:l'l' [EN m]‘nuni.}il: {:l]'.lj':ll:'l'l.'l'l:]'lTﬁ-. [l.-.l Its ea fl}' :‘ifilg\'_'.'i at |I:ﬂ."i1'. [|:'|'I'_'
conflict was very much a one-sided contest foughr against an ill-prepared,
inadequately trained, poorly equipped and badly led enemy. Many
months would pass betore the Soviets rectibied these shortcomings, and
before their sheer weight of numbers finally, and irrevocably, tipped the
balance in favour of the Red Air Force,
The increasingly bitter four-year struggle against the USSR's land
and naval air forces would result in the emergence of literally hundreds
of Luftwaffe five-victory aces. Bur limitations of space meant thar the

E’[]'I.P'I].‘El.f-ii.'". in the first of these two volumes had to be focussed ].JTi.]'[L'lTi.I:.-' orn
There were two types of Russian

the top 75 Experten of the Russian front - those illustrious individuals SR gy

who racked up rotals of 100 or more Soviet aircraft destroyed. P e e SR .
Almost ::‘x.ltt]_',' rwice that number of German ilg,lllt'r ].JZiI[Jl.'-i (some 154 victories against the Soviets were
in all), however, are known to have achieved scores ranging from 50 1099 | just a chapter in their long and often

illustrious wartime careers. One

g : 7 such was Hauptmann Heinz Bar,
has labelled them, should in no way be regarded as second stringers. They wha claimed 96 of his 220 kills in

H.gﬁiﬂ.‘ﬂ' l"'ll‘.‘.' F':.I.]Etii.'tﬂﬁ-. TI’!IT.'-?E ‘SH:!T:I i_-'..'.l:l'l[l_L!'iﬂl'IS}.. a5 ane ].l_l.ﬁ"'."r'ﬁ FI'-I:.‘ ]'Ii.'-iTﬂriiH'l

were all highly proficient and successful pilots. To put marters into the east . . .
Ptr.lipl:r:l_'i'l.r{:, :ﬂ‘:h an{i i:‘..'-:rll.-' oanc I:I'F [I-IICITI 5u fi_'!ﬂ&"il:d = ]'l.'l;l.'l'l.}".. in *-i“.'.[.. maore
than doubled — the numbers of vicrories claimed by the leading Brirish
and American aces of World War 2. Apart from Germany, only four
other nations produced hghter pilots with scores of 50+, namely the
Soviet Union, Japan, Finland and Rumania.

The Luftwaffe's Russian front semi-centurions fall into two distinct
l'.'-'l.[l'.'g':'l'r:if.";. F:i rst came Th{:lﬁ': ‘r‘i’hﬂﬁt S-L:l"r"iﬂr L::ill"i- ﬁ'".'m‘l:d |.'.|'|.|:T d Fii e, J] |::|L‘.|t
usually a major one, of their rotals. Among this group can be found a
number of well-known names, such as the irrepressible Heinz “Pricel’
Bir, whose roller-coaster career resulted in 220 victories, 96 of them
claimed against the Red Air Force, Another is Walter Dahl, more closcly
associated with Sturmoperations in Defence of the Reich, bur whose hnal
total of 128 included 77 kills in the east, with 25 over Stalingrad alone.

Unlike Bir and Dahl, Giincher Liiczow did nor survive the war. Bur
85 of the 103 victones he had claimed prior to bﬁing r::}'.nnr?:d missing,
in a Me 262 jer fighter just a formight before Germany surrendered
had been achieved while leading ]G 3 during the first 13 months of the

r.';.nnp.'i'[gn uguinﬁt the Sovier Union.




The second group consists of those pilots whose kills were alf scored
Orl lhﬂ.' H.l.l!i:‘::ll.:ll'l FT'I.:Illt. {.:i'lu"l.'l'l |.'I'|I:'f AN }rlﬁlﬂllﬁ Nature CI'FI‘l'L'l_I.El"I I:IF[I'II:' i,ll,:[iﬂn
against the Red Air Force, and the scant coverage that has been aftorded
the air war in the cast over the six decades since hostilities ceased, the
names of many of these latter Experter: may be less familiar — possibly even
completely unknown — to most people today. They played an integral and
important part in the titanic struggle berween the air forces of the Third
Reich and the USSR, however, and, in so doing, have carned themselves
a legitimare place in the annals of milicary aviation.

Az in the earlier campaigns against Poland, the Low Countries and
France, Hider's invasion of Stalinise Russia opened in true Sfirzkrier
tashion with heavy air attacks on the enemy’s forward airfields, The
results exceeded all expectations. By lasc light on 22 June 1941 — the
opening day of Operation Barbaressa — it was estimated thar some 1500
Soviet aircraft had been destroyed on the ground. A further 322 had been
shot down, some 80 percent of which had fallen to Bf 109 fighters. One
source gives the exact number of kills credited to the Jagdwaffeon 22 June
1941 as 264!

The fortunes of individual jagderuppen varied widely, as so often
happened on the Russian front. Collective totals on that first day of
Barbarasa ranged from no victories ar all to a staggering 36 (amassed,
together with 28 enemy machines destroyed on the ground, by
Hauprmann Wolf-Dietrich Wilcke's 111/]G 53 — the highest daily score
by any Lufowafte fagderuppe in the war to dare).

The 20 Jagdgruppen with which the Luftwaffe embarked upon the
invasion of the Soviet Union were somewhat unevenly deploved along
the three sectors of the main fighting front (for a full listing including
bases, COs, and hlrn:r:lgrh.lc, see page 85 (:uf:?hrmﬁ .:rfr.nl}f Aeces 37).

On the northern sector, forming part of Lufiflaste 1 (the air fleer rasked
with supporang Army Group North's drive through the Baltic staces o
Leningrad), was a single fagdeeschvader — G 54, commanded by Major
Hannes Trautloft and bolstered temporarily by the attached [1./]G 53.

Trautloft’s reinforced command was credited with 45 victories on the
opening day of Barbaresa. Accom panying IL./]G 54 on a bomber escort
mission against enemy airfields just over the border in Soviet-oceupied
Lithuania, the Kommodore himselt was able 1o claim one of them w
add ro his existing score of eight enemy aircraft destroyed. Although
Trautloft’s own Friedrichwas severely damaged in the action, he managed
to nurse 1t back to base ar Trakehnen, where he pulled oft a successful
belly landing.

Another five machines of the Red Air Force would fall to Trautlofe’s
ELl.['IS l‘:l::ﬁ:‘]rl_' |:|'|I'_' m”]'l.T]'l I:'IFJI.]FII: Wals O, Hl" Was a [ﬂwt'ri:l]g prt&.[‘l]:_‘[“,
both physically and figuratively, in the wartime Jagdwaffe. But he was
righttully acclaimed more for his qualities of leadership than for his
seeking personal aggrandisement and an impressive individual score.
Thus, by the time he finally relinquished command of JG 54 in the
summer of 1943 to join the staff of General der fagdflieger Adolf Galland,
Hannes Trautloft's own Russian front tally was sull five short of 50.

Three pilots of IL/JG 54 with whom Trautloft had flown on 22 June
1941 would, however, £0 0N 10 become semi-centurions. Learnant Horst

Hannig opened his scoreboard with a single kill on this first day of the

.« . then there were those whose
victories were all achieved on the
Russian front. Despite being in the
majority, few of their names are
remambered today. Leutnant Ulrich
Wahnert, for example, who ended
the war with 86 kills — more than
doubile the score of the leading RAF
fighter ace — remalns all but
unkrcwam
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campaign against Russia, while
Oberleurnant
Hauptmann Franz Eckerle each

Carl Sacig and
claimed one apicce — their second
and fifth vicrories respectively.
Also engaged over the Lithuan-
ian border regions, UJG 547s
collective toral of a dozen Soviet
machines shot down included a
trio for Hauptmann Reinhard
Seiler, thereby doubling his cur-
rent score to six. In contrast, the
pilots of IIL/JG 54 were credited
with 1?I|1|_fr" six berween them. But
among these were a pair of Polikar-
pov ﬁgh rers which J'.lﬂﬂ"i(_l.l:_"{l a first
for Leutnant Hans-Joachim Heyer
Unteroffizier
Eugen-Ludwig Lweigart.

and a second for

Meanwhile, in the souchern
sector, Lufiflorte 4 was fielding
two _Japdgeschwader whose job was
[ cover -‘f'ml'm}-' ':.;Tulli} South’s
advance into the Ukraine, On the

Hanl,

Hostynne, in the southeastern cor-

left-hand based around
ner of '::'I_'l'm.m-m::'u}'.-iq_'d Poland,
were the three fa'-"?r,.f’,ﬂt'-*! of Major
Giinther Litceow's G 3.

As ".’.-'j[l] H; T'.i up in Fast J:'J'Llhhi'.l. ir was I|ll:_‘ fr.t"_'l'.!'.'rf|'|'-'|'|'|"£'I{"'_I"J:,'|'J_.'.I|'_.'.'_.'.'_i-.l'|'l|'_l'?'.l'

himselt who claimed the Staé s sole success of 22 June 1941, The Soviet

ﬁghlﬂ Wias '.'in:'rmj.' number 19 for Frampzf' Liiceow, who was anocher

ex-Legion Condorveteran like Trautloft, but one who was already wearing

the [‘:Jlighr'h L ross ['.iwurd:'r.l at l.'|1|:_'
hl:ig:h'l of the Bartle of Britain for his
then 15 kills),

Eight of the 24 enemy airerafe

dﬂWl'.ICL'I l'.l_!.- [.l:]f]':l:!'n-'l.":.‘i rl‘ll'l:l;'_‘ I_'l;r[“l“:u-

nent Crruppenon the opening day of

Bavbarossa were credited w 1/]G 3,
but none of these fell to furure semi-
centunons. Il Gruppes 15 kills,
however, included firsts for both
Oberleutnant Walther Dahl and
Leutnant Hans Fuss, while Qber-
leurnant Franz Beyver and Feldwebel
Alfred Heckmann added w the
three victories that each already
had under his bele. IIL/JG 3 were
far less successful. At a cost of two
Fricdriche lost and five damaged,

Althowgh his own total was ta fall
il.IEl: short of & hal[—-o::autuw, Hannes
Trautloft (right], the Kommaodaore of
JG 54, was renowned for being an
exemplary and considerate CO. In
this snapshot of him congratulating
future semi-centurion Leutnant
Hans-Joachim Heyer on his 23rd
victory [on 4 Septembaer 19421, the
body language says it all - this is
no perfunctory handshake, but a
hearthelt Well done!”

One of the many who opened his
seore sheet (with a Tupoley SB-2)
on the first day of Barbarossa was
I1.7JG 54's Leutnant Horst Hannig.
Here, 11 months and a further 47
victories later, he poses happily with
his newly awarded Knight's Cross




In contrast to Leutnant Horst
Hannig's 5B-Z, the I-16 that
Hauptmann Herbert [hlefeld,
Kommandeur of LIJLG 2, downed
on 22 June 1941 was his 37th kill of
the war to date. Caught in relaxed
mood at Jassy, in Bumania, in
mid-July, Ihlefeld is sat in front of
his Bf 109E. Note that the fighter's
scoreboard on the rudder totals

46 kills, revealing just how busy its
pilot has been since the opening day
of Barbarossa

they were able to achieve just one victory, Bur the 1-15 claimed by
7. Staffels Unterottizier Helmue Ritffler on 22 June 1941 was to be just
||'“.‘ “n[ ”Jl\.l:'li:h: ._l'rl:-:l' il'll.:'l.";.li.'li'l F'rl:}r:ll: '!'il'."l”]'il.'!‘::.

To the south of ]G 3, down in Rumania, were two Gruppen of Major
Bernhard Woldenga's |G 77, together with che subordinarted 1.(])/LG 2.
|"fql||i|:'.n]'.u:-'.| }'.nr-’.:d:1|11ir1;1|1'r|:,.r with Bf 109Es, and rasked primﬂril}r with
ground-attack sorties, the units’ combined total of Red Air Force fighters
shot down numbered only 15, Among the claimants were Oberleutnants
Walther Hickner and Kurt Ubben, of 11 and IIL/]G 77 respectively,
both of whom were in the early stages of their scoring careers.

The {.:.J'Hj'.llf.l.:'.l'.n'u':’r.lHd.h'irr.l'.n'.r'ﬂru:‘é'ﬁ'd]I'-[.'[__I W12, H:m}'.n{rnann Herbert Thlefeld,
|:|:|" contrast, was yel ill““l'l!.'l' I[Jlli |l-'|.|'|I'J.1 "."u"h[] ||i.|.'|J F”l.l.gll.t j['l Ll:'H‘.' HI.J;.l."i:‘::l:'l
Civil War, where he had accounted for seven Republican aircraft. He too
was sporting the Knight's Cross, which he had received in September
1940 after arraining 21 victories. Since then he had almost doubled thar
figure. The I-16 Kasa thar Herbert Thlefeld brought down in the opening
r1|.i[1l|t|.'h ‘I.:I‘I- ]r:ti".:'.-ll:l':!rl':ll."-fl': — CHILE l:l!- | ll'ii:l ';.'l:!ilT'IL'r.l h‘}' |:'|I|5'|- ':...l:':"l'l'lllllllll.ff— R R 1.]“.'
Kommandenurs 37th kill of World ¥War 2.

The most southerly of all che Bf 109s ranged against the Soviet Union
were the Friedrichs of Major Gotthard Handrick's LG 520 Ths

Crruppe s commitments were purely defensive, however — the protection

of the Rumanian oilfields around Ploest and che ail terminal port of

Constanza, on the Black Sea coast. But despite several Red Air Force
bombing raids against the latter targer during the first 48 hours of the
I.'i'lf'l'l]':li'lig]'l. IEII l]'ll:' L H:Il'll:‘lfi{:]{:.'i E'I'IE]”“'I- Lai=i= '||.|I|.||.}|I'."' {4 ELIi.Il'I H ."iil!gll': li.il]

It was a different maccer entirely on the central secror. This was the area
from which the main land assault against che Sovier Union was launched,

'u'l."il‘l |I LW Hlﬂ.'-i!-ii'-.'t .|r|nm|r1:r.| I;ZlI!'II'Iiil i[]r'l.'-i :-;I:ril-;ing t'iiH[Wi!l'lJ:-i -iliﬂ h!li.’l I.JH[EJ”L"
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axes of advance towards a single objective — Moscow. To cover this twin-
pronged attack, it was also the area where nearly half of all the Lufrwaffe
Jagdgruppen (nine our of the twenty) engaged in Barbarsssa were
concentrated. And berween them these nine would account for 182
enemy aircraft, or almost 70 percent of all the Red Air Force machines
shot down on the first day of the campaign in the east.

The fagdgeschwader charged with supporting the left-hand wing of
the drive on Moscow was Major Wolfgang Schellmann's JG 27, which
consisted ar this rime of its own subordinate 11 and 111 Gruppen, plus the
temporarily artached 11./JG 52 and 111./]G 53.

]{.; .2?':| '|.|.]'|:i|..': 'k"-"‘l]'l.l.]d not remain i'l'l [I'Il:," casn |1:||]g q:'l'll'll_!gh [ J_'!ll'l_':ll.ill_l_'l;_'
any really high scorers against the Soviers. Their rise to fame would come
after they were transferred to the North African thearre. Bur two future
semi-centurions of I1L/JG 52 claimed their first kills on 22 June 1941,
Oberfihnrich Waldemar Semelka disparched an 1-15 highter in mid-
morning and Oberleutnant Rudolf Resch was credited with the Gruppe s
16th, and final, success of the day — a ewin-engined Tupolev SB-2 light
bomber, which Luftwafte pilots often erroneously referred vo as "Marting’

late in the afternoon.

|t was the other Gruppe currently operar ing under ]G 27, Hauptmann
Waoll-Dietrich Wilcke's HHL/JG 53, that was responsible for the highest
collective m“_v of the day with 36 Red Air Force machines shot down, Of
this number, only two need concern us here. These were a pair of '1-17°
ﬂgI'I[L'].‘i e lﬂ'“! I.I._Eh[ l;.|.|:'|"|-'l|"r'| Wit hi['l Tl'ﬁrl.,'l;" !'I'li'l'l.'l_l.{l.,".&. I;_'hi'- I.,"'..'l_l.,'l'l. 1_']'[]]:'_"[" [|:|.;j_l (KT i|:-;,
future Experte Oberleurnant Friedrich-Karl Miiller's score to 12,

Berlin-born Friedrich-Karl “Tui’ Miiller who served with both JGs 53
and 3, and whao should not be confused with nightfighter ace Friedrich-
Karl ‘Nasen’ Miiller, was featured, and listed, in Osprey's Aircraft of
the Aces 37 as having arrained 100 Russian front victories. Subsequent
research, however, suggests that his successes against the Red Air Force in
fact totalled ‘only” 87.

Finally, covering the right wing of the armoured advance on Moscow,
were the five _;"a{-gn"gruppru that would be involved in some of the heaviest

The losses in men and machines
were not completely one-sided,
howewver. IV./JG 51 wrote off twa
‘Browwn 1s' in forced landings away
from base during the early stages
of Barbarossa. The pilots were Otto
Steitz and Heinz Bar, The two kill
bars just visible on the rudder of
this Friedrich [immediately aft

of the swastika] would seem 1o
suggest that it was the mount

of Feldwebel Steitz




Twwo — or should that really be three?
- early Russian front semi-
centurions. Hauptmann Karl-
Gottfried Nordmann, Kemmandeur
of IV./JG 51 (left), Oberstleutnant
Werner Malders, Kormmodore of

JG 51 (centre), and Major Glinther
Liitzow, Kemmodare JG 3 (right]

fighting in the opening stages of
the campaign. They were divided
I':'I.'T"ul'l-'ﬂ."l‘.']l PR f?.f]'l:'}.”L'IIL'I'IE‘TJ-F:EIEI'I:".
JG 51 deployed its own L, II, and
[1I. Gruppen, while V]G 5]

WS '[l:_‘[TIJ_'.II.TI-n'II!'il:I.-' lilt‘t.ll'.'.l'lt'.i‘l o serve

alongside 1./70G 53 under the later’s
Stab ]G 53. Between them they
would account for 117 enemy
aircraft on the opening day of
Barbarassa, with 28 of this number
talling to the guns of tuture semi-
centurions.

The 5B-2 claimed by Oberleut-
nant Hartmann Grasser of Stak
|G 51, for example, was his eighth victory of the war to dace, The Stab s
four other kills were all credited to the Kommodore, Major Werner
Malders. These took the larter’s overall total o 72, and were burt
the first of his 33 confirmed Russian front victories. However, it is
strongly rumoured that Milders achieved many more ‘unothcial” kills,
particularly atter being banned from all furcher operational flying upon
becoming the first fighter pilot in the world to top the 100 mark. Indeed,
there is reported evidence in private logbooks and diaries for at least six
such unrecognised vicrories. And it may well be that, among all his other
achievements, the legendary Werner Molders was also a covert Russian
front semi-centurion!

Mo uncertainty surrounds eight of Malders's pilots who scored during
the hrst day of action Against the Soviets, and who would amass 50+
vicrories in the east. All but five of 1/]JG 517 18 successes of 22 June 1941
were credited to such future Experven,

Oberleutnant Heinrich Kratht, che Kapitdn ot 3. Staffel, doubled his
existing score to eight during the course of three separate sorties on this
dare, while Leutnant Heinz Bir's trio of kills took his toral to 20, Two
NCO pilmh also n]'.n:'m'd their score sheets — Oberfeldwebel Heinrich
Hifemeier was credited with four SB-2s in the space of just six minutes
before his own “White 5" was damaged by return hire trom the Sovier
bombers and he was himself wounded, while Unteroffizier Herbert
Bareuther claimed a single SB-2. Yetanother of the seemingly ubiquitous
-2 gave viCtory number two to Unterothzier Wilhelfn Theimann,
whaose only previous claim had been for a Spitfire in November 1940.

Perversely, not a single one of 11./] G 51's 28 kills went to a future semi-
centurion. [l Gruppe tared slightdy bereer in this respect, with three our
of its day’s collective toral of 19 falling to Kommandewr Hauptmann
Richard Leppla, thereby raising his overall tally to 16. And three pilots of
IV./JG 51, currently serving under Stab JG 53, were n:r.pml:«iihlt: for seven
of their Gruppes 23 kills. Oberleutnant Karl-Gourfried Nordmann, the
Kapiran of 12./]1G 51, accounted for four of them (numbers 10 1o 13 on
his score sheet), with two more constituting the first successes of the war
for one of the members of his Staffel 19-year-old Austrian Oberfihnrich
Ernst Weismann, and the last taking the personal total of 10./]G 51's

]..l_‘ll:lr]-il!l 1L HE FIIL‘I {:.Iqllj‘l.l‘r'r']-[bl_'ll [ bi}"..
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Lastly, Srab and 1/JG 53 conrained only one furure member of the
50+ fraternity among their ranks en 22 June 1941. Another Austrian,
Leutnant Walter Zellot opened his scoring with a single [-10 Raea
downed just beyond the Polish-Sovier frontier in mid-morning.

By the end of the first day of Harbaresa there is licdle doubt thar che
l.lL!.L'L'-.f:lﬂ:: |::I:|.I'J. |'.|.I'_'-'|.|.T I.'|'|-:: El[‘f(l Aar Furi.‘f.‘. d g]’il:"'-"ﬁl].ﬁ I':l.ll_:l“l' = gri;:'-.rﬂuri: ]_ﬂ_l[ oL
faral. Although it is true thar most of the Soviet fighter units based close
to the border had effectively been wiped our, the enemy still deployed
many hundreds of twin-engined bombers further to the rear. The first
retaliatory raids against the invading German ground forces had already
been launched by the nearest of these machines during the opening
afternoon of the campaign. And many more were being rushed forward
to within striking distance of the fighring fronts.

This set the pattern for the early days and wecks of the air war in che
CA5T, 45 Wave :H-[-..'I‘ wawe {:Ii- Lil]f!‘il'_'l':lflud ]]_'r'u:‘::l:'li.lth: ..|['|1.] .Illl!?l::llﬂ'lu"ﬁ I'l:l“llll'll'l.:'ﬂl
near suicidal artacks on German armoured spearheads, toop columns
and airfields. -Jq|tr_'_'.' were hacked down in their dorens — often whole
tormations at a time. A diarist (of IL/JG 51) left an i pression of one
such raid;

"‘On 24 June the Soviets send in their Martin (Tupolev 5B-2) bombers
to attack the marching columns of infantry. They sweep in very low,
really “hedge-hopping”. For our fighters it means emergency scramble!

“Whether we want to or not, our fighters have to hedge-hop at the same
height as the bombers. Not a very comfortable feeling, knowing chat your
parachute will be of no use if you take a hit chis close to the ground.

“The ﬁ.‘l—l.‘l[:-;lui.;\p;:r:s. who are w:il-:.'hlr:lg the wild chase Just above theirr
heads, wave excitedly. We know whart this waving means — "Give it
to them!”

‘Still ar zero alurude, the Soviets let fly with all they have ar the Fast-
approaching fighters. They have no other way of defending themselves.
The Martin bombers are much too heavy and cumbersome to ger drawn
into a dogfight.

“Then the fighters are in range. Their fingers on the wiggers, the pilots
"a"u"il:il ﬁ?]’ |.|"H'.' CXNACT MOMment oo u-rlt'n H.Tﬂ,'.. i:ﬂlT many il' i.s [I'll:' Fil'ﬁ[ |_'i n< '[]'II,_"}'

AV d Iel] Ol i il.' :';-i."r 5. T IEY Wil adh ‘l:l]li."i Lecl Ty © 'i."il'_li:i"."L'T Lia
have a real enemy in their sights. They are astonished 1o d hat
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Another to claim his first victory on
22 June 1941 was Leutnant Walter
Zellot. With the exceptlion of three
RAF fighters downed during

1LA0G 535 operations against Malta
in the first hatf of 1942, all of Zellot’'s
84 subseguent sucCesses Ware
achieved against the USSR - the
last on 9 September 1942, just 24
hours before his own Gustav fell
victim to Soviet Hlak near Stalingrad

Many Luftwalfe fighter pllots cut
their operational teeth on Tupoley’s
twin-engined S5B-2 and -3 bombers
during the opening stages of the

aiir vear in the east. Among the
hundreds brought down was this
example being inspected by army
troops on the central sector
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everything they have been raughr in theory does actually happen — the
bombers burst into flames and soon look more like blazing torches
than aircraft.

‘Every one of the pilots who lands back at Terespol 20 minutes later
(the Gruppe had moved forward from Siedlce the previous day) repores
shooting down a Soviet bomber.”

IL/G 51's collecrive toral for the day was 16 SB-2s and five Ilyushin
DB-3s. Twenty-four hours later the Grippe was back in action over
the same area, protecting the ground forces as they advanced along the
northern edge of the Pripyer marshes. In three separate engagements
during the course of the day its pilots accounted for no fewer than 28
bombers, all of them identified as SB-2s.

Among the claimants during the morning’s action involving 5, Staffe!
were Leutnant Hans Strelow, who was credited with his first viceory on
this date, Unteroffizier Wilhelm Mink, whose brace of bombers took his
existing score to four, and Feldwebel Orro Tange, who likewise doubled
his existing pre-Barbarossa toral to six by desparching a trio of the
unescorted Tupolevs. All three pilots went on to achieve 60+ Russian
front kills. None would survive the war.

Meanwhile, on the southernmost sector of the front, 1L/JG 52 had
finally found a solurion o its problems. With Barbarassz about to enter its
third day, it was the only Jagderuppe on the Russian front to have not yet
claimed a single Soviet aircraft destroved. By this time Axis ground forces
had advanced our of Rumania and were already biting deep into western
Ukraine. Bur l1L/JG 52 was not ordered forward to keep pace with them.
It remained in the rear area, protecring the oil terminal of Constanza.

It was not proving an easy job. Lacking any form of carly warning
system — either human or electronic — the Gruppe s pilots were finding it
impaossible to intercept the Sovier bombers that were flying in from across
the Black Sea, attacking their coastal rargers and then rapidly retiring back
Oul over 1:'].7": n water EE:I:JI'I.

In an effort to improve the situation, the Gruppe rotared a Seaffel at a
time from Bucharest-Fipera and Mizil down 1o the forward landing
ground at Mamaia, right on the coast just a few miles to the norch of
Constanza. But even this was not enough. It was Oberleutnant Giinther
Rall, the Kapizan ot 8./]G 52, who came up with the answer.

Rather than have the entire Staffe/ waiting at readiness ar Mamaia for
the enemy to come into sight, he ordered a pair of Messerschmitts to
patrol out to sea off Constanza 1o give warning of approdching Sovier
bombers. If no aircraft had appeared before the first two fighters began 1o
run low on fuel, they would be relieved on station by a second pair — and
s0 on throughout the day so that a constant warch could be maintained.

This added precaution proved unnecessary. Not long after the firse two
Bf 109Fs had lifred off from Mamaia's grassy surface and headed out to
sea into the eye of the nsing sun, the remainder of the Swaffel — strapped
into their cockpits, the engines of their fighters already warmed up -
heard an excited shour over the R/T — “They're coming!”

Within two minutes every machine was in the air and on course 10
intercepr the incoming enemy bombers, which had been identified as the
heavier, longer-range llyushin I1-3s - the rype thar provided the backbone

of the Soviet Black Sea Fleet's naval air arm.

FESOHYIEVR

13




CHAPTER ONE

14

But the llyushins were no march
':I.:IT R..'l.":!'i Pi[ﬂl’!‘i- [I.'l | nmning llfl.]r[ll'_'
lasting linle more than half-an-
hour, ten of their number were shot
down (another was despatched after
a further 20-minute chase back out
to sca, and a 1 2ch — cither a straggler
r a .\iingEt 'il.'lrrlLd::T — WS |.'.Ir::|1|g]‘|.T
down some time later by the leader
of the next standing patrol).

A['ll“‘['lg lJEt i:l.l]'l:lth 4] L'li]i.][] kl”."'l
on this morning of 24 June were
future half-centurions Unteroffizier
Gerhard  Koppen and  Oberge-
freiter Friedrich Wachowiak, both

Hi'. ‘.l'n-']'lﬂﬁ'l []]'.II'_'F.IL'[] l'l'HJEIF !'l‘:.'-i!_'!ll'_'li.'l'.l‘r'l'_'

accounts with a pair of bombers

each. The Soviets artacked again late the following afternoon, and on this
occasion the defending fighters from [11/]G 52 sent five enemy bombers
crashing into the sea off Constanza. Two of these victories launched
the carcers of yer another pair of semi-centurions by providing the
HFHT lﬁ.]”ﬁ ['II.:IT :'r. .EE:EI&JPF l._.!nrtr{lfﬁ'.r.i.trt F.{]I'I'I.'II.]'I.I:I. :]jdllll; ]lﬂﬂi:‘i['l'l-l['li'l -'ll'll'.:l
Kurt Rarzlaff.

Burt the Gruppe sbiggest haul of Russian bombers was claimed carly the
next morning, 20 June, when they were credited wach 18 DB-3s and
SB-2s destroved before 0600 hrs! ITL/TG 52 had thus brought down a
total of 35 enemy raiders in three days, and in so doing had saved the
Cﬁr]ﬂtﬁr!u ﬂi.l “‘.'If!'l”l.'.‘ll j;l'l:l]'l.—.l SETIONLS I;J.H[]l..'l_g‘l‘_'- -]-ht'rt':liil_'l'.. ll‘]ﬂ.‘ Sﬁ"-"iﬂ."[
attacks railed off, and there were no further engagements for the
remainder of the month, This was through no faule of HL/JG 52, which
Ci Lil'iut‘d Ly r]:r' it'1 Cuu::-.-t.‘ll I]‘Htf[]].‘i.

All the more puzzling then, the now infamous telegram sent to the
l!'_?.l'f:‘p‘prrnénm:rrmn.::."rur ca r]}' in _]11]}' h}r a Fh:l’l_liﬂn[ and ill-informed Reichs-
marschall Hermann Groring, Commander-in-Chief of the Luftwaffe,

v ‘how much longer are the Russians o be allowed

enquiring facetious
into your airspace unhindered?’

Meanwhile, on the land froncs, the last eight days of June 1941 were
to sec Axis ground forces continuing to advance casewards almost
L:Ir.lirnr.lr.'-'.lt-l::l. Hﬁving_.'-:m:l.ﬁhﬂ:l ﬂ'LTnuf__f'h T]'It" :';”"«r.l':'t.'i.' Fr{:lr:ll:i.l:r I'.{I'."I;'_'T:IL"I::'I-. l:-'ll.']l
of the three main army groups now had their eyes firmly fixed on the next
stages along the roads to their ultimare objectives of Leningrad, Moscow
L”Id. tht’ ihrri]i: |:3n:j.1' l::l".th':.' l.IL;.TiI:il-H:. .rhl_':if .'SFH:EFI'H:.]dE worc ."'itjli ht"mg
harassed by largely unescorted formarions of Red Air Force bombers,
however, and it remained the job of the Luftwaffe’s [fagderuppen to
protect their ground comrades against such arack.

During these operations another 20 or more pilots would achieve the
kill, or kills, that put them on the first rung of the ladder o becoming
Huﬁihiﬂ.]l [.I.":J[]l I i.-'i.'i.‘]'l.t'l.l.]'i.':]‘['l L1

Seven of them came from the ranks of Hannes Trautloft’s ]G 54 on the
northern sector, although only one was a true tyro with no pre-Barbarosa

kills to his name. This was 1./]JG 54"s Unteroffizier Herbert Broennle,

Unteraffizier Gerhard Koppen's
first two victories, however, wire

a brace of llyushin DB-3 bombers
shot out of a formation attacking
Constanza on 24 June. He is
pictured here as a leutnant wearing
the Dak Leaves awarded to him an
27 February 1942 for his then total
of 72. This figure had risen to 85 by
the time Koppen was forced to ditch
in the Sea of Azov just over two
manths later

After being awarded the Knight's
Cross for his 57 Russian front
victories with JG 54, Leutnant
Herbert Broennle was posted to
JG 53 in the Mediterranean, where
he served as acting-Kapitan of

2. Szaffel. His sole success with his
new unit was a B-24 claimed on

2 July 1943. Broennle was himself
shat down by Spitfires over Sheily
48 hours later




L —

who was credited with one of the 14 SB-2s downed h:.- the Certippe on
23 June.
On the same dare Oberleurnant Wolfgang Spite of 11L/]G 54, whose

only success so fat had been a I'[Jugwi]:l v Blenheim downed |_1|_||']|1§' the brief
campaign in the Balkans, also opened his Russian front score sheet with
a pair ot SB-2s destroyed within seconds of each other. Spiite would
later |_t:iir| fame I]j."mg the Me 163 "Komet” rocket ﬁghn_-r, Mo []|1|}-‘ a5
leader of the test unit charged with developing this revolutionary (and
highly unstable!} machine, bur also as Kommodore of JG 400, the only
Creschwader to fly it operationally.

Two of IIL/]G 54's pilots, both with previous victories to their credir,
likewise claimed their first Sovier victories — yer more SB-2s—on 23 June.
Unteroffizier Karl Kempf brought down one of the enemy bombers (his
sixth kill overall), while Leutnant Max-Hellmuth Ostermann gota p:iir Fin
take his tally eo 11.

Forty-eight hours later, Leumant Hans Gaez of 1L/]G 54 also achieved
a double, when he destroved two Sovier '1-18" fighters 1o add o his three
earlier Battle of Britain victories. And on the last day of the month,
[1I./]G 54’s Oberleurnant Heinz Lange claimed a brace of [YB-3s over
southern Latvia (out of a total of 27 Sovier bombers credited w the
Crragppe on 30 June). His only previous success dated back even further
than Girez's trio of RAF fighrers — a reconnaissance Blenheim intercepted

and destroyed during the opening weeks of the Phoney War in the west.

.[-I-IE DA ffl'gfulslg'f.‘f'.lll.-'lﬂﬁﬂrf.l' l'."”"."l'.'l'i.llg .-']l.r:n'l}' {.:l'l:'l-l_]l,'.l .I";I"Il_l[l'il.‘i i,]l{E"."i,'lI'll_'L' irlfl,:l'
the Ukraine were to produce eight fledgling 50+ Expertes towards the end
of June 1941, Two of them, both members of ]G 3, achieved their first
kills during rhis period, IL/]G 3's Leutnant Ludwig Hiifner identifving
his victim, brought down east of the Grappe’ base at Hostynne on 24
June, as a ‘Potez 03", Unless he had shot down a Potez of the Rumanian
.'ali[ FU‘FC‘: |.-.|:r' I E'.‘r-[ii]\.t'. j[ ih :i[]l.'l:":]-.'ihil.]ll.' (8] LY ux:if_'rl.].-' 'i"«"l-la'l.T rj.-'p;' I"II'- |'|'|.||;|._'|'|i'|'|l.,"
had provided Hiifner with his first victory!

Two more "Potez 635" were to be claimed by the Gruppe the following

day. This would seem to rule out che ‘shot down in error’ scenario, The

Future semi-centurions
Oberlevtnants Heinz Lange {in shirt-
sleeve order, left) and Hans Gatz
[cemtrel enjoy a well-earned break
between missions

Heinz Kemethmiller is seen here
waaring the Knight's Croas he won
as a feldwebel with JG 3 in the
USSR for his then total of 59
Russian front kills. After claiming
just one more Soviet victim, he
would be posted to JG 26. As a
member of that Geschwader’s

1. Staffel, Kemethmidller returned to
Russia for two months in mid-1943,
during which time he added another
ten Red Air Force machines to his
tally. Despite being wounded seven
times, Oberleutnant Kemethmiller
survived the war
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| most likely candidare would thus appear to be the Sovier Petlyakov Pe-2,

a twin-engined. twin-tailed type not dissimilar to the French Potex and
perhaps as vet unfamiliar to the pilos of 1L/]G 3, bur one that they would
first report encountering just three days later on 28 June.

Some confusion also surrounds the firse kill claimed by Uneeroffizier
Heinz Kemethmiiller of IIL/JG 3 on 29 June, which he described as a
ZBE-19. This was the designation given to an experimental warer-cooled
¢11gin¢d dq'vq'hjpm ent of the ['n|i]-:.'1r|1::w' [-16 Batabuile in the mid-1930s
that failed vo go into production. Despite (or perhaps because of) this, the
normally obsessively secretive Soviers released derails of the machine. e
featured widely in the pre-war aviation press, and was even exhibired at

the 1936 Paris Air Salon. But the aircraft claimed by Kemethmiiller five

vears later was almost certainly the
superficially simalar Mi(-3.

Of the other three pilots of JG 3
to claim their first Russian victims
at this time, 11. Gruppe s Feldwebel
Walter Ohlrogge downed an 1-16
on 23 June to add to his one previ-
Oy SHOCESS i['l ll‘]‘: wiest. ."J'n.['ll'.l \‘r'l'l.ilL'\'
Feldwebel Georg Schentke of

[I1./]G 3 had been credited with an
[-16 (his fifth kill of the war) on
24 June, a day later Oberfeldwebel
F.I:l{'.l.‘]'lﬁl'l:l Wi Elur-:‘nl.*-:L:i -, il-l.";ﬂ' ‘I.:II:-
9. Staffel — would rake his overall
total to six with another pair of
Potez 63's. True, the Red Air Force
was still a new and largely unknown
opponent, but [IL/JG 3's aircrak
recognition seems to have been

particularly hazy. Before the month

Given I11L/JG 3's somewhat dubious
powers of aircraft recognition
during the opening stages of
Barbarossa, it would be interesting
to speculate what this victorious
pilat — returning to base southwest
of Fhitemir, wings waggling to
indicate a kill = i% gaing to caim,

In fact, on the date this photograph
was taken, the Gruppe contented
itself with a guartet of DB-3
bombers and a dozen assorted
Polikarpov fighters

Leutnant Friedrich Geisshardt,
the Gruppen-Adjutant of LiJI/LG 2,
weas still waiting for his Knight's
Cross when this photograph was
taken in late June 1941, Note the
unit's mewly introduced, but now
decidedly anachronistic, badge
below the windscrean — an
elaborate capital ‘L' {for
Lehrgeschwader] enclosing a map
of Great Britain, with London
prominemntly marked




“Toni' Lindner served with JG 51
‘Malders” throughout almost the
entire war. He is pictured here
sporting the Knight's Cross he
received on & April 1944 for 62
victories — just 11 short of his final
overall total

An early Russian front semi-
canturion, Oberfeldwebel Heinrich
Hoffmann [second from left) already
had &0+ victories to his credit when
this photograph was taken at
IV.jJG 51°s Zhatalovka-East base in
mid-September 1941. Next to him
{in the forage cap| is Oberfahnrich
Ernst Welsmann, whose final tally
of 63 Soviet kills was to earn him

a poasthumous Knight's Cross on

271 August 1942

was ourt, the f:.F'I.l".'f-"‘.'f-"r"'n-\'-I']IL]-:'I also have added a quarcet of Polish PZL P.37
.|!r.-!':'.l h{ill'llhl'l'h [ [h‘L'il.' Ll:.l'l.lli."l_'1j'~'l' .";l'_li:l]'ﬂ.":]l:lﬂ l'dl.

Also on the southern secror, three more future semi-centurions opened
their accounts against the Soviets with muldple kills to add to their
existing totals. IIL/]G 77's Leutnant Emil Omert claimed a trio of 5B-25
on 24 June to take his tally to five. Forry-eight hours later, the Gruppen-
Adjurant, Oberleutnant Dicthelm von Eichel-Streiber, went one beter
h} L14.J‘r'r'|'ti[1i:: I.:;}Lll.' []H-:!l."\ i]l. A ri1:!|]].' 1Tl i.]'l.'l.l.t\'_".‘i, "a'r'l'l.!'i_'l.-l Jll:‘r'l':l r-'lllh-L'I:i I'!Ii"'- e r:!”
score to five,

Another f':'mj'rj.':rﬂ-ﬂr{'.fu:ﬂn t. Leutnant Friedrich Geissharde of
L{WLG 2, had been eredited with an 5B-2 bomber and a MiGG-3 ﬁgh'rtr
on the second day of the campaign. This upped his total to date o exactly
200 A year earlier this figure would automarically have qualified him for
the Knight's Cross, but such were the numbers ot enemy aircraft now
being shot down on the Russian front that this yardstick had already
1;"1.:']1!'.' 1:"'- 1 |i\'." |:J”.3 r:|. {..:\'."i.:'h";l'luirdf W0 |.||1.] I-Ia'l."u"l:: [ "n’ul'ﬂil' WO Imore |'|:'|ITI|'!|_'I-IS— il.l'll:l
add six more Red Air Force machines to his score — before receiving the
covered award.

Mot SUTP ri:=.i11g_]1_,'. the ht'.n'lv ﬁgh[i ng that was I;lking pim:vgn the cenrral
SCCLOT as _] e ll.]"'i] dfl_'\"'l'r' [oa l'_l[]?:il_' U:]."i[] |1-n ?I'.‘I.U I'_'I'_'Li d r:ri]p L1 FTl.U"r'l.' Hli.ll'.liri.ﬂl.'l.'i
to the list of the Russian front's future 50+ Experten.

Atrer its successes on the opening day of Barbarossa, 1./]G 51 was
credited with just one kill on 23 June. Bur the reconnaissance biplane
brought down by 2. Staffel’s Feldwebel Anton Lindner put him on the
rll:‘:-t rung 1:|:|~|:|:1-:.' |:i-'.|L[L'r |8} |:'|"L'|'_'1:l:|'['|i.|'lg_ i Ht‘mi-i.‘.{:ﬂnlr'm-n. fﬁl. "."u"!_'!ﬂ_‘"l:\.' |i,i[{:'|'. omn
30 June, L/TG 51 was back in the thick of the action. The Crrnppe s
combined score on thar date was 36, A third of that number were claimed
h:‘r' Flill:'l‘[:'l WY hi:l -H.irl_';.{'lj_'l-' h L“.[ LITRE CFE ITHONE H‘[]"l-'i‘L't |T].H.I'_'|'Ii|'| C% 1LTtLlr_'r r|'.|-::lr hl’.'ll' —
Bir, Bareuther, Hotemeier and Krafft — but the brace of 5B-2s downed by
Leutnant Erann Fh:ig lia king his overall total to 11) were his first victories
against the Red Air Force.

By coincidence, 111/]G 51's collective score on 24 June, made up
|'.|r-:.'dmt1l:|1.3nt|j|.' of SB-2s. had also been 36. And a dhird of thar number
fell to just two pilots. Oberleutnant Karl-Heinz Schnell, Sﬂ!_ﬂﬁ.'ﬂl.{'ﬁl.[‘-'ffr'?ﬂ of
9./1G 51, upped his pre-Barbaresa wally of nine to 16 by claiming seven
enemy bombers in three separate missions during the course of the day.

Perhaps even more impressive was

the performance of one of Schnell’s
Q. .‘;raﬁ;f p:i|n‘|’5, Oberfeldwebel
Edmund Wagner, who made his
scoring debur with five kills in the
SdITe tl'll'l':ﬂ: ::nt_f,;lgr_'m{:rl L5

Like I. Gruppe, IVJ]G 51 had
an almost barren day on 23 June.
The Red Air Force was conspicu-
ous by irs absence in its sector, and
most of the daylight hours were
."il}li]'lt grl:}ur:llj-.litr:tﬁ ”H F;ﬂ WIEE tro PEJ
columns and artillery emplace-
ments. The sole acrial success of
[hE d.'."l.:l-" Was A 5i!lg;t‘ SE-.& :‘CH[]HEH:T
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1:.a1lghr and |Z‘||'.':~i-|_L1I.'|ZZ]'tt"-|I] by 12 S!ﬁ_,fr"."ff Feldwebel Heinnch Hoffmann in
mid-evening — his second kill of the war and first in the east. Five days
later, on 28 June, another member of 12./]G 51, Feldwebel Herbert

Friebel, would open his score sheet with an llyushin DB-3 south-west

of Bobruisk.

V.G 51 was sull operating alongside 1L./]G 53, and the latter Gruppe
F:lr::lr.lur_'r_-d just one future 50+ f:frll.'lﬂ'.*f thlr'mg this u;ll’]}'-i:ll‘.'d.‘i]:!l]1 purind =
Leutnant Wolfgang Tonne, whose pair of Tupolev 5B-2 bombers
claitmed on 24 June (his first Russian front victories) raised his current
1.':“.;1! Lo SEVETNL.

Thus, by the end of the first nine days of Operation Barbarosa, some
57 pilots had already achieved the first victory, or victories, thar would
set them on the path to becoming Russian front semi-centurions. In the
wecks, months and years ahead, nearly 100 others would follow them.
Bur the longer the war against the Soviet Union lasted, the more ditheoult
the conditions facing these later arrivals became.

“The happy time’, as some early veterans of the air war in the east

referred to the summer of 1941 — a2 ime of |:ar}__r,-;_', LJr:l['LLl_v ]'.ul1:i|;1:|1:|_'.~. of

unescorted, mainly obsolescent bombers almost lining up o be
slaughtered — could not go on for ever. In fact, even before summer had

gIven way to ea rly aurumn, the Red Air Force had rebuilt the .L:tr-::ng:h of

ics frontal fighter defences. The Jagdpruppen s daily score sheers reflected
this gmduat, bur irreversible, |:|'|:,1ng|:'. with collective claims for a dozen or
more bombers at a time, which had previously been the norm, now being
replaced by appreciably fewer victories, most of them fighters.
Admitredly, these fighters were not the most modern of types either.
But they sufficed to blunt the German advance unril the onset of winter
brought a virtual halt o the campaign of 1941. By then another
35 Lufrwaffe |_'|i|r:_1n|;.~c would have Joi ned the ranks of the future semi-
centurions. Also by that time six of those who had been engaged in
Barbarosa from the very beginning would acrually have wpped the

50 mark . . . but rwo of the six were already dead.

Representative of the fighter
opposition faced by the
Jagdgruppen during the opening
phazes of Barbarossa were these
captured Polikarpov fighters — an
I-153 biplane in the foreground and
an |16 monoplane just visible in the
hackground




‘ALL ROADS
LEAD EAST

mong the earliest of the higher decorations awarded to Russian
front fighter pilots were the Oak Leaves presented to Haupt-
mann Herbert Thlefeld, l'ir':.rpprr:l.@m.l.l:l.l.ln rdenrof L{WLG 2, and
Major Giinther Liiizow, Geselrwaderkommodore of |G 3. These were
conferred on 27 June and 20 [lj|_‘n for 40 and 42 victories respectively.
Both pilots were already wearing the Knight's Cross for carlier successes

in the west prior to Barbarosa, and the totals that won them the Oak

Leaves were sull in line with the original criteria laid down for this
prestigious award. Werner Maolders and Adolf Galland had been the first
two pilots to receive the Oak Leaves back in September 1940 after each
had arcained his 40ch VICLOTY.,

But with the imgu numbers of Sovier aircraft hring shor down during
the opening rounds of the war in the east, there was now a very real
danger ot the Knight's Cross itself becoming devalued. The inirial
benchmark ﬂ;uu'f that would assure a Lufrwaffe I"'lg'hwr P lor of his
winning the Knight's Cross had been 20 enemy aircraft destroyed.
Against western opponents this had represented a considerable
achievement, usually E::ainutl only after weeks, if not months, of hard
campaigning. Bur on the Russian front some pilots had been bringing
dewn four or five machines of the Red Air Force in asi |1f_:]q: day.

['he RLM (Reich’s Air Ministry) came up with the obvious answer —
increase the number of vicrories required o win the award. The figure
set would continue to escalate, sometimes without apparent rhyme or
reason, throughour the remainder of the war against the Soviet Union.
Towards its end, the scores amassed by some Lufrwafte figheer pilots

'l.".-'l.JlEJ-I.] |.'H.' '-'-'L".] imntao []'A':II'lll.! ”glll.’l!".‘i

before the Knight's Cross was hung
around their necks (see :Ifr.:'r:.:'_ﬁ" )
the Aces 37).

The effect of these changes was
telt right from the start, however.
When the first two future semi-cen-
turions to be awarded the Knighrt's
Cross — Heinz Bir and Richard
Leppla, both of JG 51 - received
their decorations in July 1941, each
had already been credited with seven
victories over and above the previ-
r:||L:1|:r c1-|'||ig;1|;nr'_|.-' 20, And the scores
of five of August’'s six recipients
ranged berween 26 and 32, wich
the sixth hiu"mg achieved 40! It is

An Experte in the making. The
rudder of this Fredrich 'Black 5°

of 8./JG 54's Oberleutnant Heinz
Langel records its pilot's victories to
date = a single western kill (an RAF
Blenheim on 30 October 1939) and
four Soviet DB-3s. This photograph
was taken at Diinaburg, in Latvia,
on 5 July 1941

1l5%¥3 Ov3a1 SAVOH 1V
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perhaps worth recording thar the
40 had been racked up by the
only NCO pilot ameng the six,
Oberfeldwebel  Heinrich  Hoff-

mann, whao was a memiber of ‘Pritel’

Bir's 12./]G 51.
Another resule of the increase in

[I"I{' |'||.]|'|'||:'|{'T '::IF |'Z.'|”"i |'|I:'|:"'i.]".‘\i.] 08 'i"r'i'l'l
the Knightrs Cross was thar ir
widened still further the already
:..':I'-.".-'rllmg ;.'1'1 l1r.‘r'.'-."r_'1:]1 if .Irlt] fI'II_'
]'I:Il.ll'_'l'l ||.':|"r'|-'ii'l."!' ]]{J]'I {:-r'..lh-:'.-\, ]:i.l""\-[ {:ll’l:‘:-:"\-.
'he latter was presented for an
mnchividual ace, or acts, of bravery,

whereas the Knight's Cross was orig:

inally instituted to honour a deed, or
L HHE'II.L‘I ¥ ‘I:li.ii \.l R I.IL""-l.'-";.‘i.:‘lil‘-"L'.' narure.
And there was nothing to bridge the chasm thar existed between the two.

I'he lack of any such ‘intermediate decoration’ had been exercising
T]'IL' ['Iii['ll:i."i ”1'. [|:'|I':I:"l-'L' i.IE :!l!rl]ﬂ]’i‘:’." |.|:'|'|:'||:rI ll:ll'_'l:.i:l'l":.' t|:'|L' l.ll:er.']l ‘I:II\ !rfl'l'.l'l":l'.l'i'."-".-'.'l'.'a.l'll.
Suggestions were put forward for a Golden Iron Cross, or an Iron Cross
with (Oak Leaf Cluster, Bur the final arbicer in the matter, the Fibrer
himself, rejected both these ideas. Instead, on 12 Seprember 1941, he
authorised the introduction of an entirely new award - the German Cross
in Gold.

I] ] = UJI.]_'-' 1'-.1-'5:-":.'|1r:||.1:|.¢.|:|L |t. ;'.'I'i'l 101 ACT L"'.{ I.:: I‘fl'_'l.':'l:l d{'L';}I'..I.LEI'; HH | J-U L h‘l ANET ¥ [
be worn on the #ight breast, the German Cross in Gold was a somewhar
-r:ﬂ.-':'r'-:i'.-'.-'.:n:{ :|.|'|.|:| ornare :I.'I:}-:iil'. !T l'.'”'l'l.!'ii!'i“_'l:‘l ‘l:l'l'. d ]:I.T‘_\I_Il:.' .‘i“':!ﬁ[ll"_:i l_'l:ll\'..'ll'l_']ﬂ.'Ll |:I"|'
a golden laurel wreath, the whole backed by a starburst of dark-grev
metal, edged in silver. Because of its weight and size, many recipients,

Fl.'l FTiIIZH].'l]'l:-" AIrmaorn g T]'ll'.' EI.'IZ'I-l]I'III:l F]'Hﬂl'.l:'bi., W Hlll'.l i';ll]-\'..] i" A CIICLLET I] AN 'ﬂlili.l

& smiling Hauptmann Richard
Leppla, Gruppenkammandeur of
ML fJG 5, wearing the Knight's
Cross that resulted from his 27th
victory, & DE-3 downed on 26 July
1947 ...

. - while it was Mo 31 - yet
another DB-2, this one downed
an 28 July - that won his fellow
Gruppenkommandeur Hauptmann
Karl-Gottfried Mordmann of IV, /JG
51 |whaose Friedrich is picturad hera|
hia Knight's Cross on 1 August 1941

TN




refuse to wear it in baule. A cloth
version was subsequently produced
with only the laurel wreath in metal.

And with typical irreverence,
Lufrwatte fighter pilos soon had
th::'[r LW Ili{:kn;lmcs Fﬂ]’ |,'|_-|'C ﬁ"r'i'?:'l,rl;i.
Because the central swastika motif
in its gold surround greatly resem-
hlf‘d 1.J'|f "'l.lll'.']l Hn1;3|ir:r bﬂl‘lgf‘:ﬁ
proudly sported by the early mem-
bers of the Nazi party, some referred
to it as the "Party badge for the
short-sighted’. Others, in keeping
with the culinary theme that had
seeinn the Oak Leaves chrstened

the "Cauliflower’ and the Swords
dubbed the ‘Knife and fork’, would
simply call it the ‘Fried egg”

The first future 50+ ace of the Russian front to be awarded the German

Cross in Gold was Hauprmann Beinhard Seiler, the recentdy appoinred
Gruppenkommandenr of LG 54, He received the decoration on
15 Ocrober 1941, having claimed his 35th kill = an 1-15 downed near
[.:'E]'I.j[:lgi'i.:l.'lj - il.l.:‘ll. ﬁ:-l.l.:r l]-'l.}":'i t::l|'|:it:r. :';t"-«"i'.'l'l maore F'iffl-_lr'-li_"ﬁ "-'r'I:'IlLlld []]L"I'_l Cdrn
“Seppl’ Seiler the Knight's Cross on 20 December.

The next three German Crosses were all presented on 24 Seprember.
They went to Oberteldwebe]l Karl I{q'.mpl' of Sciler's UL/)G 54, the
19-vear-old Leurnant Horst Hannig of 1L/]G 54, and Feldwebel Ortto
Tange ot 11./JG 51, All three currently had rotals of 304+, and all three
would also be sporting the Knight's Cross by the spring of 1942,

Although the German Cross in Gold fell berween the lron Cross, Firse
Class, and the Knight's Cross in order of importance, its award was not
d [:l-l":l:'l:ql.ljsi[E Ib[ 'r".'i.]'l.lli['ll-__: ']'l.l: higl‘u:r I:‘I‘L'I:."”T.ll.'iﬂ'l'l. ||'I {'ﬂ']'l:,"l' 1.=.-'l.‘_rrd_l:. d |:'Iitl:ll[
did not fave to have the German Cross before he could be considered tor
the Knight's Cross. Some Knight's Cross winners never did receive the
{_.ﬂ:“ﬂﬂ“ Crﬂs'ﬁ i.]'E l'.;uld. ‘[—]'l]u_'r}i Wers :31.=.';1r:||:£l r]'ll:" Wi d-:‘.n‘nml;’i{m:i in
scemingly reverse order. All chree of the next trio of Russian frone pilots
to be given the German Cross in Gold, for example — Hauptmann
Richard Leppla and Oberleutnants Wolfgang Spite and Kurt Ubben -
were already wearing the Knight's Cross,

The flurry of awards conferred during the late summer and early
autumn of 1941 were indicative of the rapidly rsing personal tallies

of many of the fighter pilots engaged on the Russian front. Most of
[hC'.';L' Ejl‘t}" Paf{j"_-jp:ll'l{h- i.]l Hl"]':"ll:.l'ﬂ]'i-'.'l'ﬂi WETC .'LI:‘II::li.l'l.E 1o sCore .\,"il_l{:l:,'[ﬂ ﬂlrﬂ:‘ﬂ_d}"
opened against the western allies. One such was Leurnant Heinz Bir of
1./]G 31, who had embarked upon the campaign in the east wich a roral
standing at 17.

Since promoted to oberleunant and appointed Stafelbapitin of
12./]G 51, Bir's 67¢h victory — one of a pair of Petlyakov Pe-2s claimed
on the evening of 9 August 1941 — was thus the 30th Red Air Force
machine he had brought down., Bir was the first of the semi-centurions wo
reach this figure.

The steadily rising scores of the
Russian front Jagdffieger led to the
introduction of the intermediate
German Cross in Gold, as modelled
here by Leutnant Hans Fuss, the
Staffelkapitan of 6./JG 3, in the
summer of 1942, Fuss received the
award on 10 July 1942, and it was to
be followed by the Knight's Cross -
for his then total of 60 Soviet
aircraft destroyed - on 23 August

The first Russian front semi-
centurion to receive the German
Cross in Geld had been Hauptmann
Reinhard Seiler on 15 October 1941
He too was avwarded the Knight's
Cross shortly afterwards — on

20 December — for a total of 42.
Perversely, however, although the
latter can just be made out around
his neck, there is no sign of the
‘Fried egg” on that decidedly non-
regulation leather jacket (although
the lron Cross is prominently
dizplayed on his left breast]. On the
eriginal print of this photograph tweo
stitches are visible below the pocket
zipper on the right - was "Seppl’
Seiler perhaps one of those who
decided that Hitler's new decoration
was too bulky to be worn in action?

1S¥3 dv31 SAvOoH 11V
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Three more pilots gor o their Russian front half-centuries in
Hﬂf:ltl_'lnhﬂl'. -|.1"|-".'|:l Wors {.;'i.li'l.ti'll_']' J..'i.l.t:l'.'(}"!'l-' il.]'l.d. Kl{l’l-‘::l“li}iﬂtl r“:i:l!'d]'['li'l.]'l]l
(with their 68th and 59th kills respectively). The third was Oberfeldwebel
Heinrich Hoffmann, the NCO pilot of Bir's Seaffed who had amassed 40
I.':'i”"l |:'H.‘.ﬁ] e |'.l|:i|'|g i‘l"l-'ﬁ"ilfllll.‘.lll hi". Knigl‘ltﬁﬁ rn._jl"l ek, Ii'I.:'l H[:IFEl'l 11l I':I.:H.] l:l‘['ll}" IC

pre- Barbarosa success 1o his credit — a Spitfire downed during the Baule of
Britain — it was his 5 1st victory (the first of three Red Air Force machines
credited to him on 4 September) that elevated him to the ranks of the
semi-centurions. It was a position he would enjoy for less than a month
betore achieving the unhappy distinction of being the first of their number
Ly IH: I:';.I“E".{ i[] H.L't-l( 1.

[t was on 3 Ocrober 1941, moments after claiming his 63rd kill, char
Hoffmann's ‘Brown 2" was brought down while attacking llyushin 11-2
Shtzrmoviks south of Yelnya. His loss was keenly felt, not just by his
fellow members of 12, Seaffel, but by the entire Geselnvader, for at the time
of his death the now little known Hoffmann was the fourth highest scorer
ver produced by JG 51. Only Werner Malders (101 victories, and since
banned from operational flying), Heinz Biir (80 vicrories, and currentdy

reloye rlillg_ 1n ]'I.':'I'."ipl r.'l.! iiFH:T l:fi].'il'l-lit“".l.:i r1g ]JE':IiI'I I'.I EIETH }" |-||IL".";::' = []'Ij
Hermann-Friedrich Joppien (70 victories, 28 of them in the east before An unusually serious Oberfeldwebel

being killed in action on 25 August) having scored more. Heinrich Hoffmann of 12./JG 51. He
g was the first Russian front semi-

In recognition of his achieverments, Oberfeldwebel Heinrich 4 g 2 .
o centurion to be killed inm action

Hoftmann was the first fighter pilot of non-commissioned rank to
be honoured with Fl-r,:u:irhl.]rnm].lc Olak Leaves.

The career of one of October’s two newly ﬂtd::.rll_*d SEMi-CENIUrions —
another oberfeldwebel of ]G 91 —was 1o be even briefer than Hoffmann's,
All of Edmund "-.'{-":Lgm:r:s victories were scored on the Bussian front. The
fiest five, all bombers, he had claimed on 24 June. His 50ch, an ‘[-61
fighter, was desparched on 28 October. He added another five to his tally |
in the ensuing fortnight betore he was himself shot down and killed |

in action against a formation of Pe-2 bombers on 13 November. His
final total of 55 had not sufficed for a German Cross in Gold, but
Oberfeldwebel Edmund "':':-'I.'IE!IH'I' of *J.F_[R: 51 was also hooowred
posthumously with a Knight's Cross four days after his dearh.

As the winter of 1941 rightened its grip on the bactdefields, Army
{._rr'l:lll.'} H( "lh wWals db d'l.l_' g."l.fl_'h: ‘I.:IJ: [.::Il:lr]gr'ﬂd R Li filfl:] l:r' |i|.-IJ"|.:||.|.].':' Sﬂll[]'l. Was

B 3 . L . A pair of Friedrichs from N1LJ/JG 51
occupving almost the whole of the Ukraine, Bur the great prize in the wlobiired o th Eentel westis it

centre — Moscow — remained uncaken. And when German ground torces autumn of 1941




Winter 1941-42 on the northern
sector, As two B 109Fs of 1./ JG 54
foreground) are readied for their
neaxt mission, a Staffel of Ju 870
Stukas takes off for another strike
somewhere along the Leningrad)
Volkhov front

resumed their offensives in the spring of 1942, Hitler's gaze was no longer
tocused on the capital city of the Sovier Union. His attenton had curned
]l].‘i!L'..lL] [in |.|"|‘L' "i“'l.]l.h.. :|.||.|;.| th' r_'llr:r1t}'1:-; rllL'I:] H']lﬂ.tll.l:'i L‘I‘l]"-"r'll i lllf {..:-:l.ll.L':.l."ill.H
region. Much of the major action of the second year of the war in the east
Wils rl'llll‘i ty £ k.l.' ETli'lii.:L' 1 rhlf." 500 thht:rll SCCTOr,

h"1'i.'-;|.]|"."r'||i|‘|:. i.]l. ll]t' ]1“‘f1.||. fl'll'_' .'1-“.‘1::1: “i I.t'llil]l’;r;atl '!'k'ﬂll]li.l L‘l1r]I.'t||lL|:. L‘”]d
on the central secror, once the Red Army's winter counter-oftensive had
run its course, the tront stabilised inco little more than a holding war.

The enforced lack of aerial activity during the depths of the winter is
indicated by the fact chat, in the first two months of 1942, only three
I?.Il‘l.:l 15— H-::rl:ltl t.]ii”':]'!'\'i'h'i.'l:'l.. }‘::ir| K'I‘.']['ll.]luiilﬂ.l |..|:“|.:l'|:":|'|.|'.|. S‘It‘i.] lhi.‘“.'-". v ..ll.] 'I-"a'i.t I'l
scores in the low 40s, were awarded the Knight's Cross as they edged their
way towards the half-century.

One who did top the 50 mark dnring this pl:rlnd- however, was
[11./]G 52's Feldwebel Gerhard Képpen. He had received the Knighe's
Crosson 1B December 1941 for his chen 40 victories, Over the ﬁm”uwing
weeks he had continued to add steadily to chis number. The four
machines of the Red Air Force that he downed on 24 February 1942

15¥3 dv3il sSavoH 1v
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took his tally — all scored on the Russian front — to 72, and earned him the
Oak Leaves three days larer.

The indestructible Heinz Bir was also back in action at the head of his
1 E.Irl-l:_: -‘il b_'l-' l]'l.iﬂ- l'l:I'[]t'. H'E h-;ll'.{ ll.':ll:t'l'l. .:I.'l."n"iﬂ"ljt'L'I 1..|'II_' S\"l.'l]]'ﬁ.l?:- CH1 I[-:I' [:L'l‘JrLI:II'}'
for his overall total of 90 enemy aircraft destroyed, Less forounare was
H:mlrtirmnn Franz Eckerle, the {.?IFIIPPI'.'?Eél':-'?J'ImrJFI'I"‘IIIVII'J' of 1./]G 54. Like
Br earlier, he too had been forced to make an emergency landing behind
enemy lines (southeast of Schliisselburg on 14 February 1942). Buc
ll.!'l[il"i.t B:.ir .l'lt' Wikl llﬂiihit fr m.‘Ll:t: ]'I.I". Wl |:'HII'_'I‘E i FI'i:L‘ru“}f ﬂ:r:rirnr]r' -'II'II:‘I
was posted missing, presumed killed.

A well-known aerobatic pilot before the war, Eckerle had been one of
September 194175 seven Knight's Cross recipients (tor a score of 30, all
but four in the east). He was the third Russian front semi-centurion to be
lost. His final overall toral of 59 resulted in another set of posthumous
Ok Leaves, awarded on 12 March 1942,

The resumprtion of operations come the spring chaw of March 1942
15 also reflected in the number of decorations awarded that month. Five
of the six Knight's Crosses to be conferred again went o pilots who
had reached, or topped. the 40
mark, but had yer to atrain cheir
half-century. The sixth had done
so, bur his achievements had
g“l.'l‘l'.' LJnrn:f_'{:lg_l'liHL‘u.]. r].'h{': l?il”" -EI'I
question, Leurnant Hans Srrelow,
Staffetkapitan of 5./]G 51, did not
disguise his feelings abour this
apparent oversight. The rudder of
his Friedrich, with all his victones
carefully recorded on it, also bore
the drawing of a Knight's Cross
I:;:ll.]“\’r'l:'(l I_.I}' i3 ];Ir;__'__i:‘ l:,ll_lﬂhl_'i.l:ll'l Ima r]-:!

By the dme Hans Strelow
received the Knight's Cross he so

clearly telt encitled to—on 18 March

Seen here in September 1941 as

the Staffelkapitan of 6./JG 54, being
congratulated upon winning the
Knight's Cross, Hauptmann Franz
Eckerle (right] had been appointed
Gruppenkommandeur of 11/ JG 54 by
the tirme he was reported missing

on 14 February 1942 = the third
Russian front semi-centurion
casualty

The rudder of Leutnant Hans
Strelow’s Friedrich makes his
feelings perfectly clear - "I've got the
40 kills, when do | get my Knight's
Cross?”
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Appointed Gruppeakormmandeur of
M.fJG 77 on & Septembaer 1947, just
24 hours after winning his Knight's
Cross, it took Hauptmann Kurt
Ubben an additional six months and
di kills before he was recommended
for the Oak Leaves _ . .




. . . which he received from the
hands of the Fihrerin person, He
iz seen here in the centre of the
lineg-up, flanked by two members
of JG 54, In the foreground (right)
is Oberleutnant Max-Hellmuth
Ostermann, who is just being
presented with his Oak Leawves by
Hitler, while, half-hidden in shadow
at the far end, future 177 -victary
Russian front Experte Hauptmann
Hans Philipp waits to receive the
Sweords for his eurrent total of 82
(for detalls of Philipps career ses
Ozprey Aireralt of the Aces 37

The highest scoring semi-centurion
af them all was Oberfeldwebel
Leopold ‘Bazi' Steinbatz of 9./JG 52,
whose total stood at 99 when he
was shot down by Soviet flak on

15 Jume 1942. He is pictured here
wearing the Oak Leaves he had won
just 13 days earlier. Steinbatz would
become the first NCO of the entire
Wehrmacht ever to receive the
Swords - albeit posthumously -
which were announced on

23 June 1942

— his total was .IiT:lnd'mg at 32. He
more than made his point by adding
another 14 kills over the course of
|.|"|{‘. next h-i}; I:ii!}":'i. |'I'I|I.|'I|i|. ﬂ'l.l:: -'Il]l'hl::lri-
li.e.‘:: more Ll:'l;lll ]Ili.idl: .'J.II]L‘lII'.l.:'i |:J':|-'
promptly awarding him the Oak

Leaves. The 1[}-}'r;1r-n]d Berliner

thereby became the voungest weare
of the Oak Leaves in the war to dare.

.]-"r'l-'ﬂl l:}ll'.ll:'l' I"l:l.]l.l'.|.51| :.jl.]ﬁ‘.'l']'!:'.ltl'li]l]l
Max-Hellmuth  Ostermann of
]G 54 and |G 77's Kurt Ubben, also
got their Chak Leaves in March 1942

- for totals of 62 and 69 respec-
tively. They were followed in April
by Wolfgang Spiite (72 victories, all
but one on the Russian froneg), and in May Oberleutnant Ostermann was
awarded the Swords for |'|.".H.'5||i|11_r, his century (91 in the east).

The number of semi-centurions was beginning o climb, but so wo
were their losses. They suftered three casualties in May 1942 alone, two of
them recent Oak Leaves winners.

On 5 May Gerhard Képpen of HL/]G 52 was forced to dicch in the Sea
l”i. .'llﬁn:l':li?'l.' "."r'hl.']l. I!i"i l;.'['ll:.:.illli‘." WS |:'|i:| {iuril]g A1 {‘.Ilgllg{:]”ﬂlﬂ 'r\'i'.ll. pl.'f-::'-. .I'J'|
fellow pilot who had seen him climb our of his machine continued 1w
circle overhead until his fuel ran low., .-"n.lrh:mgh a pair of thn;'j's from
neighbouring G 77 were immediately desparched to the scene, they saw
no sign of Koppen in the wacer — just a pair of Soviet MTBs heading back
to the satery of the coast. Whether Gerhard Koppen drowned or became
a prisoner of the Russians remains uncertain to this day,

The latter fate was one that the young Hans Screlow was determined o
..I'l-'i:l:iﬂ.i 41 -IH Corsls, H'." LEHDY WWials I-;i?ﬂ:l'(l. ';.I“WI'I I?E'hil'll:l ::n-.‘:ll'l}' |'i|:'|1.':1 .'I.ii'l::l' |
running fight with a formation of Pe-2s near Misensk on the central
sector on 22 May. Rather than be caprured by the Red Army, it is
reported chat the Kapitinol 5./]G 51 shot himselt. The Petlyakov he had
just claimed rook his Russian frone roral 1o 68,

]i:{:u'[ly a week after Strelow’s loss,
another of JG 51's semi-centurions
came 'Li'::"l\"['l OWEr Cncmy f‘."fl'i.'[cl'r}".
Leutnant Erwin E:|q:;g_ had been with
the Geschuwader since mid-1940.
Mot only had he often flown as
Werner Malders” wingman, the two
had become close personal friends,
and Erwin H-::ig_ had been a witness
at the Kommodere: wedding in
September 1941, After baling out of
his damaged Friedrich near Podorye
on 2% May, Fleig was 1o spend many
years in Soviet captivity, not being
returned to Germany unul long

afrer the war.

15%3 a¥31 SAYO0H 11v¥
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June 1942 saw two more pilos awarded the Oak Leaves.
Oberfeldwebel Leopold Steinbarz of 9./]G 52 had claimed his first kill
{an 1-16 southeast of Kiev) on 4 August 1941, In February 1942 he had
received the Knight's Cross for a toral of 42. By the beginning of June he
had all but doubled thar score to 83, claiming 35 kills in May alone.

On 15 June, less than a formighe after being presented with the Oak
Leaves, ‘Bazi' Steinbarz was brought down by Sovier and-aircraft fire, By
then his score had rsen o Just one short of a century, m.aln'ng him the
1 1th ranking Lufrwafte fighter pilot ar that ime. He also became the first
ever NCO in the entre Wehrmacht to be awarded the Swords when he
Wik .I'Iﬂl'll:ll.lrﬂl'_{ F.H':lﬁ-l.'h L1 rnnLl.l:]}' on :'I_ﬁ_]'ll.]'l.l:.

It was on thar same 23 June thar L{JWLG 2's Oberleumnant Friedrich
Ceisshardt received his Oak Leaves for an overall toral of 79 victories.

Between April and June 1942, nine pilots won the Knight's Cross.
Their scores ranged from 40 to 49. They were all nudging the 50 barrier,
but none had yer broken through it. All thar was to change in August
when the BLM |'_']L"=1r|:.-' u_}:l}:n:ﬂ the award criteria l:l}' another notch. That
month's four Knight's Cross recipients all had totals well in excess of 50,
'-:I"]'lt red Ftt'l'. |t |:H:L'.1rr.|:: YOIy rarc Fl:l]' d F‘H“t "l-'i'ifl'l d RO0OIre hﬂ.".l:]"r'i' fh at ﬁgun: tin
be awarded the Knight's Cross (there are believed to have been only five).
In ctfect, the conferral of a Knight's Cross would hencetorth almost
guarantee the recipient’s being, or soon becoming, a semi-centurion.

August 1942 was a turning point in another way too. It was the first
month in which new additions to the ranks of the semi-centurions were
tJutl'l.l.l.lTll‘.ﬂ:rl:rJ. h}" tl‘Lr.'ir |{J."||'.";':'.'i- -i-"r'!'ﬂ I:]I:. |.'[-.|‘|'.' :F::]'L'I.I.' Kni.gl‘l.fh [..:n.:l:‘iﬁl:h- ;t'l.'.-":'lrd Ed.
were posthumous, and the remaining pair went to pilots with only wecks
to live,

Two shots that illustrate the
Luftwaffe's continuing supremacy
12 moniths into the air war on the
Russian front - the tail of an [I-2 shot
down by future semi-centurion
Oberfeldwebel Otto Wessling of
9./JG 3 on 11 June 1942 , .,




. .. and the rudder of the Swords-
wearing Hauptmann Helnz Bér —
now Gruppenkommandeur of 17JG
77 on the Crimea - displaying his
current total of 113 kills, the last
two 8 brace of [-16s downed over
the Kerch Straits on 27 June 1942

But in the latter half of 1942 things
suddenly changed and losses
started to climb. In August alone,
five semi-centurions were killed or
reported missing, One of them was
S3-wictory Karl Sattig, Staffelkapitan
of 6./JG 54, who went down in the
Rzhev area on 10 August . . .

The latter were Hauprmann Joachim Wandel and Leutnant Hans
Fuss, the Staffedeapitine of 5./]G 54 and 6./]G 3 respectively. Wandel
received his Knight's Cross on 21 August for a total of 64 vicrories. He
would add 11 more before being killed on 7 October when his Gustan
dived vertically into the ground during a low-level doghght with
[a505-35 northeast of Oshoashkow.

Hans Fuss was awarded the Knight's Cross on 23 August for his 60
kills. He too would claim 11 more Soviet victims before his Bf 109G-2
was badly damaged in a doghight with a gaggle of Yak-1s on 14
September. Although he made it back wo 11/]G 3's base at Dedyurevo,
north of Vyazrma, the engine of Fuss’ machine cut out as he attempted an
emergency landing. [t somersaulted several times and he suffered severe
injuries, from which he died in a Berlin hospital on 10 November.

T|‘|1.’: ﬁr.l:T ':FE- |_'I_H: ]'l'l'l_.ll'ITI'II:"i Wil Flﬂ.";ﬂ\'l_l.lﬂ'l_.l'l_iﬁ- Knlghl_‘lh '::_:ru.l:.*it.l: Wik
awarded to Obetleutnant Ernst Weismann of IV./JG 51. He had been
torced to bale our of his stricken "Brown 127 during a dogfight norch of
Rzhevon 13 Huguﬁl. His Knight:ﬁ Cross was announced Eighl days later.
All 69 of his vicrories had been claimed on the Russian front. The second
award went to L/]G 52's Oberfeldwebel Heinz-Wilhelm Ahnert. He had
reached his half-century on 9 July, and had since added a further seven
kills to his score before being brought down by return fire from a
Pe-2 near Koptevo on 23 August. His Knight's Cross was awarded
posthumously thar same day. Like Weismann, all of Ahnert's victories
had been claimed over Russia,

Three other Russian tront semi-centurions were lost in August. In fact
on 12 May Oberleutnant Max-Hellmuth Ostermann, the Swaffelkapivin
of 8./]G 54, had been the sixch Lufrwatte fighter pilot to achieve 100 kills
{for which he received the Swords), but the first nine of these had been
claimed prior to Barbaresa. Unlike most pilots, who disliked venturing
too far over Sovier-held territory for obvious reasons, Ostermann revelled

Ziﬂ ||I]F.|g-|'_:“.h|.il]ll'_'t' E'I'i!tfl]].‘-i I'.|.I:L"EJ intu LTIy iii.]'ﬁl?i!ﬁ.'t‘- EI-LH.' il. WS one 5IJC|:I

freie Jagd sweep that was o prove his undoing. Although an expert

doghighter, Ostermann met his march when he was intercepted and shot
down by nine enemy ﬁghlurﬂ near Ammosovo on 9 August. His final
Russian front total was 93.

The day after Ostermann’s loss, kellow Staffelbapitin Hauptmann
Karl Sartig of 6./]G 54 was reported missing in the Rzhev area. A
reconnaissance pilot ar the beginning of the war, Sattig had converted to
ﬁght:rﬁ in 1941. All of his 53 kills had been scored in Ruxﬂa, two of them
by night. 4./JG 52's Leutnant Waldemar Semelka had also claimed all his
(5 successes in the cast, the first on the opening day of the campaign. On
21 August he too was reported missing. Both Saeeig and Semelka would
be honoured with posthumous Knight's Crosses the following month.

Scpl::'mh-s:r ]E}i:’! wWas o osec more I:,‘I.f_'"ﬂl:,:l rat i_I:,'I'I'I.H i!“’:l_l'{lﬂ] b s5em Il-
centurions than any other month during the course of the war in the east.
In addition 1o those of Sartig and Semelka menrioned above, ten other
Knight's Crosses were conferred. Eight of the recipients had scores
ranging between 50 and 63, but the remaining rwo fell some way ourside
what was presumably the then current 50-60 yardstick.

[eutnant Walter Zellot, the «‘;Tﬂﬁéﬂl.'&'ﬂlﬂfﬁﬂ of E-Jr_[{; 53, was another
who had elaimed his fiesc kill on the opening day of Barbaresa. Since that
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time he had amassed 77 more
(including three during /]G 537
brief initial deployment in the
Mediterranean  theatre),  before
finally being presented with the
K]lighl-}i Cross on 3 Stt:lt::m]:u:r.
Fellow Sraffeleapivin Oberleut-
nant Woltgang Tonne of 3./JG 53
had five victories fewer than Zelloc
when he received his Knight's Cross
three days later. But his total of 73 -

all bur five scored in Russia — was
still way above the prevailing norm.
-I-]'l.l.' J:": l"l-\'ﬂrﬁ—t]'lui r—l.-H.' |'|'.|.'|.I'.‘|I";l 1[]'.' fnr
their apparent tardiness in present-
ing T'onne with the Knight's Cross by promptly awarding him the Oak
Leaves later that same month — on 24 Seprember — for an overall total of
101, But Walter Zellot would not live to get the same treatment.

On 10 .'in:‘.ptc.'m['r::r, X ;li:l_'[}-' one week after receivi ng the Hnigh['.ﬁ L_ross,
and with seven more kills added to his score in the interim, he was shot
down by Soviet anti-aircraft fire during a low-level strafing attack.

'n._:l'['ll‘_' 8] I: HEETFI’.'T“':"":‘.'I'I.'{ Wi I:TFI.-H_'T :'I:L'Tl'li-li_'tfl'ﬂ'lll'lil:'“'l -'.::!.*-;u.l]l'it'r-;, l-IﬂT.l'l.
oberfeldwebels, had been a member of Zellot's 2./]7G 53, Alfred Franke's
score was standing at 59 when he was killed in action just 24 hours before
his .'im_,l';.i'éffhi‘.'m:.’:'ﬂ. His promotion to leutnant was posthumous, as was his
Knight's Cross, announced on 29 Ocrober. By contrast, ]G 52's Kurt
Rarzlaft received no further official recognicion afrer being shot down and
taken prisoner on 29 September — "all’ thar his final rotal of 68 Soviet
aircraft destroyed had earned him had been the German Cross in Gold,
H'l.\":t'l'{]t'[‘l H:ll Ir |'|'|I:I|'I[I-IH cd rlicr.

Dufj['lg lhE EL'I.[E SLTIITIET Hlld Ei.l.f]_'l-' AT, 1.]|.l'.' gl"l:l'l.l.lld. ﬁ:ll'l.'ﬂ."\: {1 Ill.l_'
southern secror had made considerable terrivorial gains. As the 1942
oftensive progressed, Army Group South had been divided into Army
Groups A and B. On the right, or southernmose, Hank of the twin-
pronged advance, Army Group A, in particular, had thrust deep down
ill‘.f." l}le [-.'H.U sy — JIrI'I':'I l]gh "I'll";I 'I::liH'-i':lilf'i il.]ﬂ :li'lg| rl'.l':.‘ :‘I-I-.H Ires ‘I:I'I'-rl_lff {. :ii:‘rl'.liuil'.l
Sea still remained ranalisingly just our of reach.

Meanwhile, Army GroupB on the left flank had crossed the River
[:l'lf‘JI:J EJ“.'. Wk ht'ill'.l.i['lg t”w:!l'd.‘i 5!:!|i|lgr:lt|.- '|1rl:mi':x ”i’lTl'It" "i]'.ll'.'.'lrl'llﬁ":l.l:hl'lg
6. Armee reached the ourskires of the city late in August, bur all actempas
to take it would fail. As autumn gave way to an increasingly harsh winter,
the Red Army's stubborn defence of its leader’s namesake city on the
west bank of the River Volga would result in the fiercest, bloodiest and
undoubtedly most famous bactle of the entire Russian front campaign.
It ended in the complete annihilation of the encircled and starving
6, Armee.

Stalingrad has since gone down in history as the major turning point of
the war in the east. Thereafter, Hitler's ground forces would be almost
constantly on the defensive, No less so the Luftwaffe. Semi-centurions
l":.:"r-:l.ldeﬁll..lf SI_"IJ'lE“-'.'.L. W;tht:r .rl"l:t'uﬂlt .'l.]l.l'.l J'!'l.iI:TEI'.l Ffiil'll"i.l.' E'l:il'.l Jl]l +;i”.|:'|'| :il-l
front of the city. They would not be the last.

oo and three days later 12,/JG 51's
Oberleuvtnant Ernst Weaismann was
also lost near Azhev. He is pictured
here {centre) with the carved
‘wictory stick” on which he recorded
all of his 69 kills. Both Sattig and
Weismann would be honoured with
posthumous Knight's Crosses (in
September and August respactively)




STALINGRAD
'AND KURSK

gainst a backdrop of the looming, bur as yet unforeseen,

catastrophe ot Stalingrad, October 1942 was very much a

repetition of the previous mondh. Eight more Knight's Crosses
were awarded, all o pilots with scores of 50 or more, To offset this there
were two further losses.

The first had been thar of Hauptmann Joachim Wandel described
in the previous chapter, Ocrober’s other casualey was 2/]0G0 527%
Oberfeldwebel Berthold Grassmuck., With one victory already to his
name, he had claimed his first Russian victim (an [-16) on 5 Ocrober
1941, three days afrer L/]JG 52's belated arrival on the Russian front. He
reached his halt-century on 6 Auguse 1942 and, with a score of 56, had
been one of Seprember’s ten Knight's Cross recipients.

Within hours of the award Grassmuck was on his way to Stalingrad’s
Pitomnik airfield with the rest of L/JG 52. There, he would rake his
overall total to 65 before being killed in action on 28 Ocrober when the
engine of his fighter was hic by Soviet anti-aircrate bire and he came down
just short of base. A Grappe diarist recorded;

‘On 28 Ocrober Knight's Cross holder Oberfeldwebel Grassmuck,
unbeaten in the air by the enemy, crashed six kilomerres east of the hield
and was laid o rest with full military honours in the heroes’ cemerery ac
Pitomnik airfield.’

Grassmuck’s comrades were eredited with 116 Red Air Force machines
shot down during cheir six-week stay at Piromnik. Then, on 5 November,
after handing their Gusraps over to the resident [G 3, they were
withdrawn to Rostov-on-Don for rest and rehit.

The three Gruppen of ]G 3 had been supporting Army Group B during
the summer as it advanced on Stalingrad. Most of their number had then
been transferred forward to Pitomnik, only some 20 kilomerres from the
city's centre, in September. And it was they who would bear the brunt of
the fighter war over and around the beleaguered 6. Armee in the terrible
weeks ahead.

At first this simply meant more of the same kind of missions that had
successfully brought them as far as the Volga — missions to procect the
ground troops from ever increasing enemy air attack, and freie fagd fighter
sweeps. It was one of the latter that cost the life of Leumant Ludwig
Hiifner, the Staffelbapizin of 3./]G 3, who became yet another vietim of
the Red Army's murderous anti-aircraft fire. His “Yellow 6" was brought
down on 10 November while ground strafing a Soviet fighter airfield 80
kilometres to the east of Stalingrad. Moments before, Hiifner had claimed
one of the Yak-1s defending the field. It was his 52nd kill (his first
had been another of those Mysterious Tortez 635" downed in 1941), and

'h'.'EIl]lLl CATEl |Z|i!|] i |JIZ:|!-i1|IlI.II:1|.JlI!':- Hﬂig]ﬂlhf:fﬂ‘ih o 24 ]}L'-L'L'I[ILI-L'I.
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The first of October’s two casualties
Hauptmann Jeachim Wandel,
Staffelkapitan of 5./JG 54, was lost
during a dogfight with LaGG-3s on
7 Dectober 1942, .,

oo and exactly three weeks after
Wandel was killed on the northern
sector, L/JG 52's Oberfeldwebel
Berthold Grassmuck lost his life to
Soviet flak as the fighting around
Stalingrad intensified
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Just nine days atter Hifner's loss, the Russians launched massive
counter-offensives to the north and south of Swlingrad. On 22
MNovember the jaws of the two PINCers met near Kalach. on che River Don,
and Stalingrad was cur off. As the Red Army closed in on the beleaguered
city from all sides, conditions quickly deteriorated. Lufrwafte cransport
crews made superhuman effores o make pood Reichomarchall Goring's
foolhardy boast that he could keep the defenders supplied by air. It was
an impaossible task.

Lack of equipment and tacilities, the appalling weather — blizzards in
the air, deep snow on the ground - and, above all, the thousands of anti-
aircraft guns encircling the city, and packed particularly densely in “flak
lanes’ along che transports’ routes of approach o Pitomnik, kept supplics
down to a bare fraction of whar was actually required to keep 6. Armee
alive and fighting,

The only semi-centurion lost while
sarving with the Platzschutzstaffel
Pitomnik was 2./JG 3's Leutnant
Georg Schentke, who baled out
over enemy territory on Christmas
Day 1942. He is seen here as an
oberfeldwebel (centre] earlier in the
year when a member of IILJJGE 3
with, left, Gruppenkomimandeur
Major Karl-Heinz Greisert [killed in
action 22 July 1942 and fellow

9. Staffel oberfeldwebel, and
semi-centurion, Walter Ohirogge
{serlously wounded on & September
1942 after claiming his 74th Soviet
wictim)

Stalingrad 1947-42. Troops unload
supplies flown in to Pitomnik by

Ju 52/3ms of Blindflugschule (Blind
Flying School] 2. The transport
crewws made superhuman efforts

to keep the beleaguered £ Armee

supplied by air . . .




... while the fighters did all they
could to protect the vulnerable
Junkers tri-motors . . .

... bt it was a hopeless task, After
the loss of Pitomnik, supplies had to
be air-dropped either by parachute,
or in special containers such as that
shown here. The purpose-built
Verpflegungsabworflkiste (Airdrop
Supply Crate) 500, slung beneath
the bally of a He 111 bomber, was
fitted with a parachute at one end
(right} and a buffer at the other to
reduce the force of impact as it hit
the ground

Within a week of Stalingrad’s encirclement, the Gustars of JG 3 were
lel:'l'ljr;!‘r'r'll [{a lhli.' l.”!l]l.:llL'}; cJ[.;Lirj}E|LlH -'l.l“LlIll'.l ."ﬁ"]“l.'“"i“'h'."il‘l.i‘l.}"ﬂ |]l'|:'|i.||l'.|. llil"
Don, one of the two main supply bases for flights into the city. Bur calls
had pone out tor volunteers to torm a Staffelwithin the perimeter itself.
Many answered the appeal — enough to man the unit on a rotational basis.
Among those who served with the Plareschutestaffel Piromnik (Pitomnik
Airfield Defence Squadron) were future semi-centurions Leutnant
':-rLI::‘.-I.:H-' ]:I |‘L"]||'| Il.{l'l:!ur:- 14 l.l r'.']d"-"ﬂ;.'l]t’l ]'-[ AlE ‘:;f':.lll.':]‘L'TH.

Their job was to protect the vulnerable transpores from air actack on the
|:|.5'||. ll_'i; ‘IJY‘I][L' ﬁlli?Pl:l" rLr ik I"lll“:l]'['lnll]"'... .:l.E'lI:‘I oy oover t]‘lr_'r:ll I;J.'Il.:l'i:l'l.g| rh:.'i.r
hurried turnarounds on the ground as they unloaded stores and ook
aboard the wounded waiting for evacuation. Only one S0+ Experte is
believed to have been lost during the Platzechutzstaffels briet existence.
This was 2./JGG 3's Leutnant Georg Schentke who, after claiming his
Boch Russian front vicoim [prc1-|'|,1h|}-' an 11-2), was himself forced o bale
Ul Over 1.‘E||:|||}"-]|'.'I'L'I lﬂ.'ll'.ll”]'_'r' L8 :I'lﬂ west ‘I.:II:. 1JI|'_' :";I:'llil'liiillg Slil]iilg]’ild
perimeter.

Diespite the Lufrwatte's valiane effores, the 6. Armeewas slowly starving
o death. By early January 1943 s daily rations were 200 grams of
horsemear (including bones), 75 grams — or two slices — of bread, 12
EF:HTT.‘C T:I'I:.FJI", I ] gr.‘uﬂ.li T:I'I:.‘ill.giil' a'l,]'ll:‘l anc l'.'.igﬂ refthe FH,'!I' TR, -II]'ll'_' Fl‘i]'”ﬂi .!l‘l{]

eroundcrews of the Pitomnik Staffel

suffered the same hardships. One
I:II_':'F'L'TiE'H:r.'. "u’r'l'liit 'I'.'('I'f'l{]i*i‘l]flh WEerce IlkL'
towards the end;

“We were all physigally exhausted.

Maost of our machines were dam-
aged in one way or another, and
IL'{:II,IEI:I I:'I'l-lll'!." I._-I"ﬂ I{':FH,' I-II,'.II_"'I'ﬁ[iI:,'II'Ifl_] "ul'h'ifl'l
immense difficulty due o almost
constant enemy bombardment and
:i[r.;l.[;k H’U'l'l'l l'i'll:_: ;Lir. I"l-.'{l'lﬂ .I'li,i{i Lo Con-
fl'.'”li.[ 'l-"a'i."]l. Frl_'c'.-'.i]lg_ e [J'L‘T-'l.‘.ll.]'t'f‘i Al ld.
an almost complete lack of supplies,
spare parts and equipment. Even
alter the engines had been warmed
up, our machines could only be

.'-iTHFT\'.“IZ] IJ:.' ‘r'iEE_'IFIZ'IL].‘-i II.'I'iiI'.Il'i.Zir'IE. HIH‘
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the mechanics could usually make only one or two wrns of the handle
before collapsing from cold and hunger.

"'And J”. 1.|!l'_' 'l\"hi.]t' '!'H'_' I:.il_']ﬂ.l Wl untlr_‘r TECAET COr I‘:II'IL].'II alir .1':“!".:'1;. ]_':l}' I:l.!:.'
and by nighr. Time and again our machines suffered fresh damage from
shrapnel and bomb splinters because, despite the cold, they were parked
I_'l:'l'['ll'l'.llfrl_']}' 'LL:IlprurEL'r{‘.d Ouk In ri'll:' l:'l'l_'lt'il'l At [I'II:' E_'"l'll,-] ('FF [I"If' [;I_]{-::-me'-l".il_'ril_'l.ﬁ

In mid-January the pilots were ordered to fly our of Pitomnik and
rejoin their Gruppen, which by now were some 350 kilometres away
to the west behind the River Donets. Many of the mechanics and
groundcrews were not so formunate. At least 30 of them accompanied the
survivors of 6. Armee into Sovier captivity when Generalfeldmarschall
Friedrich von Paulus H]I:!li}-‘ surrendered on 2 F:\'.‘.I'II'I,I.iI':;’ 1943,

Although German arrention had been focused on the unfolding
tragedy of Stalingrad, air operations had been continuing unabared on
the other fronts. The last two months of 1942 had seen cight new
Knight's Crosses awarded, but also two more losses among the growing
ranks of the semi-centurions.

On 9 November B./]G 54's Leurnant Hans-Joachim Heyer had
collided with a Sovier fighter during a dogfight near Gorodok, on the
Leningrad front. Only one parachute was observed as the two machines
[_'l-ll.lf'lj'_;l':'l_'l [ E..ll.ln'l.J'I k'E]1][1d e['ll:]“}" I.ll:lﬂ.‘:'i- W'I]Iﬂrt1ﬂr i[ WAl Hl_'j'ﬂ."'f or |:'|i.:1
opponent who managed wo extricare
posted mi:inlng_. His final Russian front total of 53 fin:.:|1u|i|'|g three by
night) earned him a posthumous Knight's Cross on 25 November.

Hauptmann Heinrich Krafft, the Grappenkommandenr of 1L/)G 51,

was already wuaring thie Kniglu‘h‘ Cross when he was brmlghr down by

iimself is not known. But Hever was

Soviert flalk on the cenrral secror on 14 December. ‘Gaudi’ Krafft was the
first of the 50+ Experten (his exact total of Russian front victories was 74)
to be lost while J]}'ing a Focke-Wulf Fw 190. This presents an added
complication to anv survey, such as the present worls, that arrempts to
detail the exploits of those pilots who exceeded the half-century while
Hj.-']ng 1.]1'.‘." E[- E[..Ir.:l :i[] 1|IE Wl Eg.:l.llll‘::t th'{: Eﬂ'l.'i.ﬂl l;..]l:li(]r'l.

Several Jagdgescivader, most notably JGs 5, 51 and 54, converted from
the Bf 109 anco the Far 1910) during the course of the 1:;1n1.puig:1 (with the
bulk of JG 51 subsequently reverting to Messerschmites again). It 15
therefore not always possible to tell with absolute certaingy whart type a
]?.l]l:ll Wilh n'r'i:ng '-."."':'II_'l'I ]'ll: I:..'liiil'l'lt:l:_‘l i p.'lT[‘iL‘.l_lL‘tr 1.-'i|;;T|:_1|rr'.-'. Alﬂ'll:}l]gh miasr
fagdpruppen were withdrawn from the front to carry out re-equipment
and then returned to operations on their new mounts, some units
converted in the field and, fora briet period at least, flew both Bf 109 and
Fw 190s at the same time.

The rule of thumb thus adopred here is that if a pilot is known to have
belonged to a specific unit prior to its conversion onto the Fw 190, he 1s
assumed to have achieved at least some ~ it not the majority - of his 504
victories on BE 109s and is therefore included in these pages (see also
-'].[_"I.jf[]di?l:_]. [r. I']l]'ﬁ'r'l:"r'ﬂr, :il.' i.:'i (1)) l'ﬂL'l:'lrl'.I fl'l;it .l'll'_" il::lii'll_'l:l I.'I'll_' it |['|'.I|:'|'r'|- oar
after, its final re-equipment with Focke-Wulfs, then he is noc (the reader
is reterred to Osprey Aircraft of the Aces 6 - Focke-Walf For 190 Aces of the
Russian Front for further derails).

The first Russian front semi-centurion casualey of 1943 represented

.'LI1[:I1:||I:F HI!‘F[ = l'l'“: FII"'-.E T I'.lt‘. ]4}Hr 'iI'I d q|1'|"]"i:~.r~:*nr rl'.lf.‘.l'[FL,! ‘I'II'I:.‘n-'-.".I_T. I.I._"I_ITII:JI'I[

Photographed on 4 Movember 1942
clutching a bouquet of flowers, a
bottle of advocast and a certiflcate
confirming his having just achieved
Jiz Bd's 3000th collective victory of
the war to date, Leutnant Hans-
Joachim Heyer was lost in a mid-air
collision with a Soviet fighter on the
Leningrad fromt just five days later

A 96-victory Russian front Experfe,
Hauptmann Wolfgang Tonne,
Staffelkapitdan of 3./JG 53, was killed
in & landing accident after his unit's
transfer to Tunisia in Movember
1942




Johann Badum of 6./]G 77 had also been one of October 1942°s nine
Knight's Cross recipients for his 51 Sowvier aircraft destroved. Shortly
thereafter |G 77 was ordered o North Africa to relieve the long-serving
1G 27, Badum’s 1. Gruppe arrived in Libya early in December 1942. He
would add a trio of P-40s to his Russian front total before himself being
shot down by US fighrers west frfTrlpu“ on 12 January 1943,

In Fact, very nearly half of all Russian front semi-centurions to be killed
or reported missing between January 1943 and the end of the war would
be lost in other theatres. Even after the defear at Sealingrad, the campaign
in the east was deemed too distant to prove an immediate threar to the
Homeland. Those in power in Berlin perceived the growing strength of
the air forces of the western allies in the United Kingdom and the
Mediterrancan as posing a far grearer danger.

Ower coming months Hitler would shamelessly bleed the Russian front
unirs, ar times almost ro extinetion, o prop up his shaky and inadequare
defences in the south, the west and — above all - over the Reich itself.

After the loss of Stalingrad, German troops were forced constantdy o
give ground in the face of further large-scale Red Army offensives, This
had all the makings of an even greater catastrophe. Army Group A was
still fighting down in the Caucasus, If its forces could nor ger back across
the Don, or reach the Crimea before the Russians started o advance
westwards through the Ukraine, there was a very real risk of the entire
army group being cut off and annihilated.

The southern secror was still the undisputed domain of JG 52, In
terms of enemy aircraft destroyed, this was the most successful of all
the fagdgeschwader to see action against the Soviets, Bue its losses were
commensurare, All three semi-centurions lost in the east early in 1943
came from its ranks. The first was Oberleutnant Gustav Denk, who
had only just replaced the veteran 50+ Experte Hauptmann Rudolf
‘Rudi’ Resch as Sraffelbapivin of 6.]G 52. Denk was killed near
Krasnodar, in the Caucasus, on 13 February. His fledgling wingman
recorded what happened;

"‘Our mission was to carry out a general reconnaissance of the front,
with particular attention hr_'ing paicl [0 enemy airfields, and the types and
numbers of machines in occupartion.

‘On the other side of the front all remained quier. Mot even a sign of
flak ro disturb us. Bur the cloud base, which had been at 3000 metres
when we set out, gradually sank lower and lower. The mountains of the
*::Ju:::l:-iu:i hﬂ{] com Pll:'l'ﬂl}l' diﬁ.ﬂppl:ﬂ[‘l:d il'l Cluud. P

‘My leader flew deeper into the flar Russian hinterland. There, the
clouds were down to 400 metres. We were flying immediately below
them. Suddenly, we spotted a Russian landing strip straight ahead of us.
As we circled it, I saw a number of light courier aircraft dispersed around
its edges. | was filled wich the fever of the chase. Just as I was about to
request permission to dive down and have a go at them, [ heard over the
RIT, “We'll carry our a low-level attack. Stick close to me and open fire
when [ do”.

‘Oberleutnant Denk tpped his machine onto one wing and dived ac
one of the parked crates. 1 waited a split-second and then followed him
down, aiming at the same target. As | got nearer, however, I could see that
it was already on fire, so | tried to line my sights up on the next one.
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Like so many athers, 1./JG 52's
Oberfeldwebel Karl Hammerl
disappeared without trace after
forced-landing behind enamy lines

Posing proudly some time in 1942,
and halding some kind of -
unfortunately unidentifiable - unit
trophy, Feldwebel Willi Memitz of
5./JG 52 was one of the Luftwaffe's
aldest operational fighter pilots,
Appointed Staffelbapitan of

B./JG 52 an 1 March 1943, the now
Dberfeldwebel Nemitz was awarded
the Knight's Cross ten days 'ater.
He wore the decoration for exactly
ane month . . .

[ didn’t hit it properly as | was flying too fast to correct my aim in time. 50
| Pul]{*d up behind my leader and prepared to carry out a second run.

‘In the meantime, the field had come to life. Figures were rushing about
all over the place. Then a string of red pearls whizzed past my right wing,
Aha, one guy was shooting back! Bur this single machine gun could not
keep us from our prey. This time | got the machine 1 was aiming ar fair
and square. [t burst into flames.

‘By the time we lined up for a third atrack the whole field was spitting
tracer at us from every corner. It was impossible for me to hang on to my
leader's tail through this inferno. 1 pulled up to the right and circled
the strip.

‘Oberleurnant Denk ser another machine on fire, bur as he began o
climb away something terrible happened. 1 saw his fighter take a whole
burst of quadruple flak at a height of only 200 metres. It immediately
exploded. Burning wreckage hit the ground in the middle of the field.”

Gustav Denk's final total of 67 vietories (including two in the west)
resulted in the award of a posthumous Knight's Cross on 14 March. By
then another long-serving member of JG 52 had been lost. Like Denk,
1. Staffel’s Oberfeldwebel Karl Hammerl had been with the Gesclhuader
since the beginning of the war, He had claimed his 50th kill on 19 August
1942, for which he received the Knight's Cross exactly one month later.
On 2 March 1943 he forced-landed behind enemy lines. Although
caprured badly burned and transported to the Russian rear, he was yet
another semi-centurion subsequently to disappear without trace. By
coincidence, he too had achieved E:'-:.'ll_'ll}" 07 victories,

The third of the trio of JG 52's ‘old guard’ Experten to be lost early in
1943 was, in fact, one of the Lufrwalfe's oldest operational highter pilots.
32-year-old Oberfeldwebel Willi ‘Altvater” (‘Old Father’) Nemitz had
joined I1/]G 52 during its time on the Channel coastin 1 940. But he had
not opened his score sheer until after his arrival on the Russian front,
claiming a brace of DB-3 bombers downed on 3 July 1941.

Despite being of non-commissioned rank, he was appointed
Smjﬂﬂ}'&wpf.rju of 6./]1G 52 o replace the fallen Gustav Denk. And on
11 March 1943 Oberfeldwebel Nemitz was awarded the Knighr's Cross
for his 54 Russian front victories to date. Over the next four weeks he
would increase thar total to 81, before finally falling victim o Soviet
fighters near Anapa, in the Caucasus, on 11 April.

On that day a group of infantrymen in the frontines reported seeing a
single Bf 109 dive our of the clouds and bore straight into the ground
withour making any apparent attempt to level out. The machine had
buried irself four metres deep into the sandy soil, The pilot’s identity was
established when a recovery team discovered the Knight's Cross thar
‘Old Father' Nemitz had worn for exactly one month,

It is indicative of just how thinly stretched the Lufrwafle's fighter arm
had by now become that only one of the nine other Russian front semi-
centurions lost between January and May 1943 acrually fell in central
Russia. OF the rest, six had already been withdrawn from the east
altogether for service elsewhere, and two were operaring in the Arctic
(of which more anon). The sole casualey on the main eastern front was
Oberleutnant Helmur Haberda, Staffelkapitin of 5./]G 52, who was
I.‘,r[l,‘,n-L]El‘ll,' down h_',' Soviet l;]_LI:]L'I.TL!P]i' Hak while C:trt'}-'ilﬁg ourt a low-level
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attack southwest of Krimskaya on 8 M ay. His final score of 58 sufficed o
earn him a [.'r-t'lr':.thllmul:-i Crerman Cross in Gold on 2 August.

lluring that same January-May period, however, at least ::ig]u More
pilun had ropped the 30 mark in the east. One of them was 4.4]1G 3's
Feldwebel Kurt Ebener, who was awarded the Knight's Cross on 7 April
for his current total of 52 kills. Some 35 of that number had been claimed
under appalling conditions during the depths of the recent winter over
and around Stalingrad, and had made Ebener the most successful of all
the pilots who had volunteered for the Piromnik defence Staffel

There were no new semi-centurions in June 1943, and un|_1.- one loss.
Like his late Gruppenkommandenr Gaudi’ Kraffr, Oberfeldwebel Heinz
Leber of I-"r.[':-; 31 was H:"i”i_-’. an Fw 19 when he was shot down at low
level by Soviet anti-aircrafe gunners north of Mrsensk, near Orel, on
1 June. The great majority of his 54 vicrories, however, beginning with
an 1-16 despatched on 2 July 1941, had been claimed on Bf 109s before
the Crraprpe converted to the Focke-Wulf. Heinz Leber's promotion o
leutnant, like his Knight's Cross {nor announced until February 1944!),
was posthumous.

The relative dearth of activicy throughout June was very much the calm
before the prcwurhi:ﬂ storm. And on this occasion the storm was to be
Hitler's third Russian front summer offensive. Since r..,:l:;zk;i_|1:_=,h Sl;t“j[ﬁ]';[f_l.
the Red Army had been pushing forwards on all fronts. Nowhere had chey
advanced furcher than around the town of Kursk, an imporeant railway
Junction I_'q:-:lllln.:i:l_jn;__: Moscow with the Ukraine, Here they occupied a
hltg_t‘ salient, or Ll‘-'l.lif__{c:: thar projected some 100 kilomerres dece p Into the
German front.

Hitler’s aim was to pinch off this bulge by simultancous artacks from
north and south, and then destroy the enemy forces trapped inside it in
order to gain a breathing space from the constant Sovier pressure, and give
himself more time to build L his own :i[r:n'ugh, But the Red Army knew
of the German plan, and had packed the bulge with croops and armour.

Launched on 5 July 1943, Operation Ziradelle quickly developed into
the largest tank baccle in military history. Air activity revolved principally
around the tank-busting aircratt deployed by both sides, Bur Lufrwaffe

ﬁf_gh[-:“rh were also present in considerable 4[|'L-|1g1|a, and rtheir main task

- . - before being killed over the
Caucasus, Although reportedly
promaoted posthumously to
leutmant, Willi Nemitz's rank is still
given as oberfeldwebel on his grave
marker (right). Close examination of
the original print also shows that -
contrary to post-war records — the
data of his loss is given as 10 April
19431

Some 35 of Kurt Ebener's 52 Russian
front victories were claimed as a
feldwebel while flying with the
Platzschutzstaffel Pitomnik. This
later studio portrait of Leutnant
Ebener shows to advantage his
Knight's Cross and the German
Cross in Gold, both awarded in the
spring of 1943

ASHNN ONY OYHANITYLS

39




wWids [0 I_"II"I,_I [ [|'|I'_'-||' WA AT |'rn|‘.|1 T]'I.':' SWATrTTs ':I'I-.Hlir'ﬁ'i.CL M';;ll:r“”'h”l-_;-!_lf.l!::_;
prowling above the battlefield. On the northern edge of the salient were
three Grugpen of ]G 51, currently all equipped with Fw 190s. On the
southern flank were the Gusges of 11, and 11/]G 3, plus cthose of 1. and
[IL/]G 52,

The most successful pilot of the brief, but bloody, battle of Kursk
W H.-r_[[.; 51's Qberfeldwebe
machines on the opening day and then added thar number again over the

CHAPTER THREE

Hubert Strassl, who downed 15 enemy

next 72 hours, before being killed in action on 8 July. This unparalleled

string of successes would result in a posthumous Knight's Cross on 12
Movember 1943, ."'.llhc:-ul_r,h Strassl was ﬂ.}-‘ilfl}"; the Fw 190 when he was
last, almost a third of his final total of 67 Sovier aircraft destroyed had
been claimed during earlier service on B 109s.

Two nen-commissioned semi-centurions of 111./]G 52, Oberfeldwebel
Edmund Rossmann and Feldwebel “Wilhelm Hauswirth, were each
credited with a trio of victories apiece on 5 July. Hauswirth was reported
missing after being hit by Soviet flak later thar same day. His score of 54
clid not suffice for a Knight's Cross, but the award of a German Cross in
Gold (presumably posthumous) would be announced on 23 July,

Oin 9 _||:||}' the 1111_1.|1|:.' -.'h|:lr_'|'1-;.'||-_-;:11 Rossmann had been ordered to
Oberfeldwebel Edmund 'Paule”

: _ lead a Sefmvarm (section of four aircraft) on an early morning weather
Rossmann {with Knight's Cross)

FECOIAIESANCE ﬂi,E.hr of the southern flank battde area. Take-oft was

and fellow pilots of Il./JG 52 are { i ; . : )
glad of the shade provided by the scheduled for 0300 hrs German time, bur one of the pilots had trouble
wing of a transport Ju 52/3m during star i:'||.', his -.“:n!.'hi.llr.‘. The other three somehow became .xu;:'.il".il-:.'LL for the

ona of the Gruppe’s many moves
throughout the baking summer
months of 1943 on the southern
sector rendervous ac 1000 metres over Byelgorod.

late starrer — aboner c'ig|1| minutes behind, and rying LI['IHLII..'i.'L'-"-!'ii'-lI”}" (o
catch L — heard Oberfeldwebel Rossmann on the BST orderi Mg them to




MNone of the three returned to base. Accounts differ as o exactly what
happened. One official source states thar all three came down behind
enemy lines and were taken prisoner. Another maintains that one pilot
was killed and only two caprured, with Rossmann deliberately putting
down 1n Soviet-held territory in a failed attempt 1o rescue Feldwebel
Ernst Lohberg, who had been foreed to make an emergency landing,
[t would have been an act typical of the unassuming, but deeply caring,
93-victory "Paule’ Rossmann. His self-sacrifice would cost him more than
six years of Soviet caprivity.

The savage fighring around Kursk resulted in the loss nor only of a large
number of veteran NCOs — the true backbone of nearly every fagdgrippe
— bur also of several equally experienced and valuable unit leaders.
Among the latter was Major Rudolf Resch, the Gruppenkommandenr of
|1'-'r-f_TG 51, who was shot down near Orel on 11 _||_||:,.r, ‘Rudi’ Besch had
seen combat in Spain with the Legion Condor and been wounded during
the Battle of Britain, Some 73 of his final total of 94 kills — starcing with
the first, an SB-2 claimed on the opening day of Barfuaresse — had been
scored with JG 52 prior 1o his posting to JG 51 and conversion onto
the Fw 1910

The day after the loss of Major Resch, the Soviets launched a major
counter-offensive in the rear of the German rroops engaged against the
northern edge of the salient. The danger of half his own artacking force
being encircled, together with the news just in from the Mediterranean of
the Anglo-American landings on Sicily, completely unnerved Hitler. On
13 July, against the advice of his gencrals, he ordered that the Kursk
operation be broken off. And four days later he began large-scale
withdrawals of his forces from the area.

The Frifrer sabrupt change ot mind did not come in time to save Major
Woltgang Ewald, the Grappenbommandenr of 1IL/]G 3, whose Gustar
was brought down by Russian flak northeast of Byelgorod on 14 July.
Ewald took to his parachute, but was to spend many years in capuivity, He
too had begun his operational career in Spain, where, like "Rudi’ Resch,
he had been credited with one kill. His first two wartime victories had
been scored in the west with 1/]JG 52, with the remaining 71 being
claimed against the Soviets.

The battle ufﬂru]lngr;td has gone down in hi,::.mr:rr as the tUrning point
of the war berween Germany and the Soviet Union. But it was Kursk chat
marked the true reversal of fortunes on the Russian frong, for even after
Sta]lllgr;ﬂi. tht’ w::hrm:!::hr ]'li!{l bf’:‘:n ﬁb]': [0 FECOVET E.LIFHI.:].C]'E'[J}’ [0
mount Zitadelle just six months later. And if not of the same magnitude
as 194 1'sadvance on Moscow, or the 1942 drive down into the Caucasus,
the Battle of Kursk in the summer of 1943 was unarguably a major
strategic offensive. There would never be anything like it on the same
ﬁ':il]t' i.]'l. !'I'l.ﬂ cast ﬁg:l.'il-l.

In the immediate altermath of Aitadelle, the rn:*m:l,il]ing Gruppfar of
]G 3, like 1Gs 27, 53 and 77 before them, were withdrawn from che
Russian frong (although in their case not for service in the Medirerranean,
but in defence of the Reich). Thus, of the seven Jagdseschevader thar had
supported the launch of Barbarss just over two years earlier, less than
half now remained to cover the 22-month-long retreat of the German
army back to the streets of Berlin.

Legion Condor veteran and S4-
victory Russian front Experte Major
Rudolf Resch, Gruppenkammandaur
of IV./JG 51, was shot down over
the northarn flank of the Kursk
salient at the height of Operation
Zitadella
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ARCTIC SIDESHOW

hile the fortunes of the

Japdaruppen

on T]1L' [Ill'l:.l',_‘ I'.I'Iijil1 L i

tighting

[OTrs UE- ljlf .H..IJ}:'lj-il.l'l. rl".]l]l "."r';.‘l.i'i.'i.'i.j i."lll:lll
waned, there was another almost
entirely separate — and much more
static — war being waged far to the
north of them,

.[1|I1L' IZIFH.'I'I!I'.IE" T T]'Eh- IZ'I-F "]IE
campaign above the Arcric Circle
WEIreS 'I'-I'_'I I_[g]ﬂ .I_'fl:l. dm i.&il:{"”::'l_l'l:!.-' I.'IFI_]I'Iil'f-T.

|'IIL"J:Z.|F|‘.' i “tlrl'}' l:lr FI.'EJ.!'.'.‘C.IE’,I].'LEZiU]l!'i-

saw the piecemeal emergence of
JG 5 proper during 1942, This
Creselnoader was somewhat unusual
in that it faced two ways at once. One half of it was employed in
':lL:‘I'-I::IHI.'iI'IEI Tl'“_" WESICTN COoaRsD ”‘F Hﬂ]"r'l-“.'l}' .-'Ig.iil.-l"iT :irr:t-:'.l-'. |'|:|-' T]'I = I.": fﬁl.l:: I.I.]'I':I
UUSAAF), while the other half was engaged against the land and naval air
torces of the Soviet Union primarily over the YWhite 5ea area and along
rl'.lt" Hrr.!Tt‘Ei.L';L“}r ".':Irﬂi .!I'u"1'||.'|'|'|'|i'||'|."i]{ r:!il'l.".-'.!:'.' |i|'||.'- .[II'II:' |.i|[|.'|.'|' “:II:'II";. ."CI.IF'I-I.'lllh'_"."i
delivered by the Allied Arctic convoys down into cencral Russia.

Diespite this diversity of tasks, ]G 5 produced a formidable number of
high-scoring Experten (or at least those Gruppen operating in the eastern
parts did). In addition o a handful of eruly scellar performers who racked
up three-figure totals, there were at least half-a-dozen semi-centurions
i].:l'l:lﬂ:ll'lg| I:|:H::|r rd [1|‘;.:‘I.

One of the first to come to prominence was 6./JG 5's Feldwebel Rudolf
‘Rudi’ Miiller, He was credited with five Russian-flown Hurricanes
downed over Kola Bay on 23 Apnl 1942, In less than two months his
score had risen to 46, for which he was awarded the Knight's Cross on
149 lune, And he had more than doubled thar total :Lgniu — it a final score
of 94 — before he was himself lost on 19 April 1943,

On the morning of thar dace, *Rudi’ Miiller, by now an oberfeldwebel
and currently ]G 5's highest scorer, was piloting one of the six Bf 1045 char
(AR l‘l"i. 1.:'{{]}';“1] Silhl'li.jil]"r'in. i.]l. ['I'.JI':E'I Ern |:'.i|:'||i.1ll';.|.. !.l':ll' nlf?l'f‘f.l'_J'rIl'Eﬂ?rh\'-'l_'L'l.'l []r‘.]'l'_'
Murmansk region. They had been warned to keep a special eye on the
Sovier fighter base at Vaenga, on the eastern shore ot Kola Bay. And with
eood reason, for approximarely 40 enemy aircraft rose to intercept them,

A fierce doghght developed. At least one Red Air Force Airacobra was
sent dewn, but another latched onto the tail of Miiller's Gustar and gt 11
an effective burst. Miiller tried to escape by diving away in a steep spiral,
bur his machine was too badly damaged and he was forced 1o belly-land
CH1 ||!I: r.'l:lrii!r_'i.' l:]l:. el [.r::l;f,L'n I:..II:‘;.':. 'Il':i:-':hl]i' I:III_' !?L‘Illll_' l'_"l.:lll.liIILl‘L'l'.l [ I'ii;;'..'
overhead, his victor is described as having ‘put down alongside the
stricken Messerschmite’. Bur of Muller there was no sign — just a set of

snow-shoe tracks h::a-;lin,f__{ off into the tundra.

lieren zum

Cap askew, personal victory stick
well in evidence, Feldwebel Rudaolf
Maller is congratulated on achigving
I./JG 5's 500th collective kill. This
photograph was taken at Petsamo
in June 1942

Snapshot of the ebullient "Rudi’
Miller wearing the Knight's Cross
awarded on 19 June 1942 for his
then 46 victories. Is he practising
& new kind of salute - or simply
letting the photographer know
what he thinks of him?




‘Rudi’ Miiller remained at large
behind enemy lines for several days
betore finally being caprured. Like
so many others who disappeared
into Sovier capuvity, his ulomarte

fate 15 unknown. One statement
lﬂ.’ll_'..l.:'il'_'d I[:ll'lg .'L+-li:‘r '[l'lf,"' WAT ilh.‘il;_'l'l:l._'l;,{
that he had been killed while trying
to escape in October 1943, buc
I.'I!'IL‘J'{‘ Were .i'.llf‘i'l.] Tt'pnrtt'd hig]'l'[i['lg.ﬁ
of him in a Russian gaol as late as
1947, and one of the many rumours
4.'i|'l_'l|J.'11i['|E.:i about him at thar time
among other German prisoners was
to the eftect thac *Rudi is serving as a flying instructor for the Ivan’.
-"'nlth-i'!-llf_r,h Oberfeldwebel Rudolf Miiller had been [ 5's most
successtul pilot ar the time of his loss, he had not been the first furure
semi-centurion of the Geschwader to receive the Knight's Cross, That
had gene to his Staffelbapitdn, Oberleurnant Horst Carganico, back on
25 .';':r'|:-1r.=m]'.n¢|' 1941 when 6./]G 5

had been upcmling under its previ-

ous guise as 1./]Grz.bV. Persamo.
{:-;I'J.\"il]li‘l_'“' Wals I:‘II.‘I:,UHI.TIL"L:I I'-Hl' I'Iii.
then total of 27 aircraft destroyed,
five of which he had claimed prior
to Barbarosa. He reached his half-
century in June 1942, by which

time he had been appointed
{':'J'.'.'J.'rj.':rfu.{w?.lr.lm!r:.-n"r'urnF [ .."_I( o

In March 1944 Major Carganico
was posted back to Germany
assume command of L/]G 5. Afer
long service in Norway, this Gruppe
had recently taken up Defence of

the Reich duries. It had ;1|n':t:|}' st

one Kemomandewr o US fighrers,
and on 27 May 1944 it lost a second when Horst Carganico was killed
while attempring torced ];Ll1:|iug atter his machine had been d‘“““H'—"’*'
in action against the USAAF's Eighth Air Force over France. He had
apparently added just ten more o his ol over the two vears that
had clapsed since his 50ch in mid-1942.

Another 50+ Experte among the NCOs of 6./]G 5 who, like ‘Rudi’
Miiller, was to claim all his victories on the Arctic front was
Oberfeldwebel Albert Brunner. He had been serving as a flving instrucror
before joining the Sraffel in the spring of 1942, and it took him the best
part of five months to achieve his first dozen kills. Then, on 4 Seprember,
afrer downing his 14th, Brunner had eo bale out over enemy territory. He
reappeared four days later, having made his way back on foot.

e o a variety of reasons — enemy action, the often foul weather and
the almost featureless landscape thar made navigation such a problem — it
is perhaps not surprising that a considerable number of JG 5's pilots had

Feldwebeal Miller's “Yellow 3" (ses
colour profile 6] displaying the 50
kill bars that gained him entry to the
ranks of the Russian front's semi-
centurlons. This photo was also
taken at Petsamo in late June 1942

Another Arctie front Experie to
reach his half-eentury at the end
of June 1942 was Miller's CO,
Hauptmann Horst Garganico,
Gruppenkommandewr of IL/JG 5

A barefoot Horst Carganico returns
to Petsamo on 23 July after the first
of his two day-long treks back from
behind enemy lines, These incidents
would subsequently be recorded in
some detail on the fuselage of one
of his later Gustavs (see dircraft of
the Aces 37, page 50}
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‘Audi’ Miller in uncharacteristically
sombre mood after being hit in the
left arm and face by glass splinters
frarm his canopy, which was
shattered by enemy fire during a

Bf 110 escort mission on 21 August
1942, Acting-Staffelkapitan Leutnant
Heinrich Ehrler (a future 200+
Experte) obviously commiserates

Khiled in action on 7 May 1943,
6./JG 5's Oberfeldwebel Albert
Brunner would, unusually, be
honoured with both a posthumous
Knight's Cross and German Cross in
Gold for his 53 Arctic front victories

to take to their parachutes or make emergency landings behind enemy
lines. Nor is it surprising that so many of them subsequently gor back
(Horst Carganico managed it on ar least two occasions). They were
|‘:|:_'|_]_‘:-|_'|;|_ boch h-:; the narure of the terrain which., .|ET|1::n.|gh et n_'r:nr_']:.' haish,
was barren and all but uninhabired,

and by the type of campaign being
Fnughr in the Arctic.

Enemy troops were relatively thin
on the ground in the rear areas.
Most were manning the elaborate
system of frontline trenches thart had
grown up over the months of statc
warfare in the far north, these being
more reminiscent of Flanders in
1914-18 than the present conflict.

On 4 April 1943 Oberfeldwebel
Brunner was again brought down
over enemy territory, bur  chis
time he hardly had to walk a step,
as he later recounted to a war

I.":}I.'r'i.‘.:‘il'.lﬂi'lfjl.'“:l;

"We were given the order for an
emergency scramble. The enemy
Wik L':er}-‘]r]g outL a ]{J‘-‘\"'JE"’-"L" ﬂ':':ﬂ';:t{
on a neighbouring airfield. As we
:;]I:'Il,jrilklfhn'q_{ ['[, [ n1.!nilgr_'t| [ ] 1?35
a Tomahawl. Then, !'illl:il:il..'l‘.ll:_t":. wie
were faced by a large gaggle of Aira-

I._'I_'.II_‘.I!'.J'-L I l'II'IiZI]{ on i'cmr l]|.1.J'I:I.:'['I'I L:I.['Id

soon managed to shoot down two,
Aircraft were diving, turning and
rwisting ar low level above and
between the tundra hills. But I rack-
|L'I.,'| |'|'L].' ".I_-Il_l.rl_'l-l fﬁppr]nt‘.nr I"l{:.]{i-‘l.:lr].
We Hew st F:ti!__£|I1l at each other and

must have opened fire at the same




e =

rime (both machines were hit, the Russian disappearing eastwards trailing
smoke). Suddenly my crate was making all kinds of funny noises, the
engine stopped and bits were flying off the wings and tail. Nothing for ic
bur to pur her down as quickly as possible!

‘Fortunarely, 1 spotted a frozen lake very close by and succeeded in
making a smooth belly landing on its icy surface. After | had set my
aircraft on fire, I simply awaited developments, for I knew my Seaffe!
comrades would come looking for me, and find me.

‘In the meantime, a reconnaissance patrol of our own mountain troops
who had been warching the air bartle discovered me. They immediately
assumed responsibility for protecting me against any nasty surprises — the
nearest Soviet serong points weren 't all chat far away.

“Then two "109s thar had been sent o search for the spot where |
had come down appeared overhead, and not long afterwards — to the
amazement of the troops — a Fieseler "Storch”, piloted by my comrade
Rudi Miiller, landed right next to us to pick me up and take me home.’

Rudi Miiller had been just in time, As cthe “Storch’ flew off, a firefighe
developed berween the German patrol and some Red Army troops who
had arrived on the scene. By a strange coincidence, another future semi
centurion, 7./JG 5's Unteroffizier Helmut Neumann, was also rescued by
a ‘Storch’ on this dare after being brought down near Petsamo. Bur there
was 1o be no such succour for Rudi Miiller when he himself belly-landed
on that frozen lake east of Murmansk just over a formight later,

The action on 4 April had taken Oberfeldwebel Brunner's score to 42,
He would add 11 more enemy aircraft o this woral during the course of
the next month, betore his luck hinally deserted him on 7 May, On that
date he was part of the fighter escort for a force of Luftwalte bombers
and fighter-bombers artacking the port of Murmansk. Afrer claiming his

33rd, and final, Soviet victim, Brunner's own machine was hit. Al |mu;_;i1

Standing by the tailplane of his
Yellow 10° at Petsamo on 30 June
1942, just four months into his
operational career, Unteroffizier
Hens Dabrich seams to be
wondering how many more kills —
over and above the 18 already
booked on the rudder of the Bf 109F
saen here = will be required to finish
carving his still more than hakf-
empty victory stick . . .

oo @ year later and Feldwebael
Dobrich perches in the cockpit of his
wintar-camouflaged Gustaw with a
score nearing the 60 mark. Mote the
sandy soil of the dispersal area -
rucsre llke the desert than the Arctic!

.If -," "-_\--1:'
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JG 5 had begun converting to

Bf 109Gs in the winter of 1942-43
This strikingly camouflaged
machine, seen at Petsamo aarly in
1943, iz one of the last Friedrichs of
/G & - identifiable by the Gruppe
symbaol (a large disc) visible en the
rear fuselage

o« « the change-over did not always
go smoothly. A brand-new Gustav -
in owerall white finish and still
bearing factory-applied codes = has
corme to grief on the edge of the
runveay at Alarkuttl, in Finland, as

a Ju 88 takes off in the background

JG B's new mounts did not retain
their pristine white paint jobs for
lang, as witness this decidedly
grubby example being operated by
the Gruppenstab of I1L/JG 5 out of
Petsamo. OFf more interest, perhaps,
are the local beasts of burden. While
miost Jagdgruppan on the main
sectors depended on sturdy little
Russian panje ponies for hauling
stores and supplies during severe
weather conditions, in the Arctic,
such duties were often performed
by reindeer!

he managed to bale our, he was too low for his parachute o open
prup-;:ﬂ}-‘. Oberfeldwebel Albert Brunner was honoured with a post
humous Knight's Cross,

The fourth Knight's Cross awarded to a semi-centurion of 6./]( 5, the
acknowledped Experten- Staffel of the Arctic front, went to Feldwebel
Hans Débrich on 19 Seprember 1943 for a votal then standing ar 52. He
oo had joined the Seaffel carly in 1942, and in six months claimed 18
victories before it became his turn to make the almaost obligatory walk
back from behind enemy lines. In Disbrich’s case, this developed into a
week-long odyssey.

[t had been on 19 _[u|_-.- 1942 thar &./]G 5 was desparched on ;l_."-;’r'."-:'_.lrn‘gﬂ"
sweep of the Murmansk area. Here, it ran into a hornets’ nest of Sovier
fighters — Hurricanes, Airacobras and Kirryhawks — disturbed by a dive-

|'|::||11|1i:|1g raid on the port l‘l}' Ju 875
only minures carlier. The ffrfiﬂ:"-!'
claimed four of the enemy. A P-40
provided Diéibrich with his 19th kill,
bur then his own Yellow 9" was hit
in the radiator. With his engine on
fire he baled our 20 kilometres west
of the Soviet fighter held ar Mur-
maschi. He remained on the missing
lise until turning up ac Petsamo after
a seven-day trek across the tundra,

Hans Diabrich was bl'{JngJH down

by enemy fichters on at least two




turther occasions, The third time, in July 1943, resulted in his being

rescued badly wounded from the warers of Persamo Fjord by a German
patrol boat, One source maintains thar this pur an end o his operational
career. But this does not wally with his subsequent Knight's Cross and
final Arctic frone total of 65 I:phni another 19 unconfirmed).

The scores of the last two far northern semi-centurions are even less
cut-and-dried. Both were Snaffelbapitine in the final months of the war,
long atter German forces had been obliged to leave Finland for Norway,
and at a time when their units operated both the Bf 109 and the Fw 190,

Unteroffizier Helmut Neumann had joined 7./]G 5 in August 1942,
It took almost a year, undl 22 July 1943, before he claimed his firse kill.
He then began to score slowly, bur regularly, his successes including an
_':llj fi.!l.l:l:]].:l]'il i.]'l .jl.'l.lg_'lif'i-l' ﬂnd al r.l:.1'!r l:IIF F{I[l_’}rh,‘]_'ﬂ-!{ﬂ |r1 .\I_"I-l.'_"]_'!l'[l;_"n'l_bl;,'r. H_'I. '\LLIEL'I.\,\[
1944 his Arcric victories numbered 49, It was in this month thar
Meumann, by now promoted to leutnant and serving as the Gruppen-
Adjseane of 11LN1G 5, was transferred to [V, Crruppe as the Staffelbapivin
of 14./]G 5, which he would lead undil April 1945,

When Finland concluded a separate armistice with the Sovier Union
in Seprember 1944, and demanded that all German troops leave Finnish
soil, IV./JG 5 was still based ar Salmijirvi, southwest of Petsamo. Here it
would remain unal Ocrober before retiring, via Naugsi, first to Kirkenes
and then o Banak, in northern Norway, where it continued to oppose the
Russians, Early in November, the Gruppewas then ransterred, minus is
aircraft, down to Stavanger, in the far south of Norway, for re-equipment
with new Gustans.

For the rest of the war IV./]G 5 would operate solely against the RAF
I.]_'r'i.lllg i". 'Ff{:lrﬂ ACTOEES l‘|‘|¢: N{]rrh 5!::3. |r i.ﬁ Mot L:Il-:,'l-'..'l.frl \’rh{'[hﬂr ] |'§_"| ML
Neumann claimed any successes during these closing weeks. At least one
source stares that all 62 of the vicrories that carned him the Knight's Cross
on 12 March 1945 had been gained against the Soviets,

The details of Leutnant Rudi Linz's late-war career are similarly vague.
He too had been appointed a Sraffelbapitin in the summer of 1944,
taking over 12./JG 3 in July. Towards the end of the year his score was
standing at 55. Linz's 12. Staffél formed part of ITL/JG 5, and the laying
down of Finmish arms had likewise resulted in this Gruppe s withdrawal
from the Persamo area to Kirkenes and Banak, fighting the Russians all
the while, In November 1I1/JG 5 had then retired ro Bardufoss 1o begin
conversion onto the Faw 190, The F-u::ulh:-'l.-.'ing maonth it joined V. vl'_'}'r.r.rjpjw
in southern Norway, with 12./JG 5 raking up residence ar Herdla.

Unlike Helmut Neumann, however, Rudi Linz is believed 1o have
claimed several RAF victims during the winter of 1944-45 while
defending the Norwegian coastline with his Seaffel of Focke-Wulls. The
last of them (possibly a Mustang of No 65 5qn) he shot down near
Meistad on 9 February 1945, before losing his own life in the same
engagement. He was awarded a posthumous Knight's Cross in March for
a total of 70 enemy aircraft destroyed.

So ended the Lufewaffe ﬁghr-::r arm's invelvement in the Arcric war —
not with a bang, bur with a whimper. Apart from the final withdrawal
down the length of Norway, it had been a remarkably static campaign.
Mot so on the main Russian front, where the long retreat from the
barttleficlds of Kursk was only just beginning.

Claiming 82 victories in total,
Leutnant Helmut Meumann served
as Staffelkapitan of 14./JG & from
Avgust 1944 until April 1945, He is
pletured here towards the end of his
tenure of office, wearing both the
German Cross in Gold and Knight's
Cross lawarded in January and
March 1945 respectively)

Another late-war Staffelkapitan of
JG &, Leutmant Rudi Linz took over
the re-formed 7./JG 5 in July 1944,
Like Meumann, he too received the
German Cross in Gold on 1 January
1945, but im his case the Knight's
Cross that followed in March was
posthumous, He had been killed in
action against RAF Mustangs on 9
February
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STEPS RETRACED

he immediate aftermath of
Zitadelle brought very livde
relief to those units active -
ly engaged in the area. Berween
Hitler's ordering the abandonment
of the twin offensives ar Kursk on
13 July and the end of that month,

five more semi-centurions would

be lost. All were ﬂying Fw 19405,
The first, Leutnant Giinther
Scheel of 3./]G 54, had been killed
in action on 16 July after he had
rammed a Yak-9 during a low-level
doghght and his own “Yellow 8

crashed behind enemy lines near
Orel. Scheel had only joined JG 54
in the SPEINE, and in less than six monchs had been credited with 71 Soviet
aircraft d-;::adjt:l}'n_'-;l. Buir as the .':l'n'.-{ll'f.r-r'*fa.' of | J)G 54 had been rorated back o
East Prussia during February 1943 ro exchange their Bt 109s tor Focke-
Wulls, there 15 every likelihood that Giinther Scheel's entire L'IIJI'.'r.“il:l'”.l.]
career had been spent on the lateer ype {which, in passing, would
make him a SLrong, contender For |:|-;-ir'|!='| the Russian front’s frst Fw 1940

semi-centurion).

July's four other casualties, however, had all started out on
Messerschmitts. The diminutive Leutnant Joset ‘Pepi’ Jennewein, for
example, had previously Hown the Bf 109 with both IV, and 1/]G 51,
although he admirtedly achieved his greatest run of success during the
first half of 1943 (on the Fw 190) before he too was lost over Sovier-held
territory near Orel on 26 July. Jennewein would be awarded a
posthumous Knight's Cross on 5 December 1943 for his final total of
B1 Russian front victories.

Three days after 'Pepi’ Jennewein went down, 1./]G 51 lost another of
its long-serving members when Oberfeldwebel Wilhelm Theimann of
1. Staffe! was reported missing. All bur one of his 55 kills had been
achieved against the Red Air Force, starting with an 5B-2 claimed on
the opening day of Barbaresse. His earlier vicrories on the Bt 109 had
contributed in no small pare to the award of the German Cross in Gold on
31 March 1943,

The month’s last two fatalicies were both sustained on 30 July.
Leutnant Oro Tange was another veteran NCO who had been with
1L./]G 51 since 1940, With three western kills already to his credit, he too
had cut his Russian front teeth on the SB-2, claiming three on 25 June
1941. Since thar date Tange had added a further 62 Sovier aircraft to his
tally, Recently transferred ro the Seabsstaffelof |G 51 (see Osprey Aviation
Elsee Untres 22 - Jagdpesclnvader 51 ‘Malders tor full details of this "one-off’
Seaffel). Leurnant Ouwo Tange was killed when his ‘Black 4" took a direct

Judging from the melting snow
underfoot and the Fw 190 being
serviced in the background,
Leutnant Josef Jennewein's
comrades in L/JG 51 must have
considered him deserving of the
Knight's Cross by the early spring
of 1943 |at a time when a total

of 50 kills was the approximate
benchmark). So, with nothing
forthcoming from official sources,
they decided to make a large
wooden one of their own to present
to him! Unfoertunately, ‘Pepi”
Jennewein never did get to swear
the real thing. He was lost on

26 July 1943 when his overall total
was standing at 86, which finally
resulted in a posthumous award
over four months later

JiG 51's Lewtnant Otto Tange had
been wearing his Knight's Cross
iawarded for 41 victories) for more
than 16 months by the time he was
brought down by a direct flak hit
just four days after the loss of
Jennewein




Hauptmann Heinrich Jumng,
Gruppenkommandeur of 11L/JG 54,
wag alzo killed in action on 30 July
1943, Like Jennewein's, his
posthumous Knight's Gross would
not be announced for several
months . _ .

.. . which is why there is no
mention of it on this memaorial

to the fallen at 11L/JG 64's base at
Siverskaya. Heinrich Jung's marker
is the broad black propeller blade
{with damaged tip) immediately
below the cross. In contrast to

the Jagdgruppen on the southern
sector, which were constantly on
the move, JG 54 led an almost
sedentary existence in the north
during the long drawn out siege of
Leningrad. An indication of this is
provided by the narrow polished
blade to the right of Jung's. It is
that of Knight's Cross winner
Hauwptmann Joachim Wandel,
Hapitdn of 5. Staffel - lost almost
ten months earlier!

hit from enemy Hak and crashed in flames into a Russian village southwest
of Bolkhow.,

Hauptmann Heinrich Jung's operational career had also begun in
1940 when he joined ]G 54. Bur it was nearly a year before he was
credited with his first kill - identified simply as a "Douglas’ — in Russia on
13 October 1941, He was appointed Kommandenr of 1L/]G 54 in
February 1943, just as that Gruppe was exchanging its Bf 109s for
Fw 190s. He was lost in a doghight east of Mga on the Leningrad front
2 Bovie

moments after claiming a Lavochkin La-5 as his 68th, and fina
victim. A posthumous Knight's Cross followed on 12 November 1943,
Apart from the posthumous German Cross in Gold tor 1L/]G 52's
Orberlentnant Helmut Haberda mentioned earlier, only three awards
were announced in August - all on the last day of the month. Feldwebel
Hoarst Fnrl‘urig and Oberfeldwebel Kure Olsen, bodh of |-.-r_[{: 54, also
each received the German Cross in Gold. The former promored in the
meantime to Jeutnant, would be lost over the Normandy beachhead in
June 1944 when his total was standing ar 58, The larter, also by then a
leutnant, is believed o have survived being shot down and wounded in

the Arnhem area three months later with a final score of 54, As far as can
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be ascertained, all chese successes were achieved on the Russian frone, but
it must be assumed that many were claimed while Hlying the Fw 190.

No uncertainty surrounds the third decoration to be announced on
31 August 1943 — the Ouak Leaves to Major Hartmann Grasser for his 103
victaries. 1L/]JG 51, which Grasser had commanded from September
1941 o June 1943, was the only Grappe of JG 51 w fy Bf 1095
throughout the war. And although Major Grasser had led his unir o
Morth Africa lare in 1942 (where he would claim his last 11 victories), all
85 of his Russian front kills had been scored on the B 109,

But such outward symbols of success were more than overshadowed by
August’s five losses. The first of these had been Oberleutnant Hans G,
the acting Kommrandenr of 1./JG 54, who was killed on 4 August while
attacking a formation of 1l-2s northeast of Karachev, Apparently hit by
return fire from one of the Sheurmopiks rear gunners, Goee's ‘Black 27
_~i1Lr.{d-::nl_y I']ipp:d onto its back and crashed inverted inwo a forest,
exploding in flames on impact. All but three of Gétz's final toral of 82
had been scored on the Russian front.

Three days later, another Fw 190 was brought down in the Karachev
area. This was ‘Brown 5" of 3./]G 51, flown by Leutnant Heinnch
Hiofemeier, which had fallen vicim to Soviet anti-aircraft fire. "Tubby’
Hafemeier had opened his score sheer with a quarter of the omnipresent
SB-2s during the opening hours of Barbarossa, That score sheet had since
lengthened to just four short of a century, making him L/JG 51's topmost
Experte at the nme of his loss.

On thae same 7 August, ILSJG 52 had lost one of #5shigh scorers down
over the Black Sea coast. Fahnenjunker-Oberfeldwebel (Senior NCO
Officer Candidace) Werner Quast had first joined 4./]G 52 in 1941,
Since that time he had raken a steady toll of Russian aircraft. But perhaps
his most unusual ‘kill” had been the sinking of a motor orpedo boar of the
Sovier Black Sea Fleet on 20 April 1943, The then Feldwebel Quast wrote
his own account of how it came abour;

‘I had already spent some three-quarters of an hour on a fruitless freie
Jagd mission over the Gelendzhik area of the Caucasian Black Sea coast.
Mot a single opponent had put in an appearance so far. [ knew | could
remain for another 15 minutes, but you tend 1o get over-confident flying
around for such a long time in the blue with nothing happening.

“Then I remembered the gunboat that 1 had seen putting our from
Gelendzhik harbour when 1 first arrived. [ had spotted it because of the
large white bow wave it was making, Larer it lay stopped, and [ would no
longer have noticed it if two other fighters had not just then happened to
dive down on it and carry out a low-level serafing run,

‘Now [ started to search for it again. It had picked up full speed again,
and [ had just flown across its wake, which I momentarily mistook for a
breaking wave, when suddenly it dawned on me - the boat! Should 1, or
shouldn't I? Before 1 had time to chink, 1 had dived down from 3000
merres and was racing just above the water head-on straight towards
its bow,

“The boar quickly grew in my gun-sight, and equally quickly grew the
feeling inside me that [ had let myselfin for something really idiotic. [ was
artacking with the sun at my back, bur I had already been seen. Tracers
from the boat’s 20 mm flak whooshed towards me and flew past to left

Pictured early in 1943, shortly after
1./JG 54 re-equipped with the

Fer 190, Oberleutnant Hans Gotz
was killed in action on 4 August
1943 - just 24 houwrs after he had
been appointed acting-Kommandeur

of the Gruppe




Anaother of August 1943's casualties
was Oberfeldwebel Karl Steffen of
9./JG 52, who was reported missing
four days after Hans Gotz was shot
dowen. He is seen here on the right
in the foreground, marching past
assembled grounderew on the day
he was awarded the Knight's Cross,
The other officers to his right are
Major Hubertus von Bonin {left),
Gruppenkommandeur of IIlLJJG 52,
and Unteroffizier Karl Gratz (future
121-victory Russian front Experte,
who received his Knight's Cross

on the same occasion)

and right of my cockpir, as did the smaller pearls of machine gun fire. [ felt
a moment of cowardice.

‘Shouldn’t I just break off the artack and turn away? But then I gor my
feelings back under control = “You've cooked this soup yourself, so now
you 'd better ladle it out yourself!” 50 | held my course straight for the bow
ol the boat and fired and fired!

“While still on my approach run, which only lasted a marer of seconds,
| could already see cxplosions on the ship and a fire starting. Then [ was
|.|:]"|-"|' oaver lil.'.' l)f]‘i‘t‘l | ld. d el VY "."r't liJ‘I:' Ty E’Tﬂ'ﬂ.ﬂﬁ'ﬂ?'ﬂ'&' |::1.l.-] I1 I::['llnll l}. "."-"l:'l*.:l |i£|.|.] il
followed me down in the dive, flew past above.

‘My attack had been carried out in the direction of the land, and so |
I:]L'l”.lzﬂ.l d ti:g]“ 1 |I:]"!'-.'-|I'_"'|I'E| furn o gﬂl‘ |:'|'.'|.|'_'k Ot b sea, :"]Ll dlb !'I'll_' =ame Ti['l'lt
began to climb.

“At an altoude of 2000 metres, | circled my victim and saw black and
white elouds of smoke billowing out of it. | asked my Kaczmarek, “Can
vou sec that the boat's burning?” He thoughrt the white smoke was mist,
and answered, “MNo, the boart is under way again!” | ordered him to come
d‘l.':l"u'r']'l. 3]1".{ h-'l."."li “ f!i?ﬁff |':H:l]'|. 1|'||'.].|.].|E I l'.”"a"‘l'.']'ﬁ'.'l:l |Ii|T]. Thi:-i Lfl""«"i”':ﬁd. hi.]'['l-,
and he confirmed my observation. After thar we flew o Gelendzhik
again, but there was still no enemy air activity in the area,

I'::-J[:I our Wdly h:ElL'l';. L |.:|.:|.5'il_' W HL"'-"! over ll]t' ELH.] WAL Egl'li.lh "-"f'j'l.:ili:.l WS
lving stopped level with Kabardinka. Hardly had we sighted it when a
|:'||.]E'E :'-:I"H.:I'_'T [:ll:. H:i”'ll’.' rore f|:'|L' |:l|:|.l'_'l';. :‘i!'l'“:l]{t' Hp:lrr- 'jl.h t.h..il'h :"illi'l'l-\"l}" l'.“.‘ipl.' r'ir_'tl
the boar had disappeared and three figures could be seen in the warer.
Now it was high time to head for home,”

Just over a month later, on 30 May, Feldwebel Cluast reached his half-
century. And in the ten weeks that followed he added 34 more, The final
four he claimed on 7 August, but the last took "Quax’ Quast down with
it. A unie diarse recorded;

‘Soviet assaulr aircraft were atracking our ferries yer again. "We only had
four machines in the air — the H.'.-":'.l.l;.-::rr:ri_,l"ﬁf.lrrﬂm_t: Oberfeldwebel Quast —
and it was 2 case of "gu get "em!”, for our 5“[’["?’ roates had to be l-'.-_*pi
secure! Four enemy fighters had already been shot down, three by Quast
alone, Now he's after his fourth victim — one of the Shrurmopiks— opens
E-i.]"l:-, ]ljl:'i 5||.| Hlflli.l I.ri::.'-: i weave Wl ululﬁ'r]lc:ll]l 1.].!3 ﬁ'_'l'llzll'l}" ['ll..lL"hil]E-,

which is already on its way down —

too late! The Russian and the "'109
both go into the sea rtogether.
“(uax” was observed being rescucd
:I':l:r 1] SHVII':"L' S[-I.E]_'.l ;II'I';,[ S0F i"i £ ]'l.i". Wall
IO capriviy.

Werner (Quast's Knight's Cross
wold be announced on 31 Decem-
ber 1943. He would remain a
prisoner of the Russians for six
vears before being returned to
Crermany in 1949,

On 8 August, just 24 hours after
Cuast’s caprure, 9./]G 52 also lost
one of its veteran NCO pilots.
Oberfeldwebel Karl Steffen had
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claimed his 50th kill on 3 August. Nine more were to be added over the
next five days before Steften was reported missing after a forced landing
behind enemy lines southwest of Byelgorod. And just six days later
still, on 14 August, yer another of T11L/]G 52's semi-centurions would fail
Lo rETLrm,

Unterofhizier Karl-Heinz Melmzer's 27¢h kill, scored on 4 July, had
provided the Gruppe with its 2500ch vicrory of the war. Coincidenrally,
he reached his 50th on the same dare as Karl Steffen — 3 August. And in
the 11 days thereatter Meltzer was credited with 24 more, taking his final
otal to 74 before he was himself shot down over Kharkov on 14 August.

By now the German troops’ retreat westward had begun in earnest.
But after August's activity, the next two months were to provide the
Lufrwatte's fighter pilots with a brief period of respite. During this time
n|'||}' one Russian front 50+ .":ZL;.'J.:’:T.;‘ was lost — and even he was already
serving in France.

The then Gefreiter Kurt Knappe of 1L/]JG 51 had claimed his first
success [an [lyushin DB-3) back on 26 July 1941. He soon established
himself as one of the CGruppe s dependable “old guard” NCOs, being
credited with his half-century on 4 Ocrober 1942. He would achieve
one further kill in the east — which had won him the Knight's Cross on

j HLI'r':.'I']'It'.I-I:'] - hl_‘lhft" l‘]t’i.]ti% I.'Illirhl.t.‘"lj

And still the losses continued ta
rise. After earlier acting as medal
bearer for a fallen comrade
{Oberfeldwebel Bernhard Lausch

of 8./JG 51) at the latter's burial
service, Oberleutnant Hermann
Licke of 3, Staffel would

himself succumb to injuries received
during a take-off accident on

23 October 1943

o |G 2 on the Channel coast, where
he was killed in action against RAF
Spitfires on 3 September 1943,

There were only four awards
relevant to Russian front semi-cen-
turions during chis same rwo-month
period, All were German Crosses
in Gold, and all were conterred on
17 Ocrober. One was posthumous
(that ]umf:mring the achievements
of Karl-Heinz Meltzer), and two of
the other three went to NCO pilots
of III1./]G 51, both of whom would
be killed in the early weeks of 1944,
Only the fourth recipient, 2./]G
5325 Oberdeurnant Paul-Heinnch
Lrihne, would survive long enough
to be awarded the Knight's Cross -
on G .-*L}'.-rif 1944, tor his then total
of 74 victories, all bur the frst
claimed in the cast — before his
transfer to Reich's Defence durties.
Hauprmann Dihne would lose his
life on 24 April 1945 while flying
Heinkel's radical He 162 light-
weight jet fighrer.

The final two months of 1943
did not stare well. On 8 November
Oberleutnant Hermann Liicke of
9./1G 31 succumbed to the burns he




had received when he was involved
in a collision with another Fw 190
while taking off from Kosinki on 23
Ccrober, And three days after his
death, 1./]G 54's Oberfeldwebel
Anton Débele also mer his end as
the result of a collision — mid-air,
this time.

References differ as to the exact
circumstances. One  states  that
Dibele’s "White 117 was rammed

by another German fighter over the

Smolensk-Yicchsk supply ]'Lighwn}-'
close 1w the Gruppes base. But
]G 54 records (which contain no

details of a comparable loss to sustmin this) indicate thar Dibele's |

machine either hit, or was hit by, a Russian Shturmovif, Whatever the
true facts, the loss of "Toni’ Débele brought to an end the exploits of the
famed "Mowotny-Sehtearm’ — four pilots led by the legendary Walter
Moworny, who berween them had accounted for hundreds of Sovier
aircrafr (see U.'-‘pf‘tjn Aviatron Elite Unire 6 - freg;@.‘.tr:ﬁmmfﬂ Y4 'Griinhers”
for further derails).

Although Litcke and Diébele ended their carcers on Fw 190s, both had
joined cheir respective units well before conversion to the Focle-Wulf
had taken place, and thus many of their Russian front victories (toralling
81 and 94 respectively) had been gained while flving Messerschmitts. The

same applied ro the month's third casualey {sext continues on page 62, |

A member of the famous Nowotny-
Schwarm, 94-victory Oberfeldwebaeal
Anton ‘Toni® Dabele of 1./.JG 54
(note Staffel standard at left] was
killed in a mid-air collision on

11 Movember 1943

Another sombre moment as
Oberfeldwebel Anton Débels is laid
to rest
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CHAPTER FIVE
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Oberleutnant Heinrich  Klépper,
whao, although reported missing on
Defence of the Reich operations
(on 29 November), had claimed the
bulk of his 78 earlier Russian front

victims on the Bf 109, Frim' o
V.G 51's six-month stine on
Focke-Wulfs.

Two more Russian front semi-
centurions, both ex-JG 52, would
be brought dewn in December
1943 after being rransferred o other
theatres. Oberleutnant Ernst Siiss
had added just two further successes
to his Russian tally of 66 when he
was killed in action over the Reich
on 20 December. Feldwebel Wilhelm Freuwidrth had likewise been
credired with two western kills (a pair of Spitfires to add o his single
Blenheim of 1941 and 55 -IHEL'I"-'CHEI‘.IE Soviet victories) after -::};L']mnging
the rigours of Stalingrad and the Pitomnik defence Swaffel for the
Channel front q:'.lr|}* in 1943, He was .‘-:l!l'i.('l-l].'-:l:.-’ injured in a forced |;1|1dia|;_;
ar St Omer on 21 December 1943 and, after recovery, would s}wnd the
rest of the war as a fighter instructor,

December’s three other casualties were all suffered in the east. Having
claimed his h;t]F—{:r:HH:lF}-‘ on 27 September, Leutnant Johannes Bunzek of
[11./]G 52 had increased his tally to 75 before being reported rHissing in
action after a dngﬁghl west of Hikupn] on 11 December. Lost on that
same day, and reportedly in similar circumstances, near Zhitomir was
12/JG 51's Leurnant Rudolf Wagner. He had joined IV./]JG 51 the
previous year, and it must therefore be assumed that a good proportion of
his 81 vicrories may well have been scored on Fw 190s, but the Gruppe
had long been re-established on Guestaes by the time he went missing.

Lase, and hig]'lt‘"sl.' mnl{ing of the yeat's losses was Major Huberrus
von Bonin, the Gescbnvaderkommodare of ]G 54. His operational career
had begun with the Legion Condor in S}jgin, where he claimed four
Republican fighters during the winter of 1938-39. He was credited with
his first nine World War 2 victories in 1940 while Crruppenianimandenr
of LG 54, After then being appointed Kommandeurof 111./]G 52 on the
Russian front — with whom he amassed 55 of his 64 Sovier kills — von
Bonin returned to ]G 54 to take the place of the departing Oberstleutnant
Hannes Trautloft as Kommodere early in July 1943, He was killed in
action near Orsha on 15 December.

The awards announced in the last two months of 1943 ]‘|;3||'|_“_:|.r made up
for this grim list of casualties. In fact, it was almost as if the pen-pushers
back in Berlin were intent on tdying up the books for the year’s
end. Three of the five H:Jlg]n'ﬁ Crosses awarded dll]'iﬂg this time were
posthumous, and a fourth went to a pilot (Werner Quast) who had
ﬁ|rl'.'::1d]r' spent mote than four months in Soviet capuvicy.

The unl}’ onc of the five o receive the decoraton in person, on
14 December, was Hauptmann Maximilian Mayerl. He had opened his
Russian front score sheet with a brace of Pe-2s five weeks inte Berbarosa.

In relaxed mood, Oberfeldwebel
Wilhelm Frewarorth wears the
Knight's Cross awarded to him

in the immediate aftermath of
Stalingrad when a member of
200G 52, He was one of many
Russian front Experten
subsequently posted to the west
[where this photograph was taken),
After being severaly injured whean
hiz machine somersaulted on
landing late in 1943, he spent the
remaining months of the war with
training units
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But even he had been withdrawn from Frontline operations just six days
prior to his award, having relinquished command of 9./7G 51 o take up
the first of a succession of training appointments,

By the close of 1943 the air war in the east was very different to what it
had been two-and-a-half vears earlier. The opening days of "clay pigeon
campaigning” had long gone, as oo were many of the Experten who had
boosted their scores at the expense of the hapless and ill-prepared Russian
fighter pilots and bomber crews in thar summer of 1941, Now the enemy
was better trained, was employing better ractics and was flving betrer
aircraft — the latter in ever growing, and soon to be overwhelming
numbers,

The fagdwaffe was also changing. Greatly reduced in strength by the
1.|'H]I:‘FFE[ d¥dy “r Llnitﬁ Lo :'Fl:'l{:lﬂ'.' |.'|FI ':'I‘rl:'l‘l'.']' ﬁ'nnt:'i.. T .H.nd. Imiire ”{ i.t:'l:
members were youngsters newly arrived from fighter schools in Germany
and occupied western Europe. And it was these Nachuwmuchs, or “second-
generation’, pilots who would have to face the revitalised Red Air Force
during the remaining months of the war.

Large numbers of them would perish in the biter fightung thac lay
ahead, but others rose to the -;:h;tlltngt., v::t]uai]lng — and In some cases
surpassing — the achievements of their experienced predecessors. The
PTimt I:Iﬂm]':lli:", “F COrsc, i.':i F:ri:.'.h Hﬂrrn‘l;l;nll, wt-lﬂ dllﬂ not :lrr-l\."v.: ar
the front unril late 1942, but who ended the war with a staggering
352 victories as the highest scoring fighter pilot in history.

Many more, although less spectacularly successtul {and certainly less
well known), would join the ranks of the Russian front’s semi-cenurions.
Cne such was 20-vear-old Heinz “Esau’ Ewald — no relation to Major
Wf(}l*.\gﬁ ng F"u'n'ﬂld [ :ir.| o 5:1 H"Ilt'r Fﬂw‘r CﬁlTlp T "!'l'.l'“ LT Fi st ".f'[L'I.'{:lr}f [-il ?J]"’.
fighter downed in a head-on confrontation) had been a matter more of
luck than judgement. Once back at base, this kill earned the impetous
young unteroffizier 15 push-ups from his veteran flighe leader Feldwebel
Hans Ellendr, himself already well on the way to his half-century. The
latter also gave Ewald some pithy words of advice to the effect that
‘anybody who tackles Ivan snout to snout, and is then fool enough o
open fire into the bargain, isn't going to be around for long!’

Heinz Ewald took good heed. S50 much so that on the last day of 1943
he enjoyed what he would later describe as 'my most successful sortie -
three kills in 18 minutes!

Ewald's unit, [1/]JG 52, was at that time based at Bagerovo, in the
eastern Crimea, and had just returned from escorting a raid by He 111
bombers on the bridgehead recendy established on the peninsula by
S(}"!’il‘.’t FlH'L'L'h:, W}ltn .‘iudr_{f_'n]}' E'I'l.l'_' l:l]'{]t'r LS g'ufl:n [0} .lir_'nl:rnl:l-h: ngin.
A formation of Sheurmoniks was approaching che field:

cl'!||.!'i m:r' :I'n.'li.'.hinr: 'i."; L]n.'jtwii.:c:]blt:, T TIm across To [I'l'l'.: ,.[I:IJ_'.: H.ﬁ.";'igl.'lfl'_‘l. [EW
the Gruppen-Adfutant, Leutnant Will van de Kamp, which he rarely flies.
Secing my intentions, the mechanics dash after me. As | take possession,
i.e. climb into the cockpit, they are already busy with the starting handle,
Quickly, fasten harness, lock canopy, ignition to M1 and M2, pull the
starter — the DB 605's 1400 horses begin o howl — throtle gently
Fﬂr‘ﬁ'ﬂfdﬁ. I.'|':|:: mEL'I'l.lI'“: htgiﬂ:'i Ok IOy, ﬁ.]ll p{]‘.?.'i:r fll'l{l T ]'l.tﬂ.d .*:t:r.'l.:ighr (41061

across the field ar right angles to the strip. She picks up more and more
speed, dances a licde, lifts off, floats as | deliberately hold her down, then

032¥HL13H S4318%8
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retract undercarriage and full steam ahead, still ac low level and with
course due west,

‘During my take-off, the 1l-25 have been making cheir artacking run
across the base — thank God, some way above me and diagonal to my
line of fight, while their escorting fighters circle like vultures overhead.
Although it's been firing wildly throughour, the field's flak hasn't hic a
ﬁingh' one of the Russians. Bur our standi ng pat rol, the nr1|}-‘ twio of our
fighters in the air, gees one of the escorting Yaks.

‘Bv now ['ve turned abour and am racing back across the ficld ar 200
metres after the [1-25, As [ do so, I spot the Yak pilot’s parachute drifting
earthwards with another machine circling it. As | approach, chis second

Yak breaks off and chases after the retreating formarion back towards the

Fussian hines, | -:_t1,|iq_'L:|g.' overhaul him., and a Full burst from all barrels of

][]_'-' n't.:l']l{.']'{.‘ll\"‘li]lﬂrﬁ il:lr:ll Iml'l.:llll "."-'] r1!__:li|3 (L] “Iinlt:til':l' [.JL'l:IrJ..k' '.IrHj '|".'fl_'|;.'l.'i...|.:_rh|_' ”_'l'
through the air. One large piece whizzes past dangerously just a hair’s
hrc.h]rh :LETI::I"u"".' I'l'.l}-' I'.'E'I‘I.Z]'-T.I]il.'- | I|_|‘i_' Fesl, d |:Ii.||i £ I:lﬂiil:l'll_' ll-"|"i1.||. A |.'|.]| hli.l'. k]l]g L
of it, smashes into the ground behind one of our flak emplacements.
Hell's bells, ™ Radetzki 2°— a kall!”

‘Butwith such a head of steam on, and still flying east, | realise that [ am
rapidly closing on a Sehwarm of Airacobras. T've got 1o lose speed Fasr,
otherwise ['l] overshoot the Cobras, find myself ahead of them and be a
Hifflllg dl.]i.:l.'c\.. i "-"h'l'l.:l'll'_'l_l .l'.lui{:h (%10 rI-I'L' I.'I"ll.":l'[f]\'.'.. I::II'.IH'.'I'l ||:IL' |'ii|'.|.|i|.1|:|'|.' Eliﬂl]h ..||:'|I.i
tramp alternately on the rudder pedals. Bravo, it's done the trick. 1 slow
down and, much to my relief, the lvans haven’t spotted me — wrong!

I.lll"l‘L' H.l.]."i!'ii:lll. .Hlflﬂ]i{"ﬂ.l'."l‘flir;.lll'llfl'f'. “].-'IHH (BN [l:'ll: |11r J'L'!.[ fl‘F |.|"|'L' JEIr]H:HiLJIt.
unexpectedly makes a diving turn. It's a manoeuvre straight our of the
textbook, but he shouldn't have done it, for | react to it in a ‘i'|_‘.l]ir.'-:|:‘\-.2|"|l'|-:],

One of the best and most successful
aof the younger generation of pilots
during the latter part of the air war
in the sast, Leutnant Heinz Ewald of
JG 52 poses in front of a late-model
Bf 109G-6 bearing his own personal
modil = the combination of 'E' and
‘sowr’ that formaed his nickname
‘Esau’

—pr——— - = = R e T




.'l:]rm:‘r.'ir i:l1',-i|'i:|1r:|."l1.fr_']_'r. I:;:lli”'ln'f'-l”g |1ir:|1 du“"" .'J.l'l.d. gi'ﬁ'i.]'lg hl.]':‘l ]Jlfn[_'l- l:'E- lCId
before once again lerring fly with all barrels. The result is thar the Cobra
ﬂi'::'-s Ff[ﬂlgh[ [hrﬂlllgh m:r' hﬂi] Cl!'- Flr{: al‘l{] MEVET SO mes Ot “il'l. I:]i."'i l;j]'r'il'lg
eurn. It steepens and he bores into the frozen Russian earth 300 merres
away rom the Yalk. ™ Raaletzkd 2~ a Lilll”

“Then | hear a warning shout over the RI'T — “Achimng, Esau!” But 've
145

a|n:‘-;l_£_1:|.f Eﬂl]gl‘lr d FI'.'I.I:..'L;.I'..:T I:'.rnl'rt onc {:I'F I.'|'|-L' "tl'l.l:f I"«"ETIS. M_'r' IIJ:I.CJ'IiI'I.E
28 buller holes in it — the mechanic counted them after | landed. Bur I've
not been touched and the crate is still perfectly Hyable, although it takes a
long while for the adjutant to ger over what I've done to his bird!

‘[ am able to escape from my pursuer in a tight spiral. The whole affair
1sn't over vet though, for a couple of Yaks, probably detailed to cover the
Russian formation’s withdrawal, are still circling in the vicinity of our
field. They are somewhar higher than me, bur ic’s a bit of a check all the
same, and they're probably looking for trouble. Still fired up wich the
fever of the chase, I first ly off eastwards and begin to climb., Then I
reverse course and bore in to arrack the two Yaks.

‘I send three shore bursts between the enemy fighters. I don’t score any
hits, but my fire forces them to turn, not in unison, but away from each
other. Hurrah, now things look a lot bereer. 1 reef my fighter around so
il]..].rp.l:r' '[h.;'l_l: | L-Illﬂ'ch 1|'|:'||_ CIIMIES l:ll:l-"r'n"l-l ml:ll'ntl'lr:!ri]‘_rr il'l I'-l'ﬂ'"'lt I:]Fm:r" t']."'E:'i.
Then I'm fully involved in a dogfight with one of the Yaks, while the
other makes off.

':I H_']”IL'I"H t.hﬁ" ."fllﬂl‘( Al |_||'I{I 'il-l L‘irr.']l: il'ﬁ't‘f I'_'il'li.'lﬂ. uT}LErL"S [}lEIll_:f' l:l"- I.i.].i'l'E“p
I think to mysell. Now 1 hear the deep, unmistakeable tones of my
Kommandenwr, Hauptmann Barkhorn, in my earphones — “Keep it up,
* Radetzki 2, and then give him a full deflection burst!” “Vietor — Vicror™,
We're still going round like a carousel. I can see my oppenent clearly in
his cockpit. This Russian is not just a good pilot, he's getting every ounce
he can out of his fighter. Very slowly [ edge into position to open fire.

“The end, when it comes, is very quick. Suddenly, the Yak pulls out of
its turn and does a flick half roll. T am a hundredth of a second behind
him, but now the advantage is with me. He makes a shallow curve to the
east. A well-aimed salvo hits the fleeing Yak fair and square, The Russian
machine rears up, then trundles over into a dive, 1'r::-|i|in15rI stmoke and shed-
ding pieces. Just above the round it levels our and now the right under-
carriage leg comes down. The wheel clips the top of a small hill and the
Yak slides along the ground for a good 60 metres, burning as it goes.
** Radetzds 2| reporting third kill!™ -

Although 1944 has been described by one campaign historian as
‘beginning fairly quietly’, the members of JG 51 may not have agreed. For
it was they who suffered all four of the Russian front semi-centurion
casualties sustained during the first rtwo months of the year.

9. Staffels Unteroffizier Gabriel Tautscher fell victim to Sovier flak
on 12 January when his score was standing at 55. Ten days later
Oberfeldwebel Ouo Gaiser, a 74-victory Fxperte of 10./JG 31, was
rcpurrr.:l:l rni:-'.b:lrlg == pf]ﬂqih]}' il.l.";l:] |::Irf:|1.lg]1t 'dlﬂ'!'ﬂ h}" E'[:I'E]'[:l_'l-' gmllﬂ.d ﬁfli'.
The Seaffeldiary notes;

‘Oberfeldwebel Oco Gaiser took off in “White 117 at 1025 hrs on a
frede Jagd sortie. At 1045 hrs he reported encountering four 11-2s ar
200 merres east of Lubyvan. Since then he has been missing,

d3JvHLldH §d431°%
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‘As aircraft searching for Oberfeldwehel Gaiser reported heavy ground
fire in the area, we assume thar the machine was damaged by tHlak and
forced to land behind enemy lines. We do not give up hope of seeing our
Ouro again.

But it was to be a vain hope. Gaiser had disappeared without trace.
He had been recommended for the Knight's Cross (and promortion 10
leutnant) prior w his loss, and would be honoured with the award
posthumously on 9 June 1944.

February's two casualties were the result of a mid-air collision berween
rwo oberfeldwebeln over Russian-held Rogarchev on 23rd of the month
when Heinrich Ditddmann’s machine had rammed thar of Qo Wiirfel.
One par;-u:hute was seen. [t was Orro Wiirfel, whose 79 vicoories would
earn him the Knight's Cross (announced on 4 May 1944, scven months
betore he died in a Soviert PoW camp). Heinrich Dicdmann’s final toeal
of 57 went unrecognised.

Of the above quartet, UJI]}' Oheto Gaiser was ﬂ}"mg_ a Gustav ac the time
of his loss. The other three, all from [11L/]G 51, were piloting Fw 190s,

and it is therefore probable that most, if indeed not 2 of the totals

An example of the many humorous
illustrations contained in 10./JG 51's
unofficial unit diary, this one has

a unique way of recording its
successes of January 1944,

On a typical Berlin street corner
advertising column, amid a jumbla
of ads for such delights as bust-
enhancing cream, a boxing match,
virility pills, evenings at the Rio Rita
Bar, a women's athletics meeting
and the offer of a 5000-Mark reward
for help in tracking down a sex
murderer, there is a large poster
headed, 'The Oberkommando der
Wehrmacht announces - In the
maonth of January, in fierce asrial
fighting on the eastern front, the
leading pilots of the 10th Maolders
mob shot down the following
enemy aircraft’. And in the list
below are the names of thres
semi-centurions - Oberleutnant
Horst von Fassong leads with ten
stars, Oberfeldwebel Otto Galser
has five and Oberfeldwebel Kurt
Dombacher six, Incidentally, the
top-hatted chimney sweep with
ladder at bottom left has nothing
to do with 1./JG 54 - see the
photograph of Toni® Dibele

on page 49. Such a flgure is a
traditional symbaol of good luck

for the Mew Year in Germany

Otto Warfel of 8./JG 51, pictured
here as an unteroffizier, was both
promoted to leutnant and awarded
the Knight's Cross while in Sowviet

captivity




Major Reinhard Seiler, Gruppen-
kommandeur of L/ )G 54 (a post
he held from October 1941 until
mid-April 1943), is greeted by his
dog soon aftar returning from a
mission. Assuming command

of |. Gruppe in the spring of 1943,
Seiler was severely wounded an the
second day of Operation Zitadelle.
Retired from operations, he ended
the war as Kemmodore of training
Geschwader JG 104

credited to them were achieved on Focke-Wults. But as it iz not possible
to state this with certainty, their names have been included here {and in
Thl';" :IPFI{'I'II:“"';:' :I'-I:'Ir |_'|_|I:' n:‘cnn:l.

February 1944 also saw six new Knight's Cross recipients — plus one
|‘I:}5[J'LI_I|'L‘|L11L:-. award — for scores rar:giug from 36 to 85. The latter had
been amassed by Leutnant Gerhard Loos of JG 54. He was another whose

victories had been cdlaimed on boch B 1095 and Fw 190s. I:‘.-}' the time of

his decoration, he was already serving as the Seaffelbapitin of B./]G 54 in
Dictence of the Reich. Loos would be lost in action there the following
maonth after having added a further 14 kills to his reported Russian front
total of 78.

The seemingly anomalous award of the Knight's Cross this late in
the war for “just’ 36 enemy aircraft destroyed was a special case, for
Hauptmann Herbert Findeisen was a reconnaissance pilot! In face, he
came very close to becoming the Lufrwafe’s only reconnaissance semi-
'.:'E'['I[Lll'il_\lﬁ. Hl"i SLOMC Wil :'l-t'ﬂrld::i I:'l_g| at 4.& 'l."|"|:'| Cn ]'l.l'.' L"l."ﬁ!i'l"l..]”l'!." I:":{l:l‘l.'l.l'lgﬂ] [I-I{'
Bf 109s of 2./NAGr 4 for the Fw 190s of ]G 54 late in 1944, Findeisen
ended the war as the Kemmandenr of 11./1G 54 with a final tortal of 67,

Ower the next three months — March to May 1944, during which time
the Red Army drove the German troops out of the southern Ukraine and
began to prepare for its grearest offensive of all, on the central secror -
3"|'l-'i.:|.|."'.‘|.:'| i]l:ld l':]‘h:ﬂ::'l :nnl::lr:lg 1.][': [.l.]l::l"r'\'-'l.ﬂ'-l.'.'ﬁ .‘F‘l.'mi.-{.'ﬂn“.]riﬂl]'l:'; WOrs :lElﬂDE[
equal. But it is the derail behind this bald facr thar reveals the rrue state of
attairs on the Russian frone at this period.

':.-:Ir- [hf ]1 E'::Jli:.:;ht‘h {:i’”}i:ﬂ."}i .1!1|1|::|L1r]:_'r_'tE. Fi'lr'l.: wWent o F'il(lf.‘i Jli'l',"'.'l.l:,'l}r
cither dead or in ecnemy caprivity. And the single set of Oak Leaves,
prr_'m_'n'ru] to Major Reinhard Seiler on 2 March, were for the century he
had reached on the second day of Ziadelle back in July 1943 when he
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himself was forced to bale our severely wounded. He had not flown
operationally since.

More tellingly perhaps, only three of the 14 casualtes suttered during
this same time actually fell on the main Russian fronts. The others had all
claimed rtheir 50+ vicrories against the Soviers and - apart from Albere
Brunner up in the Arctic — had already been posted to other theatres,

The first of the trio to be lost was Feldwebel Helmur Hole: of
1 1./]G 51, who had achieved 56 kills against the Red Air Force before
his own Crstae, ‘Black 14", went down in the herce ﬁgh'ring arouncd
Tarnopol on 18 April. Less than a month later, on 15 May, 10./]G 51's
Leurnant Herbert Fricbel lost his life in the same area of southeastern
Pﬂlﬂ n{l. TI'II: S!ﬂ__{}'a‘fdiﬁr}" rti:nrd:;:

‘Leutnant Friebel came o us from 12, Seaffel not having flown for a
long time because of an earlier wound. He took over leadership of the
Staffelon 1 May 1944, On 15 May 1944 he Hew hig first mission with
us, during which he shot down a Yak-9 southwest of Tarnopol. That
afternoon he ook off again w lead a Schivarm on a frede Jagd sweep, He
became imvolved inoa r.lugﬂgh'r with ten La-5s5. At an altitude of 1000
metres he tried ro follow an enemy machine through a diving murn. This
resulted in his hitting the ground behind the frondines southwest of
fri:l]'[]l?l]‘[:l]-, tl'li":'l.' I-:.'llurnt_'tn:ﬁ T t]'l.l'_" WEST ”l'- vi}'kl.ﬂ.himka Hi."l |T|3L'|:]i.]'|.|:
burst into flames on impact and was rotally destroyed.

‘Leutnant Friebel had 58 victories and had been decorated with the
Knight's Cross (on 24 January 1943 for his then 51 kills).”

The area where both Holez and Friebel were lost reveals just how far
]G 51 had been forced to retreat on the central sector, The Crescfroader,
which had once stood at the very gates of Moscow, was now fighting
along the Polish border. Similarly, in the south, JG 52, which little more
t‘h.‘m o WCAr Ear“r_‘r hﬂi] ﬁfi” L‘I{Ell I:}PCIEEI“'I% dl::l"ﬁ-'l'l I:‘IE':'['.' :il'l TI'I':' F.dl.ll.l'.'ﬂ."ill!'i.
had since been pushed off the Crimea and driven our of the Ukraine

altogether, and was now back in Rumania— its original jumping-off point
tor Barbaresa.

And it was over Rumania thar another veteran NCO semi-centurion
was lost on the last day of May 1944, Feldwebel Karl Schumacher of
III.IT{; 5.& I'H.“.I :‘I.l.:'ﬁ:l [410] I:f' r{:i.:-::nt]:.-' recive H‘.'I'J l'll'l;,lm MOVETC 'I."u"i_:l'll.]'l.l'.l.:'i i l||',|F|i_|'_'|_.|:|'J
during the opening hours of Zitadelie — and had returned to operations
to raise his final total to 56, before being shot down near Jassy. A Fellow
feldwebel reported that Schumacher managed o bale out, but that his
parachure failed to open.

All the other fatalities during the spring of 1944, including Oak Leaves
wearers Oberstleutnant Friedrnich-Karl Miiller, Major Kuart Ubben
and Oberleurnant Oto Wessling, had been suffered over the Reich or
Frl:-il'l'u".'l.:'ii{:ll'l Fr:nli:-l:' = ':":{CE]_’.'T (L. .F'.nd I.'|'|i.H Ei]'l.giﬂ E:(L'I:]’.""ii m Pf('l"'!'il'.{'l‘.'l'.{ :r"t'E'
further proof of just how tightly the ner was closing in on Germany.

Since being withdrawn from the Russian frone late in 1942 for service
in North Africa, ]G 77 had continued to operate in the Mediterranean.
Then, in Ocrober 1943, [IL/]G 77 was transterred ro Mizil, in Rumania,
where that country’s viral oilficlds were now being threatened notonly by
the Soviets advan Ei"l&'. trom the east, but also h].-' attack From the southwest
by American heavy bombers of the Fifreenth Air Force tlying up from
bases recently established in [raly.

Portrayed in pre-Knight's Cross
muode, Oberfeldwebel Otto Wessling
wears around his neck instead a
scarf decorated with the "Seahorse’
emblem of 9./JG 3. After claiming
62 Russian front kills, the now
Leutnant Wessling joined IV_/JG 3
in mid-1943, serving first in the
Mediterranean and then the Reich,
His final owerall total of 83 before
being killed by P-51s on 19 April
1944 earned him posthumous

Dak Leaves three months later




e il

Seated an the wheel of his Ermil
during the Balkan/Cretan campaign
of spring 1941 {where he gained his
first three victories, and established
& reputation as a fighter-bomber
specialist), Leutnant Emil Omert had
rigen to the rank of hauptmann, and
command of IL/JG 77, by the time
he lost his life in action against US
heavy bombers over Rumania on
24 April 1944, Both Otto Wessling
and Emil Omert were allegedly

shot by US fighter pilots, the
former being strafed on the ground
after surviving a forced landing
southeast of Kassel, and the latter
while descending by parachute
near Ploasti

[t was the latter, in the form of a raid by a mixed force of B-175s and
B-24s on the marshalling vards ar Ploesti on 24 April 1944, chat had
resulted in the loss of IIL/]G 775 Crruppenkommandenr, and ex-Russian
front semi-centurion, Hauptmann Emil Omert. He had led his Gustaps
in a frontal artack on the estimated 500-strong stream of enemy bombers.
One of the pilots behind him described whart ic was like;

“We artack the bombers head-on, like infancry storming an enemy
position. When | open hre with my own cannon, the whole machine
shakes. The large silver birds glitrering in the sun make an imposing
picture — simply horribly beaunful.”

After the first firing pass, the pilots waited for further orders from their
Kemmandeur over the BT, Bur none were forchcoming. Hauptmann
Omert's “Yellow 1" had already gone down, He had succeeded in baling
out, but was reportedly shot in his parachute by one of the bombers’
strong force of escorting fighrers.

The Red r".rmf:i ereat central sector summer oHensive of 1944,

aunched on 22 June to coincide with che third anniversary of Barbarossa,
dwarfed everything thar had gone before, By the time it ended in August,
all Soviet rerritory stll in German hands had been retaken, as had most
of the Baltic States. Russian troops were poised in frone of Warsaw and
.||:1|1g the borders of East Prussia, wanting tar the SPring to deliver the
final blow. Hicler had lost 28 of his 34 divisions and over 300,000 men —
maore than were sacrificed at Stalingrad — in his furtile effort to stem the
m‘t:m'rngh' u |1.~.[|J}:-}‘.n:ﬂ'.|]-:~ Red tide.

Against this backdrop of massive losses on the ground, those in the air
— at least as far as the semi-centurions were concerned — would prove to
be remarkably light. On 19 June, just 72 hours betore the central front

offensive began, 4./]G 54's Leumnant Helmur Grollmus had been
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brought down by enemy flak east of Viipuri during 11./JG 54 second
brief deployment on (southern) Finnish soil.

The ?_'_}'-vi-:_'mr}' Grollmus had of course been H:,.ri ng a Focke-" ulf
("White 117) ar the time of his loss — all three of JG 54's Gruppen in the
east had ]{:u:ng been :‘quil:upn:] with Fw 190s. But Grollmus' -;;npcr.uir.nuﬂ
career with [L]JG 54 had begun as an unteroffizier back in early 1942,
and all his initial successes had been scored on Bf 109s,

Only one 50+ Experte was to be lost on the central sector during the
entire ten weeks of the Soviet summer offensive. This was Hauptmann
Edwin Thicl, who had only recently assumed command of JG 51's
Fw E':]{J-ﬂ]uippﬁ] .'S'rﬂ."}-'.cftrz_ﬁé*.'r. ['Jl.:lring;l low-level attack on ENEmy torces
near Kobryn on 14 July, Thiel's Focke-\Wulf rook a direct flak hit on the
right wing. It immediately flipped over onto its left and plunged the
200 metres into a thick wood below, |-:i|]i]1g the pﬂm instantly.

Thiel had been flying on operations even longer than Helmue
Grollmus, serving with JG 52 at the beginning of the war, before

A Rotte (two-aircraft formation) of
Bf 109G-6s of 8./ G 51 taxi out for
their next mission on the cantral
sector shortly before the launch
of the Red Army’s major summier
offensive of 1944

The only semi-centurion to be lost
during tha Soviet summer offensiva
[shot down by enemy flak east of
Brest-Litovsk on 14 July 1944),
Edwin Thiel had been presented
with his Knight's Cross on 16 April
1943 when an oberleutnant and
Staffelkapitan of 2./JG 51

) TR
| o




lI.".'l[I!-iJLr]‘ng to ]G 51, where he had replaced the fallen Erwin Fleig as
Kapitin of 2. Sraffelin May 1942, All his earlier kills had also thus been
achieved on Messerschmitts. Having been awarded the Knight's Cross
on 16 April 1943 (for his then rotal of 51 victories), Hauptmann Edwin
Thiel's final Russian front score was 76.

Another indication of Hitler's near paranoid obsession with the threat
pased by the western allies was that, with the Red Army almost on his
castern doorstep, the three understrength fagdpeschwader standing in its
path were left to their own devices all bur unaided, whereas the invasion
of Normandy had already seen practically the entire day fighter strength
of the Defence of the Reich organisation rushed post-haste to France,
This was to have a devastating effect on the Japdiwaffe, and included the
loss of four ex-Russian front 50+ f‘.ﬁrl,l‘:r':l'!.-'n berween June and August.

Oberleutnant l';tlt_',l_'n-l.lewig }‘:h'::i;_:_;lrt, the .‘:u'rr.-jf.-;.!'.{-.-rl,n'nm'.-'.rn:fH.."_]'{". 54,
was shot down by Mustangs on D-Day+2 (8 June 1944). Fellow Kaprrin
Leurnant Horsr I:Ul'bl‘i!-.-; of 2. .‘J'_tn'J{.Fé.!' was killed in action over Caen four
days later, Their final overall totals were 69 and 58 respectvely. Doubt
surrounds the exact score achieved by [11./]G 52's long-serving Leutnant
Friedrich Wachowiak before his transfer to the invasion front and loss o
Spitfires on 16 July. Some sources refer to his having claimed “at least 86”
Sovier victims., Others maintain a truer Hgil re would be over 120
Fl-t'rl'h".l‘.l:‘i even as many as 140, As he had been nominated for the Oak
Leaves prior to his death, the latter estimares may be nearer the marle.

Last of the four was Oberleutnant Kurt Ebener, now the Staffelbapitin
of 5./JG 11, who was forced to bale our of his badly damaged Gustavafrer
rangling with US fighters southeast of Paris on 23 August and parachuted
severely wounded into Allied captivity, It is on record thar all bur five of
his final total of 57 were claimed in the east asa member of JG 35— among
them the 33 that had made him the |1igh[-.~c[ scorer of Sralingrad's
Picomnik defence Seaffed

Meanwhile, what of JG 52 down in Rumania and southern Poland
l'hruughl‘ml these same summer monchs? Among their semi-centurions,
there had been one new Knight's Cross recipient and casualty . . . and
both were the same man. Back in March 1944, the then Feldwebel
Herbert Bachnick had enjoyed a run of successes during [11L/]G 52's
1 2-day stay ar Proskurov, in the

Oberleutnant Eugen-Ludwig
Zweigart, 50+ Russian front Experfe
and Staffelkapitan of 8_/JGE 54, was
shot down over Mormandy on
D-Day+2 (B June 1944}

western Ukraine, OF the Gruppe &
collective total of 46 during this
period, he alone had been respon
sible for 21 of them. Bachnick

claimed four victories on one day
and five more on cach of two other
days. Among them was his 75th,
which he had claimed on 14 March.

On 27 July 1944, since promored
o leutnant and with his score
standing at 79, Herbert Bachnick
was awarded the Hnigh['x [ ross,
His B0ch, and last, went down on 7
August when HL/JG 52 engaged a

force of Fifteenth Air Force |‘|1_‘;_'|".'}'
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bombers attacking synthetic-oil refineries at Blechhammer, in Upper
Silesia. Bachnick’s own Gastay was severely damaged in the action, and
he tried to put it down in a forced landing. Bur with the controls all but
uscless, he was unable to avoid a railway embankment in his path and lost
his life in che rt,:e:ulting crash.

JG 52% withdrawal into Rumania had meant that it too was now
within the range of US four-engined bombers flying up from Ialy. The
ﬁfﬁn‘f}wﬂﬂfﬂ'hud hIAINAN] H.:l! I.!'l.d :iI.'.l:I:”‘If_'m hr(}i.ltl:] I||'I a4 T ?-‘FI'U"T WL .-!'I.|l'hu llg]'l
its paramount task remained thar of protecting its own ground troops
trom attack by low-flving Soviet aircraft in the east, it would hencetorth
be called upon with increasing frequency to combat the high-altirude
raids by American bombers on targets in s rear.

Such missions against the Fifteenth Air Force's “heavies” were known to
the Lufrwalfe as x"?-':ﬂ'h:ﬁeifgr., Or 'ﬁt;Lrﬂlg}th'., and the combination l'flrh.'l"."llj'li.'\_‘
to operate at low-level over the Russian frontlines one day, and then be
c}rrj-::n‘:v[l U]':l ﬂg}lill?ﬂf d higl'l -ﬁ:.-’ing stream i'.l'F]'l.t-'l'lurllll}' [ T B rn:d f;:‘rur-t'nglmtd
bombers the next, placed an enormous strain on the pilows of JG 52,

Heinz "Esau” Ewald, by now one of the more experienced members of
the Cresehuder, has left a vivid description of what it was like;

‘Our Gruppe (IL/JG 52) is based at Husi, on the west bank of the Pruth
just inside the Humanian border. We are flving several missions almost
cvery I'.{d}' Hgﬁinﬁt tl'll: CaAsk, Hu]’.‘]’?ﬂf"i I.'IE 1:._:"'"'.' r.l:t]::ul.‘ll;.i It F':.H'L:Iﬂrh: 5:..; 2.
| often have o escort him when he goes hunting Russian tanks along the
tront line in his special tank-busting machine —a Ju 87 equipped with two
Ll]'ld.'lf]"!'!'ii'lli'; %.T CIT CAlirdT.

‘But on this morning of 24 June 1944 we receive an order by radio —
“Assemble for starflight!” We, that is about 60-70 German fighters based
in southeast Europe, then gather on three fields well behind the front
in central Rumania in readiness o rackle more than 200 four-engined
bombers and more than 100 escorung fighters. So, exactly as we have
practised three vimes already, after assembly we ser our from Buzow
against the US bomber stream.

“We climb to a height of 7300 metres. Far off, we can see Rumania’s
largest oil refinery already nicely blanketed in a layer of arrificial fog, This
i1s again today’s target for the US accackers flying in from ltaly — then over
the RST — *To all LKI‘IiEI‘I ts (us) from "Barbarossa’ [gruund control),
many ‘furniture vans' (heavy bombers) and ‘indians’ (enemy fighters)
reported in grid secror "QSU Caruso Norch'!”

‘But W'l'.':"'r't Elftﬂd}" :";EH:lt H:rl l‘[‘l-l::lTl T .l'.lﬂ:l: HFH:I |:]l X H"I til'l}" ﬁij"!'fl' d-'].:'i]'l.lfﬂ LTI
the horizon. For us Russian fronc figher pilots, this picrure of the enemy’s
overwhelming superiority brings our hearts into our mouths. “That’s an
awful lot of USA tin heading our way!” someone says in my headphones,
Then the voice of the Staffelbapitin — “Achrung, all licde brothers,
Indians” sitting behind the third box!™ Although it's more than a litle
cold up here ar 7000 metres, even in June, I can feel the swear trickling
into my oxygen mask.

{wlrt arc H}ring_ i_]'l 'ﬁ-'kr_l:l;l_[ Wi L_.;l.]l d’::“""]-'l_I_I'l:'l'l"lI:l’:,":l'g_ mll:.l' P;I_r;l:it:" ﬁ]rm:lrlnn T
six abreast. Unformunacely, today there are only 27 of us due o
serviceabilicy problems. The wall of heavily armed silver shapes is getting
ever closer, for we have cut across their course slightly in order to carry our
our first artack before the enemy reaches the Ploest targer area. And we




succeed, making our initial pass head-on before the first box of 45
bﬂmbl: rs ﬂ] Ers COLrse oo start il‘.li hum |::| run.

‘Bent low over the control column, we race towards the wall of steel.
I clench my teeth and my 21-vear-old heart is pounding like a trip-
hammer. A thick curtain of fiery pearl beads some 80 metres wide comes
rushing towards us. A good thing it's directed against — and divided
berween = all of us. Individually, we'd be chopped up into licde slices.

I;"'l-'i}" bur.nl_'mr, a [.ih‘ﬂ]’ﬂt'ﬂr. E"H'r'!'i CVET hllg‘gfl' i.l'l. my gullSig]li Lll:‘.l[i.l.
suddenly, it's enormous! “MNow Esau, open fire — just like your first kill,
snout to snout . | let fly! Jagped fountains erupt all over the bomber as
m}" Ehﬂu?j :'ll'“,l hlll]:ﬂi gn:l'l.l.-' hunt_r'ril}-' at }ilﬁlillttfi[ig gl:ﬂtﬁ. thﬂugh Lil:llkj
containing thousands of litres of fuel and into its metal body and wings -
abour six seconds of iron music, and then | pull up and away damned
close above the Liberator.

‘Now the dense web of tracer chases after us, the explosive rounds
bursting like deadly fireworks. Good thar we can’t hear the staccaro
bellowing of the American weapons. After our first pass, two bombers
have already been blasted ourt of the box and are heading down towards
mother earth in ever righter spirals. Three others are smoking badly —
among them my bomber, the second on the right. Bur boy, can these
maonsters absorb a lot of iron and stecl!

‘Now the escorting fighters are diving down towards us, for we have
already reversed course and are preparing to attack the same box from the
rear. Whart happens nexc is first rate. The American fighters turn away and
leave us alone. They don’t want to get hit by the fire being hosed abouwr
all over the sky by their own bombers. It now becomes clear that our
machines are much too slow for a stern chase. The individual duels
between us and the bombers” tail and fuselage gunners last much wo long,

‘My bomber must have been damaged more seriously during my
frontal pass than [ first thought, for it has dropped out of formation
slightly and is lagging behind. I give it another long salvo with everything
I've got. A chain of hits marches across its left-hand engines. After a small
r::l:p|1:|sll|:|-r1 in thﬂ: p[_]rr irjl‘.l::r. I'i'l.t hllg’: crate L{rf.lp-.'% EAL R ﬁ'ﬁ]“ l.h.l'_"' I}U}: ]t‘L |
shallow curve with its entire left wing in flames.

“The Staffelbapitin again — “All litte brothers close up, suck together,
get back in formation! Get in tight! Vietor! Vietor!” We artack the same
box for a third time. Unfortunarely we are no longer 27 little brothers.
bmml |-I.|1;'|r'f ]'EFH:IFE'CI:[ d;l.mngr: Ll_',! I'I'l.l:'ir milChllTlt'Z'i- Thrﬂ: h-'l"a"lf hE-Eﬂ
wounded. From others — just silence. =

"We — that is, the remains of the Gruppe— become completely scattered
atter our third and final pass. The bombers’ escorting Mustangs dive
down firing wildly. Now things really ger hot as dogfights break our all
over the place. My wingman and | are far out to the right, so these “boys™
are not yer a dan T 1O us. But we have strayed oo close to the next box of
bombers and so ger a large dose of lead from their gunners instead.

"We are already a good 300 metres off to the flank of the last box when
[!‘H:ri: i_E H | I_'Fn:ml:nt'lﬂu..l: hang. Thin :'I:m“l‘:t' immtdiﬂtﬁ]}' rl]l:. LI'I.E L‘Uﬂ:kpj[
and, shortly afterwards, tongues of flame being to lick out from under the
insgrument panel. | can feel the hear on my lower legs. “Esau, you've got
to get out of here!” 1 pull the canopy emergency jertison lever, bur the
canopy refuses o budge. By now the smoke is much thicker, and it's
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stinging my eyes. Luckily I can still breathe — my oxygen mask fits tightly
and the regulator is working properly.

‘But I have to do something fast. | unlock the canopy, just as [ would
after any normal landing, and then raise both hands above my head and
push hard against the glass of the cockpir roof. It is said that people in
mortal danger are often able to summon up superhuman strength. I must
have been blessed with something similar, for I actually manage o lift the
canopy up about two centimetres.

“There is a whistling noise —and then the canopy is gone. I find myself
in a gentle turn, bur the flames from the engine compartment are
now much fiercer, | unfasten my harness and hurl myself out in one
movement. My neck receives a terrible wrench. 1 have forgoten 1o
disconnect my “pigrail” - the cord of my throat mike, Then, at last, I am
free of my doomed fighter.

“Ter myself plummet through space, cumbling over and over, asTdon't
want to be shot in my parachute by the escorting American fighters as
Hannes Blitter from Bremen was yesterday, Throughout our whole time
on the southeastern front, Russian pilots have never shot at German pilots
in their parachutes. Perhaps the Americans are practising “total war™!

‘At a height of abour 1000 metres [ pull the parachure release. For a
tew interminable seconds absolucely nothing happens. Then the canopy
opens with such a jolt [ feel as if | am being strerched on the rack. At firse,
after my wild head over heels descent, 1 ger the impression that the
parachure is acrually lifting me upwards, but then I realise 1 am slowly
floating down at about five merres a second.

‘From a few thousand metres above comes the monotonous drone of
the heavy bombers, the hammering of their on-board weapons and the
deeper thump of our own cannon. | can sce the spot where I'll be coming
down — a small patch of forest not far from a village. It's now thac [ hear
a huge explosion as, off to one side behind me, a Liberator with its full
bomb load and about 5000 litres of fuel still in its tanks hits the ground.
There are four large mushrooms of smoke in the sky above me, a couple
of them still raining debris. Then there's no time 1o see more.

“With my hands in front of my eyes and legs pressed tighdy together,
I crash into the topmost branches of an 8-12 metre high stand of mixed
trees. [ rake several of the branches with me, burt they help 1o break my fall
and I come to earth gently enough. My left ankle, however, feels as if it has
athousand needles sticking in it. And when 1 get to my feet | discover that
both my shoes are full of blood.”

Whar Heinz Ewald fails to mention is just how badly injured he really
was. OF the ten Gustars of 6.TG 52 thar had taken off on thar day’s
starflight, only two returned to base — those of the Swffelbapitin and his
wingman. The former counred the cost;

Two aircratt were damaged and had o make emergency landings,
another came down on an enemy occupied airfield and five of our pilots
were shot down. Of these, two were killed instantly and three parachured.
Only one landed safely, for one was machine-gunned by the Mustangs
during his descent (this was, in fact, the unfortunare Unteroffizier Bliver
referred to mistakenly in the account above), and Leutnant Ewald baled
out of his burning machine ac the last moment, having suffered such

severe burns thar his recovery was in doubt for a very long time.”




Hauptmann Alfred Teumer was

one of two ex-Russian front semi-
centurions to be lost in the west
during the last quarter of 1944 flying
the Me 262, Seen here as a leutnant
with JG 54 in Russia with a pair

of four-legged companions (an
Airedals termier and a fox cub),
Teumer was killed on 1 October 1944

Twenty-four hours later, the
survivors of IL/]JG 52 were back in
action against their traditonal foe,
the Red Air Force. And so it would
continue for the remainder of the
vear, with the Russian front Bf 109
CGruppen — principally those of JGs
51 and 52 — r:'maining‘ very much
the underdogs, both in terms of the
numbers of Russian aircraft oppos-
i!'l_g [I-I{'!'I-I i_!l'l'd ﬂl.':iU.. i S0F il.' "-"l-'“l.'lld.
seem, in the eyes of the planners
in Berlin, whose atrention was seill
firmly fixed on operations in the west
and over the Reich itself.

It is again indicative thar not
one 30+ !:':clwr.fr was killed in action
against the Soviets during the last
three months of 1944, whereas four

CX- Ia'l.l!'i:‘::li..l.['l '.ﬂ ML hf['l:li'l_'t'['”.tli il..l n=
lost their lives over Germany's west-
ern prm'in{'r:.l: tluring this p-:rlm].
The first was the result of an acci-
dent, Alfred Teumer had joined JG
54 as a teldwebel back in December
1941. In the next owo-and-a-half
vears he was to be credited with
f'l‘ﬁ ltl].‘i!‘iiiﬂl] :Jirl::r.lrt dt’!‘i‘lfﬂ}"f’d l‘.lt’fl.‘l]'l:‘

being transferred to Defence of the
Reich duries in May 1944,

Then, an 1 October 1944, Teumer
was posted to the Me 262-equipped
Erprofungrkommands Mowotny, only
to be killed three days later when his jet fighter suffered an engine flame-our
when coming in to land ar Hesepe.

The other three casualties were all suffered in Diecember 1944 against
the backcloth of the run-up to, or during the course of, Hiter's final
eamble in the west = the ill-judged and disastrous counter-offensive in the
Ardennes., Veteran NCO Alexander Preinfalk (who, incidentally, had
been born at Bakuy, in the Caucasus — the ultimare oilfield goal of the
abortive 1942 summer offensive) had claimed 59 Sovier victims while
flving with JG 77 in the cast berween Ocrober 1941 and Seprember 1942,
Since transferred o JG 53 and Reich’s Defence, he was shot down by
P’-47s northeast of Karlsruhe on 12 December.,

Robert “Bazi® Weiss” operational career had begun with JG 26 in
1941-42 on the Channel coast, where he was credited with three RAF
Spitfires. He then joined 1./]G 54 in Russia, claiming an estimared 90
Russian aircraft while Hying both BE 1095 and Fw 190s. Having been
appointed Gruppenkowimandenwr of 1IL/JG 54 in the west on 21 July
1944, Hauptmann Weiss was leading elements of his unit on a hunt tor

Typhoon fighter-bombers of the RAF over the Dortmund-Ems canal
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On the last day of 1944,
Ohberleutnant Hans Schileef — long-
sarving meamber of JG 2, but now
Staffelkapitin of 16./JG 4 - was
brought down by US Thunderbolts
vkt of Mannheim. At the time of
his loss, Schleaf's overall total was
just two |some sources say one|
short of the century

As the war progressed, the
celebrations surrounding a pilot’s
reaching his half-century became
less elaborate, Mo sign of floral
garlands or bottles of champagne
here for the latest addition to the
ranks of the semi-centurons, wha is
being greeted by his chiel mechanic
- just a crude piece of cardboard
hung round his neck, baldly
proclaiming "S0th’. Unfortunately,
the original print of this photograph
is not sharp enough to identify the
pilot with any certainty, but it has
been suggested that it could well
be future 203-victory Experte
Hauptmann Helmut Lipfert

area on 29 December when their
Fw 1900-95 were bounced by
Norwegian-flown Spitfires. Among
the losses was the Kemmandenr in
his "Black 10", With a Anal overall
total of 121, Robert Weiss would
be honoured with posthumous Oak
Leaves on 12 March 1945,

The last of the more than 30 semi-

centurions to be killed or reporred
missing in 1944 — on the last day of

the year = was Oberleutnant Hans

Schleef. A long-serving member
of .F':-; 3. Schleef had achieved 92
Russian kills before he too was posted to Reich's Defence. As the
.Te'afﬁ-'f#ﬂ‘.ﬁ.’lrf."n of 16./]G 4, Schleef fell victim to American P-47s
patrolling west of the Rhine,

Meanwhile, on the Russian front, those pilots and units that had net
been pulled our of the line to serve in other theatres continued o do all
they could o halr the inexorable advance of the Soviet war machine. And
while their scores were not as astronomically high as they had been in the
balmy days of Barbarossa, they were still exacting a considerablenoll.

On 1 Seprember 1944, for example, the 36th Russian aircraft claimed
by future semi-centurion Feldwebel Adolf Nehrig gave JG 52 its 9999¢h
kill of the war to date — the 10,000ch weuld fall to Major Adolf Borchers
24 hours later (see Osprey Aviation Elite Unies 15 - Japdgeschwader 52 tor
Further details).

But not even the most successful fagdeeschioaderin the Luftwafte could
prevent the collapse of the southern sector, as first Rumania and then
Bulgaria concluded separate treaties with the Sovier Union, before
declaring war on their erstwhile German ally, The Rumanian declaration
on 25 August had caught the Germans off-guard. The Wehrmacht staged
a fighting withdrawal, bur was unable to stop the Red Army from quickly
overrunning the country. On 29 August the oil terminal ar Constanza,
which I11./]G 52 had provected with such vigour over three years carlier,
fell to a combined Soviet land and sea assaule. The Ploesti oilfields were
lost a day later, and on 31 August Russian troops marched into the
Rumanian capical, Bucharest.

The Bulgarians had cried a differ-
et |'.-]n}', announcing their ‘retire-
ment from the war’ on 26 August.
Bur their self-proclaimed state of
newtrality availed them licde. The

Russians promptly invaded and

occupied  Bulgaria, which  then
perforce declared war on Germany
on 8 Seprember,

While the southern sccror was
rapidly coming apart at the seams,
an uneasy lull had descended on the

IL'L"]'llI'i!] Fl'(]-[ﬂ.'- P'.fn:r li'lli_' -{.,'.ﬂ-l'_'lrl' [J'll:'_‘":p"




had expended on their grear summer oftensive, Sovier forces were
IltiE'i.Eil'lg I'I'l:' {'.arlj.-' ALTLEIMN Tn:_:lnfh.ﬂ [n] Fl't"F}:l.]'l:: ﬁ]l’ thﬂ.' L‘t:l:lnlmg hdtflﬂ.‘ (}F
Germany. Stll standing in their path in central Poland, the pilots of
JG 51 were grateful for the respite — but were fully aware of the fact thart it
couldn’t last long. 13. Staffelsunknown diarist caughr the mood;

‘6 October: Peace and quiet — before the storm? — sleep from morning
till evening, a good meal and then off to the cinema — that’s our daily
work schedule. “Hcgm:" (121 -u'i{.'tury Erprrrfr Oberteldwebel Heinz
Marquardr) reckons the war will begin again in a day or rwo.

7 October: Today began just like any other. Quiet all morning, but
rl_ll:l'l dab Tl'llld.dﬂ}' ..'l." I'll:” I:ITCHII{H |{_]“5I:‘ ["rurrl I'.""i-'ﬂ:r}" COTNCeT. Tht R'I.l.!'i."illﬂ.l'lﬁ Al
pushing hard, trying to enlarge their bridgehead. To support their ground
troops they're sending over their cement-bombers (11-2 Shrwrmopiks) and
Bostons, and, best of all, with minimal highter escort. The hirse Sebarm
to scramble makes the most of it — nine victories, including three each for
Leutnant Kalden and Oberfeldwebel Marquarde — but the next sortie is a
'L":]'[TI]'.liﬁ'.'fl'.' I'J.L'I.'L:I, ilnd I|1:I."i ..i]l I.'EH: Eal.l.lt E]Ft]ll’.' []Fl:'l- TCMETE, Fur ].I..:'I an ;Jljm'l]ulf:
waste of rime 1o give the order to scramble against Bostons thar are
already over the * Gartenzaun " (“garden fence”, which was the Luttwaffe
-r_'n{]i:n:lmr: {';:lr d '|l'|'|ir15'i- (W hﬂ.‘il:l:l.,

Leurnant Peter Kalden had been appointed Kapirin of 10./]G 51 on
17 _]ul:,' 1944 (che .Sr;z_ﬁ.}.!' WwWas r:x;]-.:.ﬁignmn:{i i},.l'_] 5] the Fn]|:_1wing
maonth). The 19 Sovier aircraft he shor down during Ocrober, all o the
north of Warsaw, raised his total to 64. This was apparently regarded by
"]'ll:' Ill'li[ ar rhl.- |_'i|T|E a5 [‘1: I1l_|!1'|]:|r:r rr:vl;_]ui rt:{I Le] "Fi"irl [I_H: Kl'l ig.ht"u l:-‘ Feass, a8
witness the following diary enery;

‘24 October: Another Dddef (Knight's Cross) on the way to the 13th
rl'lnl':'. TEH]R}", ].r:l:ll‘n:lnT ]{.:!]{]'::I'l gﬂll ]Ti"| ﬁd[l‘l T TII'“:' i.iil'l'l U:I:. CVETY ﬁg]“.t'l'
pilot. When he landed, he was greeted with shouts and cheers as he was
lifted our of the cockpit, and a large wooden Diddel the size of a breast-
PIEL’E, VN l.'ll.] I.'IE .'{ruund }ii.ﬁ !'l.l'_";_'t':.%

Bur Lufrwaffe bureancracy worked ar a somewhat more leisurely pace
than the Staffel carpenter. Leutnant Kalden's award was not announced
'|.|.]'ITi|. ﬁ I-.:h:L'I: |T|.|:]"|'_'T|. iﬂ'“j it "r'l-'"l.l.ld. |:K: ATV I'I.ET 11 I'j-i‘l}":'l ilﬂ.ﬂ.‘[ 1hiit hﬂ"hf‘ﬂ
Generalmajor Robert Fuchs, the divisional commander, actually arrived
to present it, Oine other Knight's Cross had been awarded 1o the internim,
however. Kalden's CO, Haupt-

Daspite the worsening war situation
there was still time for humour,
even on the darkest of days.
Another cartoon from the now
13./JG 51's unofficial diarist, this
drawing shows a Gustav straining
every fibre to get aloft as a Red Air
Force bomber races past overhead,
its rear-gunnmar waving a cheeky
goodbye. The tagline, "Bugger!
These Bostons are fast!”

mann Heinz Lange, the Grup- /
penkammandenwrof IV./]G 51, had /F’ =
received his on 18 November for /
a total of 70 victories, all but one
:";I'_'l:}l'l':\{] 'il.'l TI'IC CAasl.

Meanwhile, o the south, with
Rumania and Bulgaria already
securely in their hands, Sovier

forces were now intent on taking

Hungary. On 8 December they %5 : = E \ﬂ
launchtd dI [}H:-ﬂ.'['l."i:i"l-'t' i.’lilnt"d at Hﬁ . !L{I
s L

encircling and isolating the coun- [F— el g\

try's capital, Budapest. 11L/]G 52
was based just to the west of the
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city, and after it was cut off (on 26 December) it was tasked with
protecting the He 111 bombers thar were acrempring 1o keep the German
e FEI%01 .'-:IJ.F.I'F.I]IIt'd h:.-' air. At the nme, Heinz Ewald was ﬂ}-‘ing the {;r:r.rl.fi-l.ﬁf 5
only Kanonenboot, or ‘gunboat’ —a Bf 109G armed with two additional
cannon in underwing pondolas;

“When the ferry pilot first Hew it in to Budadrs, nobody else wanred
:ill]r'[hjng o do with it, as it was a good 200 kilograms heavier than our
normal machines and was still firted with the old, framed type of cockpit
CAROPY. But as soon as tl'n:].-' saw the effect 1t had when | |:_'|-P-:,‘.I1|;'|:_‘|. up with
all five weapons and in a single pass blew a pair of Airacobras out of the sky
in tiny picces, everybody wanted one!’

In Poland, too, IV./]G 51 were also getting new aircraft;

‘For the past few days we've been re-equipping with G-14s. Seven
machines have already arrived. The ferry pilot who wanred to fly
Pitke's old “White 67 our crashed on take-off. The clapped-our old
bird probably couldn't bear to be parted from us!

‘31 December: Today is New Year's Eve. We're all armed with
champagne, wine and schnapps. In the hours up to midnight we drank
punch so that we could fully appreciate the broadeast of the Fiibrer’s
speech. Bur after that, thing’s really got going: At about 0300 hrs we
all rooped off w the post office, where Pifke demonstrated his
mountaineering skills by climbing through an upstairs window and
shooing an 55 man out of a young lady’s bed. Then we spent an hour
sitting charting to the postmaster, who was celebrating with the “merry
widow” and another girl. Feldwebel Asbach-Hache produced a bottle of
HCl'I“:'I.I.JI.J:'F I.II'U]'I'I Ili!'i E'H.:ﬂ'.:kt' 08 ill!'ir“'-}" Our il'l'i'itil'lg 1:|||n-;-|.:]1.-':‘.~; [ T.I'l.l:," Pﬂl'l’}"-

‘Afrerwards, it was back o the orderly room, where we kept going
until morning, when we accompanied the chief as he did the rounds
diﬁ[rj11ULiJl§.=; ﬁ:.ht];ipp:i. :‘iﬂll}i:{l:[t'h-.. |.:| rl:.'{l:i 3[1{1 N'l'."'.'-l' 1'!"':':! r.\.}i EI{"{:‘I il'lg:"i Ly e
and all. By about midday the festivities came to a close. But during the
['lig]tl some unknown PErpetrators — we suspect members of the | 10} sraff
~ had completely wrecked the HQQ officers” mess so that the entire staff
had 1o ear their New Year's dinner from the only two plates thar
I‘l:rll'.ii!ll:li llrlhrl:lkr_‘r].‘

There were no such celebrations — at least, not officially — for the pilots
of the Reich’s Defence fagdgruppen. They were ordered to remain sober
and turn in early on New Year's Eve in preparation for a major effort early
the next morning. Operation Badenplarie, the New Year's Day attack by
Luttwatte highters on Allied tactical airhields in the Low Countries and
France, was a L'u:i‘[]_'.-' failure. Losses in men and machines were pruhlhirim:
— 22 by now irreplaceable unit commanders failed to return from the
ambitious undertaking — and all to little end. A number of ex-Russian
front semi-centurions took part in the operation of 1 January 1943, bur
on |}-' one was lost,

Leutnant Horst-Giinther von Fassong came to the Lutewatte from the
army. His first rwo kills (a brace of I-16s) had been claimed on 3 July 1941
as a member of LG 51. Appointed Staffelbapirin of 10./]G 51 in
February 1943, von Fassong had been credited with 62 Sovier aircraft by
the time of his transfer to Defence of the Reich in April 1944, There, as
Kapitidn ot 7./]G 11, he quickly added a quarter of B-17s to his tally,
before being made Kammandesrof 1IL{JG 11 the following month.




Mictured at a misty Neuruppin, In contrast o the numerous units thar had been withdrawn from che

northwaest of Barlin, late in 1944, Russian Front since the start of Sarbarosaio shore up other theatres in the
the “Acae of Hearts’ badge on the
cowlings of these Bf 109K-4s

identify them as machines of JG 77

west, von Fassong's Gruppe was one of the very few to make the journey

the other way from west to east. And even this was JUSE A temporary

- ane of the many Jagdgeschwader measure when, in June 1944, [1L/JG 11 was hastly desparched o a
:'":"':”" to be rushed to the Russian landing strip near Minsk in the very eve of the breaking storm of the grear
ront

Sovier summer offensive. Needless to say, the Gruppe s ten-week stay in
the east had not the slighrest effect on the course of events on the ground.
Bur it did enable von Fassong to claim nine more Red Air Force victims,

[t would appear that he achieved no further successes berween
|||.."_]'l1. 1175 return o the Reich :u1r|}' m Hq*p[-ﬁnl‘u-:r and his |,.1,]-;i11f_r| off to
lead the Grappe in the low-level attack on the Allied airfield ar Asch, in
Belgium, that was the Gruppe 5 assigned objective on New Year's Day
1945, Caughr close to the ground in the target area by a pair of US
Thunderbolts, von Fasseng's Fw 190 went in from a height of only
20-30 metres, cart-wheeling in a ball of flames upon impact,

Although Bedenplatte s regarded by many as the final nail in the coffin
of the Lufrwafte's daylight fighter force, it in fact recovered sufficiendy to
participate in one last major air battle in Defence of the Reich. Bur the
action over central Germany on 14 January 1945 was yet another disaster
(the day resulted in 139 pilot casualrties, apainst Badenplaree’s232).

It was at this late juncrure thar Hider finally acknowledged the
enormity of the danger closing in on him from the east. For while the US
15t and 3rd Armics were still a few thousand metres short of Germany's
main western frontier fortifications — the Westwalf, or “Siegfried Line’ —in
the east, the Soviers had already burst our of their bridgehead south of
Warsaw. Within days they would be rampaging through the Reich's
unprotected eastern provinces of Silesia, Pomerania and East Prussia.

The fact chat the Red Army was no longer some distant colossus deep
inside Russia, but rather an avenging force that was even now bearing
down on his own capital, Berlin, concentrated the Fiifrers mind
wonderfully. He ordered char all available fighter forces be rushed
eastwards i[1'.||'|1|!'-.|.iitTl.‘|:|.-' o hc:ip siem the Sovier lood, But '|_|1|;‘_.|r,-,‘£'.-::l'l.'..:-'.r.l_'l|!'|rr'
of January 1945 was just a pale shadow of its former self.

Apart from those few vererans who had survived the previous six

I]IIZ1r'IL|I1'-i1 E‘.lll:H'IIIZ“{'HiHH — WOr NII'II'ITIJI_I'IIZl'l.-' ijl'l-;j '[l‘.lt‘ .-".r-:i-:'nrwi. I._‘II._IFiI'IE

033%¥H13H S4318

13




CHAPTER FIVE

8l

Bodenplarte, and in Defence of the Reich = most units were made up
predominantly of undeniably keen, bur criminally under-trained

_‘_r'HL]IIIF:ELI.!F.'{- !";ilETPl.I{‘H Hi. :n'i.uinn !.I.H.'] I"I.'I.IZl I'1.‘.i1-!.'i1|.'l2|. -\'.'I'i.'-ij.'-i ]'.IIZIi]I‘I. .'al.lilil. ||1{'

enemy enjoyved virtually rotal air supremacy.

Under such circumstances it is hardly surprising that the Lufowatte's
losses soared dramatically. Most of the casualoes came fraom the ranks ol
the inexperienced vounger pilots. But the tvpe of missions now being
demanded of the _ll".-i"‘f:'.-:'ﬂ::-__".l'.'fj'.lj'l‘.:".l'.? — either u:-u.'m"rinl:' near-suicidal Tow-level
artacks by ground assaule Fw 1905, or themselves ground-strafing Sovier
troops and armour = meant that survival depended just as much on luck
asitdid experience, And, inevitably, yer more semi-centurions were to fall
in the war's hinal months.

One such was Oberleutnant Heinrich Fiillgrabe, who had won the
Knight's Cross as an oberfeldwebel with 9./]G 52 (the Experten- Staffel)
more than two years earlier. Since that time, he had served both as an
instructor and in Defence of the Reich, before returning o the Russian
Front and his old unie as f;.".-Lr'f.lmnf.!'ﬂ'-A.f.f',r'umu.f nl'_l'l'.-. 52 in Drecember
1944, On 30 January 1945, Fullgrabe's Gustarwas hitwhile carrying our
a low-level artack on Sovier tanks near Bricg, in Silesia. From an altitude
of just 45 metres, it went down on fire behind enemy lines.

Meanwhile, some 400 kilometres to the south, 1L./]G 52, based since
1B January at Veszprem, in Hungary, was stll occasionally tangling with
Mediterranean-based P-51s, as the h’re;u‘.;;fm:l'ﬁ. ."i.'.r._fﬂ{'fﬂ:!l-;:[ recorded;

‘It was around this dme that we began to clash with Mustangs again,
although unfortunately such encounters seldom ended happily forus, On

one such occasion Lewrnant Ewald and his Sefearmsighted eight of these

American fighters north of Lake Balaton. Ewald was still seriously teed off

'l.'."il.l't llit‘ I‘i-’n’n’]’.‘-’{‘[:'ﬂllll'.h_:l !.l.ll' hlt“lﬂ.i]lg at ]l] [Tk iII ]'l:i.‘i ]?i!l'iiﬁ.’hl] L& Onier Rll] lliLIliit.

s0 he waded straight in withour properly assessing the situarion.

JG 3 was also sent back to the east
far the final rounds of the air war
against the Soviets. Here, engine
maintenance is performed an a

Bf 108G-14 of 7, Staffel at Garz, on
the Baltic coast, in the early spring
of 1945




‘He managed to hit one of the
M u:-&t:lllg-&. "-"l-'.l'lil'_']'l l;.:ll'_".'l.n'.l:‘l I:_}I"I'.rr:l'l]ing
a thick banner of smoke, but within
minutes another 20 or 30 had
appeared on the scene. The original
eight had called up reinforcements!
Ewald and his three Messerschmires
WETE (H.J.I.'n!lrn|'.l::n:~|:] nn:‘:lr]}' [Cn oD
one. The other three were quickly
shot down, and soon the whole pack
WAK E(PE1EC!1!THti[1g 0 F.'l."."il]{!. 'i"."l_l{:l
defended himself as best as he could.
By conanually turning, twisting
and loosing off the odd burst, he
was able to work his way back
fl:}"l-"a'il.]'{]:"; fl_l'l:: ﬁi"ll:‘l.

I-'llni- hf :I.IJ‘[J‘I";.}H':EH:"_{. '1-|.|”. 'r".'i1]1 rhn‘.‘w.' :"l-"ltl";'lill'lgﬁ o |'|.i.H fiiil. .l'll:_" Euddﬂ'nl}f
straightened out, roaring past the Bishop's Palace in Veszpren at ground
level — two NCOs standing on an upper balcony of the palace swore
|.-|:'|L='}" |.[.|'|.':I]\.L1d dﬂl'lu'f']l at l':'r'h":l.]{l A% ]'ll: l'lll'l."i!'ll:,'f[ Fl..'l_!'i[ hl:']{:l'l.’ul' [I-l'i_"l'l'l 'L’-']l_'l-l J'I_i!i
engine bellowing ar full throcde — before gaining a livele altitude prior to
landing . . . and flying straight into a burst of fire from the field’s own
flak defences!”

Ewald himself rakes up the story from here;

1'd just pulled the machine up a fraction, ready to lower the wheels and
come in hot and fast, when a stream of tracer hits me from off to one side
below. The bird is instantly nose heavy, and clearly intent on digging
itsell a crater in the mother earth of Hungar:ﬁ- Control stick back into my
stomach — nothing! - think, trim wheel to minus — quickly! The snout of

the ailing Me litts — 250 metres, emergency jettison handle, canopy away,
undo harness and out over the lefi-hand sill,

I tug ar the parachure release. The canopy opens and [ am hanging
150 metres up in the air safe and sound when, suddenly, “ping, ping,
zish, zissh”. I hear metal, in other words, bullets whistling past me!
German infanery detraining ac che station not far from the aircfield
have sported me and are shooting ar “the Russian coming down by
parachure”, as eyewirnesses subsequently tell me. Luckily their aim is
off, and after a few more swings of the 'chute 1 reach earth safely — that
15, | come down flar on my face in a frozen meadow some 300 merres
away from the landing field.’

The Staffelbapitin s account closes by saying thar Ewald later drove
ACPOES Lo Li'l.L' J]-'ll\L guun-.‘.'r.‘-: :iT“'. TH'.':'. l']'l("l'l'l mn (NN ll'l'll:,'l:_"l'l_;'l_iﬂ [Crims L:':ﬂ:.ll._'[l_'}"
what he thought of them. Ewald begs to differ. He has it that he was
driven to the gun emplacement by a fellow pilot who was so enraged ar the
incident char after hurling abuse at the hapless gunners, he followed it up
with a live hand-grenade! The flak crew quickly disappeared into their
foxholes and nobody was hurt, bur it had the desired effect. The barttery
-;.'IZZII'H:IT‘.I:U'I.L{E I [‘E]fl’."hﬁ] ll'_'ij 'I:T.?'H]l'}lf?-f" H'I:l 48] ﬂF“]ﬂ :lgiﬁﬂ i'-nr .";F'l['lﬂll'-ll-lg -;_fm.l.fn aonc
ot its fighrers, while ar the same time requesting chat its piloes refrain from

ll_‘.uﬁ.-:ing h.‘md-grunm]u:{ abourt, otheraise he T-;:ull_i-' would have to take the
matter up with Ffegerborps!

Sean here as an oberfaldwebel,
Heinrich Fillgrabe was one of the
acknowledged Experten of JG 52's
famous 9. Staffel on the Russian
front before his transfer back to the
Reich. He rejoined his old unit in the
east as Feschwader-Adjutant at

the end of 1944, only to be lost in

& low-level attack on Soviet armour
in Silesia on 30 January 1945
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THE FINAL WEEKS

M8 he last ten weeks of the war witnessed a final flurry of awards and
decorations = more, even, than were conferred in the first en
weeks of Barfarossa. The anomalies seem to have persisted to the

very end, however, tor the scores of the 14 new Knight s Cross recipients
during this period ranged from the low fifties to well into the eighties.
Among the former was Leutnant Herbert Bareuther, who had claimed
appointed Kapitan of 14./]G 3 in
April 1945, This Staffel was part of IV.(Sterm)/]G 3, which had been

44 victories with |G 51 betore being
a cornerstone of the Reich’s Defence organisation (see U.ul,ﬂ.":*;' At tion

Elite Units 20 - Luftwaffe Sturmgruppen for further derails), prior to its

becoming one of the Japdgruppen involved in Hider's mass transter of

fighter units from west to east in the later halt of January 1945, While
commanding 14./]G 3 on the Oder front, Bareuther was able to add
11 more Soviet kills to his rally, but specific details are obscure, as oo
is the exact date of his Knight's Cross.

Leutnant Alfred Rauch was also a long serving member of |G 51, He
had joined the Geschader as an NCO in June 1940, sconing his first
victory [a Hurricane over the Thames Estuary) two months later during
the Battle of Britain. Following a spell as an instructor, his second kill had
been a Sovier '1-18" fighter downed northeast of Orel on 4 Ocrober 1941,
Rauch was awarded the hlalght':‘ Cross on 9 April 1945 tor a score of 53.
This relatively low figure may be explained by the fact chat lawerly he had
been a member of JG 517s Fw 190-equipped Stabsstaffel, with whom he
had proven himself successful as a fighter-bomber specialist.

At the other end of the scale score-wise is a more familiar name — Leut-

nant Heinz Ewald. "Esau’ had reached his halt-century over Veszprem on

Still smiling = pilots of 17,/ 3
gather round one of their Bf 109Ks
aon the Oder front in March 1945, On
the original print it [s just possible
to make out the name M&r}l‘ CHF
Marga below the cockpit . . . and
could that be the young lady hersell
sitting in the machine and getting
all the attention?




29 December 1944, By the nme
he received his Knight's Cross on
200 April 1945 he had added another
32 kills o this total.

Bur chis brief overview of the
Russian front’s semi-centurions is
perhaps best concluded by detailing
the fates of those half-dozen or so
pilots who had achieved 50+ vicro-
rics against the Soviets — some carly
on in their varied and illustrious
operanional carcers — only 1o be lost
in the final two months of hostilities
when the war iwself was clearly and
irrevocably lost,

A prime example is Oberstleut-
nant Erich Leie, who is best known
for his time with the famous |G 2
‘Richthofen’ in the Battle of Britain
and on the Channel coast, when he
flew alongside the likes of the leg-
endary Helmur Wick and Walter
Oesau. It was while serving as
{':'e":-'ﬁ'r'i'uJ{.ff.l"rr-:i.-:':.frr.e'::.urtlf"jl:: 2 on the
C
been awarded the Knight's Cross
{on 1 August 1941 for his then 21

wannel front chat Erich Leie had

victories against the RAF). He was
transferred to the cast carly in 1943,
assuming command of (]G 51 on
18 January. Leie remained at the
h'.‘.':!d: Hr "]'I.l'_' ETJ:?'T-I"IJPE' I'-I:'I'r ﬂl MOsl WO
vears, and during this period he
claimed 71 Soviet aircraft destroyed
— many while flying the Fw 190.
On 29 December 1944,
Oberstleurnane Leie was officially
L:I.I.-l P'i.:lir:l lt'd {?‘f:-l“j‘”l'.-'ﬂn‘:?llﬂ;'.&ﬂ;” ?‘n'.':!'u'ﬂrl"u'n"nf'
of ]G 77. In the event, he did not
actually take command undl mid-
January 1945, by which oome |G 77
was another of the Reich’s Defence
Gresetneader under orders to move
with all speed to the Russian front,
Dhuring the next seven weeks in Sile-
sia, Erich Leie downed four more
]"'L'i:d .|""I.]|'I I'-lil'f'i:‘l.' Ir]-'l.l'_'hi"l::ﬁ- ifi'll',,' L'l_ﬁ[
ewo a pair of fighters on 7 March).

On that date he led a reinforced Sehwaerm of six Gustaps in an

|

Fahnenjunker-Oberfeldwebel
[Senlar NCO Officer-Candidatal
Alfred Rauch of JG 51°s Stabsstaffel
portrayed wearing the Knight's
Cross awarded to him on 9 April
1945 — prior to his promotion to
lestnant in the final month of the
war in Europe

A veteran of both the Battle of
Britain (with JG 2 ‘Richthofen’,

as seen here) and the Russian

front [with JG 51 ‘Malders’),
Oberstleutnant Erich Leie, recently
appointed Geschwaderkommodors
of JG 77, was lost in action against
Yak-3s ower Silesia on 7 March 15945

emergency scramble against a reported incursion by a formation of T1-25

in the Schwarzwasser area. Afrer L]:timir:g one of the Hlvashins' escorting

SHITIM T¥NI4 IHL
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In mid-April 1945, 1IL£1G 51 still had
1% machines at Junkerstroylhof,
east of Danzig on the Baltic.
Despite the imminent collapse,
Oberfeldwebel Helmut Raffler
(right], who commanded 3. Staffel
far the final fortnight of the war,
can still mug it up with Feldwebel
Alexander Slomski for a souvenir
snapshot

La-5s, Leie remained on patrol. Hall-an-hour later, he sighted a gaggle of
Yak-9s west of Bielitz. Again he picked off one of the Russian fighters
trom behind, but this time he had misjudged his speed and was unable
to avoid -;:r.uhin;ﬁ; mto his victom. The Yak and Leie’s Bf 109G-14 went
down together.

Four days later, up on the Baltic coast, 13./]G 51 lost its Staffelbapitin.
Oine last excerpt brom the unit diary;

‘11 March: We are expecting our usual Sunday morning fun and
games, and aren’t di:-.L]‘.nr.eri[1n't|. Bur this time it's more serious than usual,
Russian tanks have broken through and have completely surrounded
Danzig-Gorenhafen. We've been on stand-by all week, waitdng 1w
transter to Danzig-Rahmel, but that's now gone by the board. Our
advance party has to come back as Ivan is already approaching the held.

“We are ordered o fly fighter-bomber sorties against the advancing
enemy tanks. At 0840 hrs the chief takes ofF with a Scbeearm o attack
tanks reported in the Friedenau-Kalln area. Our chief doesn’t return
from this mission. He was last seen after m:-|1'|p||:[inf_'| his arcack -;_'tir'r.l'uiruji
up into the clouds. He never did like Aying in cloud and now they seem
to have done for him. But in the evening a Russian radio message is
intercepted, according to which Oberleutnant Kalden was broughe down
by flak and is now in Russian captivity.’

And just 24 hours afrer Oberlewt-
nant Peter Kalden was shot down,
anaother of ]G 515 semi-centurions
was lost. Oberfeldwebel Wilhelm
Mink was a survivor of the 'h;niup‘f
times in June-July 1941, After being
credited with a couple of RAF
machines over the English Channel
in the spring of that year, he had
nps,-m:d his Russian score sheet
with an SB-2 on the fourth day of
Barbarossa, Posted 1o a training unit
in 1943, he remained a fighter-
instructor for the rest of his career,
lacterly serving with L/EJG 1.

Wilhem Mink's fabled luck —
according 1o one story, almost
cerrainly apocryphal, he was nice
shot down oft the English coast and
fiwice rescued by German U-boacs! —
tinally deserted him on 12 March
1945 when he was caught by RAF
fighters while piloting an unarmed
Fw 38 “Weibe' on a courier f]i._ﬂj'l[
aver Denmarle.

The first of April 1945's four
semi-centurion losses was another
Staffelkapivin. Friedrich Haas had
joined 11/]G 52 as an unteroffizier
in late 1943, On 1 February 1945,




the now Leutnant Haas took over the re-formed 4./]G 52 from
Hauptmann Erich "Bubi’ Hartmann, Haas™ Seaffelwas then redesignared
547G 52 on 1 March. As part of 1L Gruppe, it vacated Veszprem three
weeks later, and by the month's end the Staffel had retired into Austria.
And it was over the Austrian capical, Vienna, cthat Leutnant Haas was

killed in action :tg_ﬂi]lhr Sowviet ﬁghrt:n: o 4 ﬁ.pr“- Forced to bale out of his

SAIIM TYNI4 JHL

stricken machine aca heighr of only 80 metres, there was insufficient time
for his parachure to open properly. His final score of 74 carned him a

FJUhlI‘]UII'I s Hllighl’.‘}i {:-FEJ.‘SH lJEI':I.III'I: I:I'II'.' mant I'l was out.

By sheer coincidence, the next two casualties both lost their lives on
24 April, and both while flying jet fighters. But there the similarity ends.

]..l_'lllll.'l.ll':. P:I.'I.I.!-Ht'llnl'lll'_'l'] .[::I.:il:'ll:'H.' .:I.I.'Ti."."l_'d H’I.Jfl'lli"-"!']'t.ir I':lliliittdl}" L8] 0] lhf.'
Russian front with the rest of 1/]G 52 early in Ocrober 1941, and with a

.lcingh' EAF Blenheim under his bele. “Wiithin a Fﬂrrnighl_’ he had added a

Soviet DB-3 to the British bomber, and thereafter proceeded 1o score
steadily if noc specracularly. In November 1943 Diihne was appointed
Kapitin of 2./]G 52, and hive months later was awarded the Knight's
Cross for his then total of 74.

On 25 May 1944, by which dace he had a further seven Red Air Force

machines to his credie, Oberleutnane Dithne's 2./]G 52 was selected as

one of those Staffels thar were to be detached from their parent Russian
front fagderuppe and ransferred en dloc to Defence of the Reich dudies, |
After a brief period spent re-equipping with Fw 190s, Dithne's Seaffelwas
redesignated 12./]G 11, He would lead it until 2 January 1945, w
WS H{'.lﬂ'.'l;"{l o res I,'.l.l.;l_l:,'f." rI-I{'. E'l_”{:l'l H['Il'.ﬁ[-(;l:ll'l[l'lfr wWon Fﬂ.ﬁﬁﬂ"g {]ﬁl;:l[ il'l |_'I_H.'
fj’.’)rf'.:'?.!p:".r.r.’.'fupt'ratil.m} as Kommandenrof LG 11,

But then, towards the end of February, Haupumann Dihne ook over

wen he

[1./]Cs 1, which was abour to exchange its late-maodel Focke-Wults tor the
He 162 lightweighe jer fighter. Dihne had little confidence in Heinkel's
revolutionary Valksiiger, and reportedly delayed his first pracrice Hight in
fl'll.' ['l'Ii.l.'L'I'l]l'l': I:;:H' il l':'l-l.'lg ER |'.";T.";:1-”.-|‘|.E'. ':'I'l 14 Jl!'I.Fl‘l.'il... |.'|-|::|wt“.'::r. ]1': I'.":'I'L'll'l'.:l !'I‘l.“.' it
off no longer. Things very quickly started o go wrong. He got into a
After their final battles with the Red sideslip ar low alticude, lost control and was killed when he tried to gject.

Air Force over Hungary and Austria, Unlike Leutnant Dihne, Mayor Giinther Lizow was in at the very
the remaining Bf 109G-10s of

I/ G 52 flew west to surrender B 2 5 ; ;
to US forces at Neubiberg, outside learmmodore of _['l'.. A had 18 western victories to his name {I,'.I]I,].‘i Five

of Munich claimed earlier in Spain) and was wearing the Knight's Cross. His score

beginning of Barbaressa, by which time he was already the Geschwader-
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86

sheet lengthened with astonishing rapidicy in Russia, earning him
both the Oak Leaves and the Swords on the way to his century, which
he achieved on 24 Ocrober 1941, He was the second pilot (after Werner
Milders) to reach 100, and would add two more Sovier machines o his
total before ltur:ing taken ﬂﬁ-{lpq‘l'ﬂlil‘lnﬂ,l ﬂ].-'ing,

There followed a succession of staff and training appointments uneil, in
January 1945, he was chosen 1o speak on behalf of the fagdiwaffe at the
IJt:".".“-irlI"ll:lell:i 'M.Imn:rufﬂrﬁ'."ﬁ"[:_:ulﬂ;:.'rc‘rn;;i:" |“':I";[t"d .I_'.l}' “nrll]g ir1 Ht‘r“lt.
The Reichsmarschall had, perhaps unwisely, asked his various formation
leaders for a summary of their grievances relating to his handling of the
Lufrwaffe. Oberst Litczow pulled no punches, with the result that Géring
stormed from the room shouting his intention 1o have Liltzow court-
martialled and shot, It did not come 1o this, bur he was exiled w the
backwarter of northern ltaly to take up the |:|-:mitin|1 :1F_..'r.r{l|'rr'}' Oberitalion
(' Fighter-Leader Upper Ltaly’, although by chis stape of che war there were
no Lufrwatte figheers in Traly!).

Liitzow was to remain in northern Laly for over two months, before
returning to the Reich and joining Adolt Galland’s Me 262-equipped
JV 44, Despite not having flown operationally for more than two years,
and although experiencing some initial problems handling the unfamiliar
jet ﬁghrtr, Oberst Liczow was able o claim at least one kill while ﬂ].-'inj:"
it. This was a USAAF B-20 downed south of Augsburg on 24 April 1945,

Larer that same day he went up again, only to crash ar Donauwérth.
Although several US fighter pilots put in claims for a Me 262 on this date,
[hl:' CXact L'i](.‘l.li'l'l:m[:llll:.'t'h {:I|~ ]..ii.':ﬁ';l'l-"."lh |['|'."'i!'| AT :"Cti” Lnresd :l]'i"'.'."d. I'I- ']'l]-'I.F Lk I]lL'
had one more thing in common with Paul-Heinrich Diihne afeer all
an mnnate distruse of jet |1-rupu|!iinra? For while Galland 15 on record as
claiming thar I'J;.-ing the Me 262 was Liiczow's “last great passion’, a
personal friend contradicted chis by maintaining that "Franzl” Liizow was
I|'|1.:l'. ;3|lL:IEL'[ht'T li."l.]]['l[i]]'lilhltl il'l [I'lL' l'.'l:ll'.'k.E'l‘i.‘l EI'E. M{‘.h:‘n‘l.:r.";i:l'lll'|.|||.!'i "ﬁ‘r';l]-
engined jer fighter.

Whatever the truth of the macter, Giinther Litrzow was undoubtedly
an exceptional case. But this account must perforce end with che last of
the Russian front semi-centurions to be killed in action. And, perhaps
I:.it[.lllg_]'!r'. hi!‘i Wik d CArcer maonrg [}'I,'Iil:,'i,'ll 'I_]‘I'- l.'l.-l C I'l':lﬂl'll'!.".

Unteroffizier Herbert Bareuther of 1/JG 51 had claimed his first kill
(a Tupolev 5B-2} on the opening morning of Barbaraisa. Over the course
1:II. very ]l.l:.:lln'l_'r' 1}|.I'.' Xk “:H.ll.' YAl i]” ."CI':II_'|I1 "."-"irl'l fl'll.‘ SAITIC {-rl.ﬂl']l'}.ll'}f. I'“.'
slowly added 43 more Red Air Force machines to his total = first flying
BF 109Fs, then the Fw 190, before returning o late-model Grstans.

On 2 April 1945 the now Leutnane Bareuther was made Staffetkapitin
of 14./]G 3. His tenure of office lasted precisely four weeks, during which
time he clamed 11 more Sovier machines in operations to the norch of
Berlin. Then, on 30 April, he failed to return from a low-level attack on a
Red Army column advancing northwest along the Baltic coast.

On that very same day the Fifrercommirted suicide in his bunker deep
under the ruins of Berlin. The name of Adolf Hitler, the architect of
Germany's downfall, will be remembered forever. The names of the vast
[]'I.Hjl:lri.l}" (‘thhilﬁt "-"l-'.l'lil ﬁ:uug]‘t'r i.l['ll.:l IL:“I.'I'.[ i';:'l'l.' |'|!r]1 L |.'|"|L' .l"':.l.]:‘i!'ii:ll'l. i';l'“l]'l.‘l =
including most of the Lufrwatte's semi-centurions - have already been
|I:]|Ig_ ﬁ:l |'E‘| mten.

| Finally, back to the opening minutes
of Barbarosza. Major Glnther
Litzow’s first 'Russian front victory
{an ‘1-18"] was claimed just after
dawn on the morming of 22 June
1941. His 84th, and last [a MiG-1],
just after midday on 21 May 1942,
Widely respected as a true
professional, Oberst Litzow was
ta lose his life flying a Me 262 jet
fighter of JV 44 just two weeks
before the war’s and
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15/06/47  14/03/43/57
17/10/43 -
: 12/08/41/26
J1/08/43 -
75/07/43  03/07/42/49
09/04/47  19/09/42/50
12/12/43 7
17/10/43  7/04/45/68
01/01/45 -
05/02/44 -
2T/10/42  14/03/43/46
02/07/42  DB/04/44/65
2801/84 -
01/01/45  31/03/45/7

08/02/43 -
05/02/44 /047457

18/08/41,/30 (Z8)

25/00/42  29/10/42(1)
1719742 05/01/43/56
0912/ 2700781127
27/10/82  26/03/44/51
20/10/42  29/10/42/52
171043 -

: 1741174111
7 02/10/42/52
3103443

23/07/43(1) -

17/06/42  29/02/44/1)
31/08/43

17/02/43  19/03/42/40
230743 09/04/45/53

171/42 22/01/43/54
04/06/43(1) 03/07/431)

? 22/07m/42/53
04/08/42  25M11/42(1)

3726

1T
5204

7
51
51

o2
51/3
o
B3
Y
51/6

03/10/47 MIAE

18/04/44 KiA/R

01/02/43 717

24/05/44 Kib/R

12/12/44 Kia/Mm
15/05/44 KiA/E
08/05/43 KiA/E

0R/08/43 MiIA/E

73/08/42 KiA/E
04/07/43 Kit/M
23702784 KiAJE
29/05/42 PoW/E
12/06/84 Mid W

15/05/43 MiA/R
20/08/44 KAS/R
18/04/44 MIAE

31/05/44 KiAE
30/04/45 KIAE
14/02/4% MIASE
09/09/42 KiAJE

24/04/94 KiA/R
12/01 /44 Kia/E
13/14/41 KiASE

79/07/43 KiASE
09/07/43 MIAE
01/06/43 KiAJE
24/04/44 KIA/E

DH/6/44 Kid W
07/05/43 KiA/A

09/11/42 MIASE
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Hptm karl Sattig 53 - 06/06/42
Maj Horst Carganico 52 8 18/05/42
Oblt Kurt Ebener 52 5 18/03/43
Lt Ludwig Hafner e - 25/09/42
Lt Johann Badum A1 3 03/10/42
Obfw Kurt Knappe 51 5 24,09/42
Hptm Hans Roehrig 51 24 ?

Lt Hermann Waoif 51 B 23707743
Lt Friedrich Rupp 50 3 2700/42
Hptm Adalbert Sommer 50 3 030/42

KEY
[1] = includes US aircraft claimed over Rumania & Hungary
[2] = kills claimed in West, Mediterranean, Balkans &
Reich
|3) — date of award
4] — date of award/number of victories at time of award
{5) — units during pilot™s Russian front semvice only
{6) — date of loss, plus detail/theatre, i.e.

Kia — Killed in action E —East

MiA = Missing in action W — West

KAS — Killed on active service A — Arctic

Dow — Died of wounds R — Reich

PoW — Prisoner of war M — Mediterranean
{*) — after pilot's name indicates his score includes kills on
Fw 190
i) —after date of award indicates conferred posthumously
{c] —cima
{7) also Oak Leaves (2/6,/42/83) & Swaords (23/6/42(1))
{8) also Dak Leaves {14/8/41/60] & Swords |16/2/42,/40)
19) also Oak Leaves |2/3/44/100]

1
Bf 109G-4 'White 3’ of Leutnant Leopold Minster, 4./JG 3,
Varvarovka/Ukraine, Summer 1943

Duiring its second tour of the Russian front, from sprng 15942
to late summer 1943, 11LJG 3 graduslly convened fram

Bt 105%F= onta early model Gustawvs. "Poldi’ Manster's "White
3" is typical of the Grumos s machings towards the end of

this pariod. It bears ne unit markings. and the white of tha
numeral and fuselage Salkenkraur has been toned down —

an inclication of the ever-growing danger posed by Soviet
graurd-attack aircraft post-Stalingrad, 11/135 3 would be
transferred 1o Defence of the Reich in August 1343, where
Leutnant KMinster achievad further successas before heing
killed in & rnid-air collision with a B-24 on B May 1844,

2

Bf 109F-4 “Black & of Oberfeldwebel Alfred Heckmann,
5./4G 3, Mariyevka/Voronezh Province, July 1942
Depicted a year prior 1o Minster's machine immediately
abowe, this Friedrich illustrates the difference that a mere

12 ronthe can maks. In mid-1242, 110G 3 was still advancing
toweards the Don, Its fighters wore full unit markings - the
Udet Geschwader's Wingad U on the aengine cowling and

CoLouRr PLATES

19/09/421t) 54 10/08/42 MiAJE

25/09/41/27 z 27/05/84 Kiby/W
07/04/43/52 3 23/08/44 Po\W/W
2112/42{1) 3 10/11/42 MiIAJE

15/10/42/51 77 11/01/43 Kid/M

03/11/42/51 51 03/09/43 Kid/W
02/10/42/51 53 070743 MM
7 52 .

24/01/43/50 54 15/05/43 KiA/R

5211 14/03/44 KIA/E

(10} also Dak Leaves (24,/9/42/101)

(11} also Dak Leaves (10/3/42/62] & Swords {17/5/42/100]
(12} also Dak Leaves (3/1,/44(1}|

(13} also Dak Leaves (23,/04,/42/72)

(14} also Oak Leaves (12,/3/42/69)

(15 also Dak Leaves (12/3/45(t))

(16} also Oak Leaves (23,/9/42/100)

(17} also Dak Leaves (27/2/42/72)

(18} also Oak Leaves (31,/8/43/103)

(19} also Dak Leaves (20/7/41/42) & Swords {11,/10/41/92|
(20} also Oak Leaves (1,/2/45/100]

(21} also Dak Leaves (23/6/42/79)

(22} also Oak Leaves (12/5/44(1))

(23} also Dak Leaves {16,/9/41/59)

(24} also Dak Leaves (24,/3/42 /6E|

(25} also Dak Leaves (27/6/41/40] & Swords [24/4/42/101)
(26} also Dak Leaves {13/10/47{1))

(27} also Dak Leaves (20/07/44(t))

128} also Dak Leaves {12/03/4211))

Il. Grupps s black and white gyronny dewice Balow the
windshiald. Mote also the pilet's surrent score recarded an
the ruckler = 38 white bars, the last faur of which represent

a quartet of Bostons despatched in as many minutes on the
raming of 10 July, ‘Fred” Heckmann himself would surdve
the war, aerving &5 a Staffeikapitdn with JG 26 in the west
during 1244-45, and latterby flying the Few 19009 'Long nose’.

3

Bf 103G-4 'Black Chevron and Bar of Major Wolfgang
Ewald, Gruppenkommandeur IL/JG 3, Gorlovka/Ukraine,
January 1943

This G-4 'gunbcat’ was cne of several machines flown by
Waltgang Evesld during his Grippe 's support of the Stalimgrad
airlift operations in the winter of 1242-43. It would ba severely
damaged in a crash-landing at Kharkow in April 1243 (not
pikoted by Ewaldl, and while undergoirg repair, would be
convartad into a 5-12 two-saat trainar. Like 'Fred” Hackimann,
Wialfgang ‘Pecenn’ Ewald would survive the war, albeit in
very different circumstances, Downed by Soviat flak
northeast of Byelgerod an 14 July 1943, he parschuted inta
Russian captivity, whera he would remain until long after
hostilities had caased.




4

Bf 109F-2 "Black 5 of Oberleutnant Franz Beyer,
Staffelkapitan 8./JG 3, Byelaya-Zerkov/Ukraine, July 1941
Althoegh vet to racena its Hussian frant yallow thaatra
markirgs, Bever's Friedvch already displays LG 3's
‘Battleaxe” shigld on the angire nacelle ard 15 piot's
personal score on tha udder. The latter is deceptive,
hawewver, for Bayer has included machines destroved on

the grownd arong his total. Apart from the first three bars

for serial kills claimed prior 10 Barbarosss), it is difficult 1o
distimguish trom the original print just which is which. But tha
riurmbser of aircraft shot down appears to be 30+, which would
estabhish the date as circa late Juby 1847, Im biay 1943 Major
Bever was appointed Kormmandeur of the newly activated
V.AJG 3 He achieved just three mare westerm viclones 1o
ackd to his Russian froot tally of 77 before being killed in
action by RAF Spitiirea cwver Heldland on 11 Febreary 1944

5

Bf 109F-4 "Yellow 4" of Oberfeldwebel Eberhard von
Boremski, 9./JG 3, Zhuguyev/Ukraine, May 1942

Wihen LG 3 returned 1o the Russian front in May 1942
after re-equipment in the Reich, many palots were thing F-4s
criginally destined for the Mediterranean theatre. Hence the
unusual camauflage scheme shown here, which consisted
ot desart tan upper surtacas and light blue undearsides (the
standard Morth Afncan finsh), with large segments of dark
aressn and hght grey apabad 1o the former to make the
machines moee suited to the Aussian terrain. Obereutnant
winn Boremaki was severaly injured in an emergensy landing
on 30 May 1543 while serving as Staffelkapitan of 700G 3,
ard spent the remeinder of the war primarily in training roles.

6

Bf 109F-4 “Yellow 3’ of Feldwebel Rudolf Mdiller, 6./JG 5,
Petsamo/Arctic Front, June 1942

A sglinter camaouflage finish of a different kind was wom

at one stage by the Foedrichs of 11LAJG & in the far north,
Orescribed by ane source as a ‘combination of stone arey

ard dark rmoes green’, this was presurablby intended to bland
in with the rocky Arctic fundra landscape of the summer
moenths. G016 5 was the undisputed Expartan-Stafiad ot the
far north, and "Rudi’ MOler was its first beg ace. Although
Yelow 3 s not weanng I1LAJG 5's four-leaf clover badge
lusually carmied on the necalle immediately aft of the spinner),
nee a ll, Gruppe harizental bar aft of the fuselage cross, it
does sport Miller's peraonal emblem balow the windscreen.

T

Bf 102G-2/R6 “Yellow 10" of Feldwebel Hans Dobrich,
6./JG 5, Salmijiérvi/Arctic Front, Spring 1943

LG 5 was equipped with Guestavs in early 1943, and each
rmachine was quickhy given an individual coat of wintar
camouflage {ranging from dapple, “soribble’ or splinter to solid
whitel. This ‘gunboat’, flown by Feldwebe! Hans Dbbrich,
ancther of B. Staffal’s leading MCO Expsrten, is a typical
axampla. Although i was no longer customary to display a
pilat’s soong on e rudder of his aircraft (Dabnch clamed his
B0th on 23 March 1943} Yellow 107 doas wear the clowvar
emblam of |G &, which is again featured in B, Sraffel's
hadge - ‘Mickey Mouse the Rats breaker’ — below the

cockpit. Hans Ddbrich was taken off operations aftar bairg
severaly wounded over Petsamo Fiord on 16 July 1543,

8

Bf 109G-2/RE Yellow 3" of Oberfeldwebel Rudolf Maller,
6./JG 5, Salmijarvif&rctic Front, April 1943

Finished in & wary similar temporary winter schemse 1o
Débearich's “ellow 107, "Rudi’ Mller's ‘qunbaat’ is 25 dewvoid
af unit markings as his earlier F-4 {sea profile 6 — evan his
personal cat motif and rudder tally have nowe gone by the
board. It was in this ancnymousdocking "Yellow 37 (Whark-Mr
14810} that Miller was forced to make an emergency landing
behird ararmy lines on the frozen "Great Lake' east of
hurmansk on 19 Apdl 1943, AL the tirme of his loss (e

was never o return from Soviet captivity), Miller's total of
g4 mada hirn JG 58 highest scoring ace, and had already
earmed hirn a nomination far the Oak Leasves

9

Bf 109G-6 "Black Double Chevron’ of Major Erich Leie,
Gruppenkommandeur 1./JG 51, Orsha/Central Sector,
Winter 1943-44

Other than being the mount of & Gruppenkamymangdeur
[double chevron| on the Aussian frant [yellows theatre
rmarkingsl, this winter-camouflaged Gustay ofters few clues
as to its palot's identity. 1t s, in tact, the maching Hovwen By
Major Erich Leie, who had already made his name on the
Chanrel frant with JG 2 'Richthofen’, pricr to assuming
cammand of 1G5 in January 1943, Laie waukd remain
gt the hesd of 1LAG 51 for almast tesa years — during which
time he claimed 71 victories — before being appainted
Gezchwadsrkammadare of JG 77 in December 1944, Ha
wwas killed in action ower Silasia on 7 March 1545 Like "Rud!’
Miller, he too had been nominated tor the Oak Leaves,

10

Bf 104F-2 ‘Black 11" of Feldwebel Anton Lindner, 2_/JG 51,
Stara Bychow/Central Sector, July 1941

Another fighter-bomber, albeit this tima armed with four
G0-kg bormbs and depicted during the cpening months of
EBarbarossa, this F-2 is finishad in tha soft graen dapple typical
of the Fredrichs of the pariod. Mote too the Geschwackar
armblern intreduced by Kammadore Wesner Malders shorthy
before the campaign began, With but one short inteduds a5
Steffelkapidn of 4 /EJG 1 INovember 1844 - January 1945,
Toni” Lindner sarded with 16 51 throughgut alrost the antirs
wear. And although an acknowledged Jabo specialist, ha also
racked up 73 aerial kills — all but one against the Bussians,

11

Bi 109F-2 "Yellow 7' of Oberleutnant Heinrlch Kraffr,
Sraffelkapitdn 3./JG 51, Stolzy/Central Sector, March
1542

Back 10 winter white for this Enedrich (and note too the
removal of the main wheel leg deors to prevant the build-up
ot impacted =now when taxing). The 46 victones caratully
recarded an the rudder = all but the first four scored in the
easl = garned "Gaudi’ Krafft the Knight's Cross on 18 March
1942, On 1 June he was appointed Kammaadeur of 1LJG 51,
which he led for more than six months. His final overall score
wias standing at 78 when he was brought down by Soviet flak
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southwest of Rzhew on 14 December 1942 while fiying one of
his Gruppe's newe P 1904-33

12

Bf 109F-2 "Black 3" of Oberleutnant Hartmann Grasser,
Staffelkapitan 5./JG 51, Shatalovka-West/Central Sector,
August 1941

Generally similar in overall finish to Lindner's machine (profile
100, Grasser's 'Black 3' displays several diffarancas in detail.
The most obvious is perhaps the placement of the 1. Gruppe
norEcatal bar ghead of the fuselage cross in orgder 1o
accommadate the Sruppe’s Weeping Raven' crest an the
rear fusalage. Note also Grasser's scoreboard on the rudder -
26 victories, the first saven ot which were daimed in the
wiest prior fo Barbarasss, Mo 28 (an B-3 reconnaissance
biplane dewned on 2 Septamber would garn him the Knight's
Crass, and his 103rd and last (a Spitfire over Tusisia in March
19431 would result in the Qak Leaves. Grasser subsequanthy
served in vanous aparationsl and staff posts until the end of
the war,

13

Bf 109F-2 "Black 107 of Leutnant Hans Strelow, Staffsl-
kapitan 5./JG 51, Szolzy/Central Sector, February 1342
A It can happen in six months! The 2 7-vear-old Hartmann
Grasser, vetaran of the Battles of France and Britain, has
been appainted Komrmandeowr of |l Gruppe, ard 5/JG 51 i
newy in the hands of nineteen-vear-old Hans Strelow. Also,
high summer has given way to the depths of winter, and the
Staffal’s Friedrichs are garbed in overall white (effectively
obscuring that tel-tale Grupme bark, Two things remain the
sarme, however — the Geschwader badge on the cowling and
the pilet's score on the nudder. In Strelow’s case, this shows
that he has ratkad up the hitherto chligatory 40 and s nowee
enquiring when his Knight's Cross will arrive (see photograph
on page 241, The answear s 18 March (for his then 52 kills),
followeed six days later by the Cak Leaves (for 66). Hans
Strelow would wear the latter for just two months before
Baing reported missing on 22 hey 1942

14

Bf 109F-Z ‘Black 3" of Oberfeldwebel Otto Tange,

6./JG 51, Bryansk/Central Sector, May 1942

Just six deys prior 10 Strelew's loss, one of the pilots of his
Staffed had resched hig half-centuny, 1t was during a Stuka
gscort mission on 16 May 1942 that Ctte Tange claimed a
Hed Air Force Boston and two of the bomber formation’s
escorting fighters to take his overall 1otal 10 51, as recorded
here or the rudder of his "Black 3. The same scoreloand alsa
revesls that Tange's first three victories were gained in the
west (RAF fighters over the Channal and Morth Seal. In 1943,
the now Leutnant Ot Tange was transfarred to /G 51's

Fwe 120-equipped Sfabsstaffed He was killed on 30 July of
that year when his machine took a direct flak hit. Tange's
final Russian front score was 65,

15

Bf 109F-2 "Black 4’ of Feldwebel Kurt Knappe, 5./JG &1,
Orel/Central Sector, August 1942

Yet ancther of 50JG 51's semi-centurion NCOs, Gefreiter Kurt
Enapps had claimed his firgt victary - an lyoshin DB-2

bomber —on 26 Juby 1947, He topped the balf-cantury some
15 moniths later on 4 Octabar 1942, Although s Frieooch is
generally similar to Tange's, it does display cne slight variation
= that regue |l Groppe horizontal bar has edged even furthear
fareard, and is now displayed ahead of bath the fuselage
crass and the machine’s individual nurmber, In Mowvember
1842 Kurt Tange was posted to JG 2 "Richthafen' on the
Channed coast, There, he would achieve just five more
victories fincluding three US keawy bombers) before being
killad in action ageinst Spitfires on 3 September 1943,

16

Bf 109F-2 "Black Chevron and Circle” of Hauptmann
Richard Leppla, Gruppenkommandeur 1./JG 51,
Yuchnov/Central Sector, August 1942

It was in this machinge, wearing a decidedhy darker finish than
the Friegrichs illustrated hitherto = and carrying fuselage
markings that suagest it had been “hormowad” from the
Gruppen-TO (Technical, or Engineering, Officer) - that
Hauptrmann Hichard Leppla was sericusly injured when he
callided with a Ju 52/3m during take-off from Yuchnow on 7
Aigust 1942 Leppls had embarked upon Barbarosss with 13
wictories already 10 s cradit, and had added 55 Scwiet aircraft
to his tally by the time of his accdent. There were to be na
more. Upan recovery, Leppla served in various staff and
training positions befare being made Geschwadedkormrmodare
af Ji3 G for the final two weeks of the war,

17

Bf 109F-2 “Yellow 1" of Oberfeldwebel Edmund Wagner,
&.00G 51, Yuchnow/Central Sector, October 1341

Ancther maching possibly on lear from its rghtful owner.
Early Luftwafie reaulations stipulated that 4 Staffalcanian
was ahways dllocated the aircraft bearing the numearal *1°,
but a5 the war progressed, this ‘rule” became incressinghy
reduncant. Whatewar the truth of the matter, & was in this
“ellow 1°, devoid of all unit badges, that Edmund Wagner -
one of the first Russian frormt semi-canturicns [his BOth went
down on 28 Dciobert — was himself killed in action against
Soviet Pe-2 bambers on 13 Movember 1941, Only the second
sami-centuricn to b2 lost, Wegner's final total of 55 earmed
him & posthurnous Knight's Cross

18

Ef 109F-2 ‘Black Double Chevron’ of Oberleutnant Karl-
Gottfried Mordmann, Gruppenkommandeur IV_/JG 51,
Shatalovka/Central Sector, August 1341

Although this socmewhat derkly oversprayed F-2 deas not
teature a rudder scoreboard [Mordmann was, in fact anly
senvar short of bacoming an Aussian front semi-centurion by
monitcs endl, it doas display a wealth of othar markings - the
Geschwader badge on the cowling, Sruppe shield below the
cockpit, Komemanaews s chevrons and Grupps symbal (a
secand, amaller, cross behind the Batkenkreuz). Like Krafft
sprofile 11}, Mordmann's operatonal carger also came to an
end shorthy after he converted anto the Fw 190 = although
reat in the same wway. Halding himnself responsibe for a
roidkanr callision that killed his wingran on 17 Januan 1943,
Mordrmann never flew on ops again. He spent the closing
mianths of the war in wanous stalf appointments, lattarly as
‘Inspectosate Day Fightars East”,
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Bf 104F-2 "Black 3" of Feldwebel Heinz Kldpper, 11./JG 51,
Minsk/Central Sector, July 1941

Heinz Kipper's rather worn looking "Black 3° has exactly five
bars adornirg its rudder = the first, a Spitfre downed off
Dungenass on 5 Octobar 1940, and the fifth, claimed on

30 Jurva 1947, sentified a3 an 'B-10 recce aircraft’ {alihowsgh
micre probably a Sukhoi Su-2 light bomberd . In gll, Kidpper
winlibd schieve 78 Russian front kills before being transferred
1o the west, firstly to JG 2 'Richthofen’ in Framnce and then as
Ltaffalkapitdn to the new 700G 1 in Defence of the Resch
Obareutnant Heinz Kidpper was reported missing after a
dogfight with Lightnings over Halland on 29 Movernber 15843

20

Bf 109G-2/A6 ‘Black Double Chevron’ of Hauptmann
Helmut Bennemann, Gruppenkommandeur ()G 52,
Maikop/Caucasus, October 1942

This densely dappled ‘gunboat’ not only wears JG5 52's
"Winged sword’ crest, but also retams | Gruppe’'s by now
decidedly anachronistic ‘Black hand clutching a Spitfire gver
the Morth Sea’ emblem (s Groppen-Adiutant for mech of
154041, Banmemann had scored his first 17 victories dunng
this periodl, He had reached his half-century by early October
1942, ang would take his Russian front total to 77 before
baing appointed Geschwadsrkommodors of JG 53 m
Mowvember 1243, Hemaining in this post wentl was's gnd. he
added just four more Westarn machines 10 his akly, goancg
hum a final overall score of 52

21

Bf 109G-6 ‘Black 4’ of Oberleutnant Paul-Heinrich Dahne,
Staffelkapitan 2 [JG 52, Zilistea/Rumania, May 1944
Paul-Heinrich 'Sarotti' Dahne poined 2./JG 52 in Aussia mn
1942, becoming Staffelkapitdn on 13 Movernber 1943, Than,
in ey 1844, 200G 52 was selected as one of the Staffein 1o
be withdrawn en biog fram the Russian front for incorporation
into the Dafence of the Reich organisation. After converting
anta the Fwy 190, Dahne's unit was redesignated 12 /)G 11
and prormpthy despaiched back to the Bussian frant! There,
hie clairmed five more victores to add to the 80 he had already
achieved with JG 51. Returning to the west in September
1944, "Sarctti” Dahne servad as Gruppenkormrmandeus of both
AG 11 and 1LAG 1 before being killed flying an He 162
“alksjagar on 24 Apnl 1545,

22

Bf 109F-2 "Yellow 1° of Oberleutnant Rudolf Resch,
Sraffelkapitin 6./JG 52, Kamary/Central Sector, July 1941
Back to the opening weeks of Sarbarossa for 'Rudi’ Resch's
elkow 1" —a Fradrich in standard pale dapple fimsh, It
carmas the Geschwader badge beneath the wandscraen, and
1145 52's rademark broad yellow theatre band, covering the
entre afl fusedage from Bakenkreuz to tailfin ront. Note also
the faur kill bars on the rudder. These represent the four
Tupaley bombers claimed by Resch in the frst five weeks of
the wwar in the east. Although & relativaly) skow startar, the
later Major Rudolf Resch more than made up fos it, claemmg
73 victories with JG B2, and then adding a further 21 as
Kevnmandeor of [V G 51 - taking him 1o just six short of his
century by thie wrme af his death in action during Jtadaie.

23

Bf 109F-4 ‘White 9° of Unteroffizier Eduard Rossmann,
704G 52, Mironovka/Ukraine, September 1941
Fresenting an aliogether different appearance from the
previous Friegech, Aossmeann's WWhite 3 wears a much
darker dapple, has a yellow cowling and sports . Gruppe’s
new unit badge and distinctly oversizad wavy bar aft fuselage
marking. The rudder bears witness to the pilot’s 14 Russian
fromt victornes to date (the last three all claimed on 7
Sapternber). After sconng 87 kills in the aast, 'Paule’
Rossmann's operationsl career alsoa came 1o an end during
Sitagele on 9 Juby 18943, when ha deliberately landed behind
anany nes 1o try to rescue a downed fallow pilot but was
unable to teka off again and was himsalf capturad.

24

Bf 109G-10 "White 3" of Leutnant Heinz Ewald, Staffel-
kapitan 7./JG 52, Veszprem/Hungary, February 1945
The wdentity of the pilet of this otherwise anocoymaous late
mpdal Bf 109G is reveated by the personal emblern beneath
the cockpat — 'E° followed by & sow is a phonetic pun for
‘Esan’, the nickname of Heinz Ewald. This marking was
carred inone form or ancther on most, it not all, of Bwabkd's
machines (see photo on page 64 for an earlier axamplel. One
of the best of the yvounger ganaratian pilots, Evald reached
has half-cantury an 29 December 1944 and was appointed
Kapitdn of 700G 52 on 16 February 1945, He survivad the
war with a fingl total of B4 Russian front wictonas.

25 !
Bf 109G-2 "Black 12" of Leutnant Walter Zellot, Staffel-
kapitin 2./JG 53, Tusow/Stalingrad Front, August 1942
Although most of JG 53's vanous stnts on the Russdan front
weire af fairly hirmated duration, the Geschwader nonsthaless
ranaged 1o produce a handful of semi-centurions. Among
them was Walier Zellot, whose Gustav is shown here duning
|. Gruppe’s second tour in the east when they supporied

§. Armee’s advance on Stalingrad. At this time Zallot was
|./A}G 53's highast scorer, recaiving the Kmight's Cross for his
84 victories {all but three claimed against the Red Air Foroel
on 3 Septernber. He would add just one mare kill to his tally
before he hirmself swias brought down by Soviet flak during a
Ina-bevel attack near Stalingrad exactly a weak lster. At the
time of his loss Zellot was not flying “Black 12" but the oddly
marked "10" machine, on which tha 1" was in black and the
0" apparenthy in white!
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Bf 109F-Z "Black Double Chevron’ of Hauptmann Franz
Eckerle, Gruppenkommandeur |/JG 54,
Krasnogvardeisk/Leningrad Front, January 1942

From sumimar on the southern sectar to wintar on thea
narthern front — Franz Eckerla’s maching waars {@moorany
white segments applied over its basic dapple finish. Nate
hoew the painter has caretully avoidad abscunng any
markings, all of which are sl clearly visible, namely the

I. Gruppe shield beneath the windscreen and the
Geschwager's 'Grean Hearl' below the cockpit, the
Kpmmandawr's chevrons, yellow fuselage theatre band
{which JG 54 centred on the Balkenkreuzi and Eckerle's
personal score on the rudder. A wellknown figure an the
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pre-war agrobatic scana, Hauptmann Eckerle was reported
missing after being forced down behind enemy lines
southeast of Schilisselburg on 14 February 1942, His final
owerall total of 59 eamead him posthumous Dak Laaves.

27

Ef 109F-2 "White 17 of Hauptmann Reinhard Seiler,
Staffelkapitan 1./JG 54, Siverskaya/Northern Sector,
September 1941

This rather heavily dappled Friedrich was the mount of
Feinhard Seiler, a8 witness bath the personal emblem below
the cockpit - a reminder of his days in Spain with 2 /188,

the "Top Hat™ Staffal of the Lagion Condar, ard his nine
Fepublican killa af the civil war — and the rudder searaboard
wath his current 23 World War 2 victaries [the last an |16
ckamad west of Schldsselburg on 29 September), it would
requarg anathar 19 Soviet kills before Seiler was awarded the
Enight's Cross on 20 December 1341, by which timea he was
sarving as Kommandeor of H1L/JG 54 (see profile 30).
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Bf 109F-4 ‘White 1" of Hauptmann Heinz Lange,
Staffelkapitan 1./JG 54, Krasnogvardeisk/Leningrad
Front, Spring 1942

Seiler's swecassar at the head of 1. Staffed was Oberlewtnant
Heinz Lange, whasa late Friedrich is seen here in the "spring
thaw” colours of broswn and grear. Mate also that Lange

has reinstated the Groppe and Geschwader badges that

are =0 conspicuous by their absence on Seibar's machine
immediately above. Lange had arrived an the RBussian front
weith a single HAF Blenheim to his cradit. And it would D

a wizik inta Barbarosss before he claimed his first Soviet

kil = arv liyuskhin DB-2 aver Latwia. A slow but steady scorer
he was transferred late in 1942 to JG 51, with whom he
achieved the last 50 of his overall total of 70 (which samed
hirm the Knight's Criogs on 18 Mavermbar 1944}
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Bf 109F-2 "Black 1" of Oberleutnant Wolfgang Spate,
Staffelkapitin 5./JG 54, Staraya-Russa/Morthern Sector,
October 1941

Ancther Staffalkaptan’s maching, but this time in the highly
unusual and distinctive 'cragy-paving’ camouflage scheme
adopted by 11LAJG 54 during 1947, One of Garmany's best-
knowen glider pilots befora the war, Walfgang Spate had
jeined JG 54 in 1941 from a reconnaissance unit. Ao anfiving
in the east with a single kill under his belt, Spéte's tally quickly
rose, ganing hirn both the Knight's Crass on & QOctober 1947
foor a total of 45} and the Oak Leaves (on 23 April 1242 for 72
In mid-1942 he returmed 1o the Raich to head the test unit
devaloping the bMe 163 rocke-fiahter, &nd after arother brief
stint with JG 54 {as Kommandewr of IV, Grupmse), Spate set up
JG 400 - the only Geschwader 1o aperate the Me 163 -
before ending the war flying Me 262 jets with JG 7

30

Ef 108F-4 "White Double Chevron' of Hauptmann
Reinhard Seiler, Gruppenkommandeur I/ JG 54,
Siverskaya/Morthern Sector, Summer 1942

After serving as Staffalbapitdn of 1.3 54 {see profile 271,
"Seppl’ Seiler was appointed Kommandear of 1, Grogoe an

1 Cetober 1941, initally flying Friedrichs as shown herel,
before comverting 1o Gustavs in the late summer of 1942,
Then, in mic-apeil 1843, he ook command of 1JG 54, which
was already equipped with the Pw 190, On 6 July 19432 Sailer
claimad his 86th Soviet victim [taking him his talky 1o 100
overalll, only for his own Focke-Wulf 10 be badly damaged in
the same action east of Ponmyri. Baling oul severel wounded,
Seiler would not return 1o operational fiving, but spent the
rest of the war in training roles, latterly as Kommodons of

JG 104, He was swarded the Oak Leaves in March 1944,
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Bf 10:9F-4 "Black 9° of Oberleutnant Gunther Fink,

8./JG 54, Siverskaya/Morthern Sector, June 1942

it was in machinas such as this ‘Black 2 that Glmiber Fink
and several other pilots of JG 54 practised & rudimentany form
of 'Hella Nachiiagd” ivisual nightfighting) during the fullmaocn
pesrods ower the northarm sector in the earky summer of 15942
This was in sddition 1o ther nermal day opsrations, and tha
Friggrichs were given no special form of night camouflage.
This particular exarnple is wearing a vanation of the basic
browndgreen scheme (gee profile 28), the only concession 1o
its nocturnal activities being the toned-down (or simphy dirty?)
jettisonable fuel tank carried during the long night patrols.
Mine af Fink’s 56 kills came at night over the Leningrad-
Valkhaw fronts. 110G 54 was transferrad to Defance of the
Reich duties in early 1943, and on 15 May Ginther Fink, by
that time a hauptmann, and Kaoidn of B. Staffel, was killed

in action against LIS heavy bombers over the German Bight.
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Bf 1089E-7 "White 117 of Oberleutnant Horst Carganican,
Staffelkapitin 1./JG 77, Petsamo/Arctic Front, July 1941
Back 1o the early days of Sarbarossa and the Arctic front,
where the anly Lufiwaife fighter presence was a hybrid force
of Eraits and BF 1108 aperating as the Jagdgruppe .0V,
(Speciakpurpose fighter groupd, Amang its companant units
was 100G 77 under Carganica, who had already claimed at
least five RAF kills prior to the war with Russia. By Juky 19417
that total had nsen to 13, as indicated on the rudder here

The latest of these lidentitied simply as a "‘Consclidated’) was
mast probably & G5T, the Soviet licence-built version of the
PEY. Early in 1942 100G 77 was redesignated 600G 5, and in
April 1942 Carganico was appointed Kommandaor of [1LJG 5,
which he led for almast tea vears, Posted back 19 the Reich
in March 1244 to assume command of 1LJG 5 Carganico was
killed ower Franca om 27 May 1944,

33

Bf 108G-2 ‘White Chevron/Yellow 17 of Hauptmann Kurt
Ubben, Gruppenkamimandeur I1LLJG 77, Lyuban/
Morthern Sector, September 1942

Mary of [ILAUG 77¥'s machines, such a5 the aarly 5-2
‘gunboat’ seen hare, were at one time finished in veny dark
sphntar camaouflage not unlike the dark areenblack-green
scharmes of pra-war years, Mote the unusual command
markings (@ single white chevron combined with a vellow *1"
and the impressie rudder scoraboard. Of tha B4 victaories
recarded here, all but twe have been scorad on the Russian
frant — the last a LaGG-3 downed during a freve Jagd sast of
Laningrad. "Kuddal’ Ubben weauld clairm eight mioee Soveat kills




before |IL/JG 77 transfer to the Meaditerrarean. Appointed
Geschwaderkommodors of JG 2 in March 1944, Major Ubben
weaukd be killed in actson against P-475 the followang maonth

34

Bf 109F-4 ‘Black 13’ of Oberleutnant Kurt Ubben,
Staffelkapitan 8./JG 77, Nikolayev/Ukraine, August 1941
Price to assuming cormmand of 110G 77 in September 1941,
Obarlautnant Kurt Ubben had served for more tham a year as
Kapitdn of B, Staffel. This is his "Black 13" towards the end
af that pericd, the marg modest rudder tally of "only’ 29 kilks
astablishing the approxirmate date = hes 29t wolory was a
Sukhal Su-Z despatched on 17 August land the 30th would
be an 1153 fighter downed five davs later), But note also the
ship silhouette, Although looking bke & merchantman, and
positicned between aenal victaries 22 and 23, this may
represaent the battleship HME Warspite, dameged by Ubben
in & fighter-bomber strike off Crete on 22 May 1941,

35

Ef 103F-4 ‘Black Double Chevron® of Hauptmann Anton
Mader, Gruppenkommandeur I./JG 77, Kastornoye/Dan
Front, September 1942

Anather high-sconing Kommendewrof JG 77 Meder aaaumed
command of 1. Gruppe a month before the star of
Barbarossa. Arriving from G 2, and with three kills already
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to his mams, he opened his Aussian tront scoraboard wath
an 1F16on Z July 1241, By early September 1842, althaugh
the rudder here shaws no sign of it his overall total had
risen to 65, After leading 110G 77 in North Africa, Mader
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RIS Eppl.'Hl'lTl"l'lﬂ-l'lIIE Bre LnEmDs,

36

Bf 109E-4 "Black Double Chevron’ of Hauptmann Herbert
Ihleteld, Gruppenkommandeur L.IJ)/LG 2,
Jassy/Rumania, July 1941

With the original 17JG 77 ploughing its awn furrow up in the
Arctic twhere it would ultimately be incorporated into JG &),
the vacant | Gruppe slot with the parant JG 77 on the
southam sector was filled by LLWLG 2, which would itself
be redesignated as the new 141G 77 =arly in 1842 The long-
standing Kormmandeur of the Gruppe, Herbert [hiefeld =
another ning-victary Spanish Cral War Experte = already had
35 Warld War 2 kills to his credit prior 1o Barbarosza, While
at the head of LUJYLG 2 {LAJG 771 in the east, he would
elevate that overall total to 103 until, fromn Mey 1842
ornwards, he was appointed Kommadore of a succession

of other Gaschwader; the last of themn being JG 1, which

he would lesd for the final year of the war.
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